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Conservation Reserve Program
Sign-up #29 for CRP runs through September 24, 2004!  CRP is a program designed to protect environmentally sensitive land through the application of conservation practices and by retiring the land from agricultural production.  Cost-share assistance of up to 50% is available to establish conservation cover.  Annual rental payments are based on soil types.  The land cannot be cropped, hayed or grazed. Land must have been in agriculture production for at least four years between 1996 and 2001.  The length of the contracts would be between 10 and 15 years.  If interested, please call the office for an appointment.

Acreage Reporting for Fall Crops 
Reminder:  When crops are planted past the July 15th final reporting date, you have 15 days from the date of planting to report those acreages to this office.  After 15 days, a $30 late file fee per tract applies.  Crops planted for a 2005 growing season harvest may be reported now and are not considered late until after the 2005 reporting deadlines next year. If you reported intended crops, please remember to call with your planting dates.  Also, please be sure to sign and return any acreage reports or other supporting forms that may have been mailed to you.  Thank you! 

FSA County Committee Elections

Ballots will be mailed in November to voters whose area is up for election.  The area up for election this year is local administrative area (LAA) 5.  LAA 5 consists of Cape May County, Estell Manor, Egg Harbor,  Egg Harbor City, Corbin City, Galloway, Maurice River Township, Atlantic City, Absecon, Brigantine, Linwood, Longport, Margate, Somers Point, Northfield, Pleasantville, Port Republic and Ventnor.  Remember to vote for the candidate of your choice.  You must return your signed ballot to this office by December 6, 2004.  Anyone, who does not receive a ballot and feels entitled to vote, should contact us at once to have a ballot sent.  You may also vote in person at the Woodstown FSA office on December 6, 2004 until 4:30 p.m.  The farmer-elected committee is your voice in USDA’s programs here in this area.  Members of the committee work with area residents to maintain the local focus of many USDA programs, inform people of what’s available, and help other producers understand how the programs work.  

Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program(DCP)

Final direct payments will be issued in October, 2004.  Complete acreage reports must be filed before any 2004 payments are issued.  If you reported intended acreage at the time of your visit, please call back with your planting dates, so we may certify your acreage.  If you have not reported any of your crop acreage, you may late file your report.  Please call to schedule an appointment to late file.

Advance payments are still available.  Producers may request 50% of their 2004 DCP Program payments now.  All eligibility requirements must be met before the payment is issued.  
Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP) 
If you have a NAP policy and suspect serious crop damage, you must report it to our office and file a notice of loss within 15 calendar days after the disaster occurrence or the date the damage to the specific crop acreage is apparent.  Once the notice of loss is approved, an application for payment must then be filed no later than the immediately subsequent crop year acreage reporting date for the crop, which in most cases would be July 15, 2005.  The sales closing date for a 2005 policy on Alfalfa, Barley, Clover, Grass, Mixed Forage, and Rye is September 30, 2004.  For Apples, Blueberries, Caneberries, Cherries, Cranberries, Grapes, Honey, Nectarines, Onions, Peaches, Pears, Plums, Scallions and Shallots, the sales closing date for a 2005 policy is November 20, 2004.

Federal Crop Insurance 

The Raleigh Regional Office of the USDA Risk Management Agency is reminding farmers that September 30, 2004 is the final date to obtain crop insurance on wheat, barley, and oats.  Current small grains policyholders also have until September 30 to make any changes to existing contracts.  Price elections for the 2005 crop are $3.50 per bushel for wheat, $2.35 for barley, and $1.60 for Oats.  Insurance premium subsidies have been significantly increased in recent years, particularly at the higher levels of coverage.  Farmers are strongly urged to contact a local crop insurance agent as soon as possible for premium quotes and other details.  For a list of crop insurance agents, farmers may contact their local USDA Farm Service Agency office.

Trade Adjustment Assistance Program (TAA)

Under TAA, USDA provides technical assistance and cash benefits to eligible farmers and fishermen whose crops or catch have been adversely affected by imports of like or directly competitive commodities.  After a petition has been certified for a group, eligible farmers and fishermen will have 90 days to contact the Farm Service Agency to apply for assistance.  Petitioners should file petition form FAS 930 in accordance with 7 CFR 1580.201. A Federal Register notice announcing the petition period for fiscal year 2005 was published on June 24, 2004. This notice may be accessed on the Web at http://www.fas.usda.gov/info/fr/ notices/html.
Producers seeking assistance under the Trade Adjustment Assistance for Farmers program for fiscal year 2005 may submit their requests to the Foreign Agricultural Service starting Aug. 16, 2004, and running through Jan. 31, 2005.  FAS must receive the petition by 5 p.m. EST, Jan. 31, 2005. Petitioners can send their petition by fax to (202) 720-0876, or by email to trade.adjustment@fas.usda.gov. 

Mail petitions to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Foreign Agricultural Service, Trade Adjustment Assistance Office, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, STOP 1021, Washington, DC 20250-1021. Use of fax or email is preferred.  The TAA petition form is located on the Web at http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/taa/resource. htm.  For further information or questions about completing form FAS-930, contact the TAA coordinator at (202) 720- 2916. General information about the TAA program can be found on the program’s Web site:  http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/taa/taaindex.htm.

Holiday – Our office will be closed on Monday, October 11, 2004 in observance of Columbus Day.

Area FSA Committee:
David Sheppard, Chairman
              Rita Muzzarelli, V. Chair
John Melora, Regular Member




Dennis Bitters, Regular Member            Robert Hackett, Regular Member       




“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity employer”
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