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FSA Has Moved!  -  Be sure to notice our new address!  The Farm Service Agency is now located in a beautiful new building designed for use by many different agriculturally related agencies.  The USDA’s Rural Development Office (RD) has also joined us along with the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS).  The Farm Service Agency is proud to be a part of Monmouth County’s dedication to servicing the farming community in New Jersey and we look forward to being an integral part of those efforts.  Stop by anytime to see our new space!
County Committee Elections -  Nominations for the County Committee election were due in the county office by the close of business September 3rd.  This year’s election covers Local Administrative Area (LAA) #2, primarily Middlesex County, and the nominees are John Hauser of Old Bridge, NJ and Jennifer Hluchy of Monroe Twp., NJ.  The next step in the process is the mailing out of the ballots, which will begin on Nov. 8th.  Voters will have until Dec. 6, 2004 to return their ballots to the county office.  Elected committee members and alternates will take office on Jan. 3, 2005.
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To be eligible to vote a person must be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or ranch as either an owner, operator, tenant, or sharecropper.  An eligible voter could also be a partner in a general partnership or a member of a joint venture that has an interest in a farm.   A person may also vote if, regardless of age, they supervise and conduct the farming operations on an entire farm or if they are eligible to participate in any FSA program that is provided for by law.  No person shall be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status.  For more information, stop by our office, or visit our website at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/elections/.
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EQIP Changes – For years, the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) has been jointly administered by the Farm Service Agency and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  Beginning on October 1, 2004, NRCS will take over all administrative services for EQIP.  FSA will issue earned payments through September.  NRCS will handle all administrative services and issue payments beginning on October 1.

Tony Kramer, the State Conservationist for NRCS, has also announced that the application period for EQIP will close during October.  Applications submitted to NRCS by close of business on Friday, October 15, 2004 will be included in the application review for fiscal year 2005 EQIP funding.  According to Mr. Kramer, the funding outlook for EQIP is also very positive.  Landowners are encouraged to sign up so New Jersey can be in a position to acquire these funds.  EQIP in NJ has been expanded to include two practices which provide a higher level of management for nutrient management and pest management.  Agricultural producers who want to enhance existing nutrient management and/or pest management of their operations can apply for EQIP cost share funding to implement these new practices.  Sign up for this program is continuous, but funding rounds are set throughout the year to select projects for funding.    
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Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) –  Farmers in New Jersey are able to take advantage of the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), which will reimburse them for retiring cropland or pastureland surrounding streams, ponds, and rivers from agricultural production.  Eligible program participants will receive annual rental payments, cost-share assistance, and other financial incentives for a period of 10 to 15 years for installing and maintaining buffer strips, riparian areas, grassed waterways and shallow water areas.  Eligible cropland must have been row-cropped four of the six years between 1996 and 2001.   For more information, please visit or call our office.
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) –  Beginning with 2005, producers who have no crop changes from their 2004 NAP contract have the option of continuous coverage provided that the applicable service fee is paid by the application closing date.  The fee will only need to be sent in, eliminating a trip to the office.  The service fee remains the same at $100 per crop, up to $300 per county with no limit on the number of crops covered, and a maximum of $900 per multi-county producer.  September 30th is the NAP application closing date for alfalfa, barley, clover, grass, mixed forage, rye, and wheat. The deadline to cover 2005 crop-year apples, blueberries, caneberries, cherries, cranberries, grapes, honey, onions, peaches, pears, and plums is November 20, 2004.  Remember that NAP coverage is a requirement for anyone who received a disaster payment under the 2001/2002 CDP Program.  Please stop in as soon as possible if you have these crops to enroll. 
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Minority producers can now join a new voluntary register to ensure that they receive the latest farm program information from the Farm Service Agency.  By joining the register, minority producers may receive outreach materials, newsletters, and program announcements from FSA and other USDA agencies.  They may also receive information from USDA approved outreach partners such as community-based and faith-based organizations, and minority-serving educational institutions.  The USDA will control access to the register and applications are available at the county office.  Information is also available on the Farm Service Agency’s Web site at www.usda.gov/cr.

Electronic Loan Deficiency Payments (eLDP’s) – Effective September 20, 2004, LDP customers will have the option of using their computer to submit an application for processing.  Known as “electronic” LDP’s, this service will be available for producers who first complete a one-time signup for a personal account and receive a password.  Please ask at the office for more details on how to sign up for and submit an application.

[image: image10.wmf]Farm Stored Facility Loans – Low cost loans for storage facilities are available for producers to build or remodel farm storage facilities for a variety of commodities, including wheat, corn, and soybeans.  All farm storage facility loans are secured by a promissory note and security agreement.  The maximum amount that may be borrowed is 85% of the net cost of the storage equipment, up to $100,000 per borrower.
 
  Dates to Remember!
September 24, 2004 – Conservation Reserve Program general sign up 29 ends.
September 30, 2004 – Final date to sign up for 2004 DCP with late-filed sign up fee.

October 1, 2004 – Sign up begins for 2005 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment Program (DCP). 

November 8, 2004 – County Committee ballots get mailed to voters

December 6, 2004 – Last day to return signed County Committee election ballots.  
Ongoing – Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program(CREP)/Conservation Reserve Program(CRP) signup.
Our office will be closed on Monday, October 11th in observance of Columbus Day.
If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, please let us know.  Also, if you know of anyone that would like to receive this newsletter, please supply us with their address. Also, you may visit our State website at www.fsa.usda.gov/nj. 

Area FSA Committee:            William Schauer,  Chairman            Gary Mount, Vice Chairman               Ross Clayton, Regular Member__      _                      
“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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September Interest Rates -


Direct Farm Operating	4.250%


Direct Farm Ownership	5.875%


Emergency Loans	3.750%


Farm Storage Loans	4.125%


Commodity Loans	3.125%	3.125.375%         
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