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Noninsured Crop Assistance Program (NAP) - The financial assistance provided by the Farm Service Agency’s NAP program can be a good start to protecting your investment. Since purchasing NAP coverage is also a requirement for some producers receiving benefits under the 2001/2002 Crop Disaster Program, it is also important to keep in mind the application closing dates. The deadline is March 15, 2004 for beans, brussel sprouts, cantaloupes, celery, corn, cucumbers, eggplant, honeydew, oats, okra, peppers, pumpkins, soybeans, squash, sunflowers, sweet potatoes, tomatillos, tomatoes, watermelons, and wheat.    To receive the full benefits of this program, please be prepared to show production records covering the last four crop years.
Crop Insurance – The deadline to apply for crop insurance on insurable spring-planted crops for the 2004 crop year is March 15, 2004.  The Risk Management Agency (RMA) also states that current policy holders have until March 15th to make any changes to existing contracts.  Crops affected by this sales closing date include corn, fresh market sweet corn, oats, potatoes, processing beans, processing tomatoes, soybeans, and winter squash.   RMA will provide financial assistance for many 2004 crop year buy-up policies with sales closing dates on or after the date of issuance of this bulletin, and with acreage reporting dates prior to September 30, 2004.  For nursery policies, financial assistance will be available for only those policies for which the signature date of the policy is on or after February 17, 2004 and which meets all other nursery rules and regulations.  Contact your crop insurance agent for more coverage information.

New Ewe Lamb Program- USDA has announced an $18 million program to enhance the competitiveness of domestic lamb and sheep industry and re-establish producers’ purchasing power.  The Ewe Lamb program Replacement and Retention Program will pay producers $18 per head for ewe lambs purchased or retained between Aug. 1 2003 and July 31, 2004.  Contact FSA for further details.

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) - Landowners who want to be considered for the current round of WHIP funding must submit their application by April 2, 2004.  Any past applicants whose projects were not funded should contact their local Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) office to update their applications.  Administered by NRCS, this voluntary program provides technical and financial assistance to landowners to implement wildlife habitat improvement practices on their property.  Eligible applicants can be reimbursed for up to 75% of the project’s costs.  Please contact this office for more details or to schedule an appointment.
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Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) - On February 3, 2004 USDA Farm Service Agency Administrator James R. Little and NJ Governor James E. McGreevey signed the CREP agreement at the 2004 NJ State Agricultural Convention in Long Branch, NJ.  This partnership with the state of New Jersey will provide $100 million to improve water quality and to plant grasses and trees on 30,000 acres to prevent pollutants from entering our waterways.  It is estimated that planting buffers, filter strips and grasses along farmland streams will annually prevent 26,000 pounds of phosphorous and seven million pounds of soil from polluting the state’s waterways.
CREP is a voluntary program that pays participants to implement conservation practices on environmentally sensitive land.  In return, participants receive annual rental payments paid on a per-acre basis, cost-share assistance, and other financial incentives.  Sign-up for the NJ CREP begins on March 15, 2004, and will continue until December 31, 2007, or until enrollment goals are attained, whichever comes first.  Land enrolled in the program will remain under contract for a period of 10 to 15 years, as specified in the contract.
Existing FSA Borrower
It appears FSA may run short of loan funds again this year.  Therefore, we encourage each of you to complete your 2003 farm records along with your 2004 farm plans and make appointment with your loan officer as soon as possible.  If you think you may have trouble making payments, there may be programs to assist in rescheduling or remortizing payment schedule.
Reminders:
Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation Compliance - Operators should remember that in order to receive payments, compliance with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions are required.  Farmers with HEL soils need to be aware of tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements as specified in your conservation plan.  Don’t wait until after you have worked the ground to find out that you are out of compliance.  Also, it is important that you contact our office before modifying (tiling, draining, dredging, filing, or leveling) any wetland or drainage ditch.  Failure to obtain advance approval for any of these situations can result in loss of all Federal payments and eligibility.

2004 DCP Sign Up Reminder
The additional daylight hours we are witnessing heralds the coming of spring and the advent of increased outdoor activities.  Preseason planning is a good way to avoid being overwhelmed by spring work and insure that important deadlines aren’t forgotton.  June 1 is the deadline for farmers to enroll in the Direct and Counter Cyclical Program (DCP) for 2004.
Crop Reporting-  The deadline to report small grain crops is May 31, 2004.  Any failed crop must be reported to the county office immediately.
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March 15, 2004 - Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP) application closing date for some crops; CREP sign-up begins in NJ, and NJ Crop Insurance sales closing date.
April 2, 2004 - Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program application deadline.
May 31, 2004 – Fall seeded crop acreage reporting deadline.  (wheat, rye, barley, etc) 

June 1, 2004 - Final day to sign 2004 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program contracts.
If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, please let us know.  Also, if you know of anyone that would like to receive this newsletter, please supply us with their address. Also, you may visit our State website at www.fsa.usda.gov/nj. 

Area FSA Committee:            Anthony Grasso,  Chairman            Roger Winner, Vice Chairman               Bob Lounsberry, Regular Member
   Marilyn Russo, & Andrew Hlubik_III_      _                      
“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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