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“The following guidanco is effactve beginning July 7, 2003, and willbe used fo evaluating all GR appications for
fancing n fiscalyear 2003 (June 30, 2003 through Sepl 30, 2003)

EVALUATION GRITERIA
T use of the torms native cover, native aragsland, or native rangeland inthis workshast refers to land
Possessing native grasscs, forbs and shrubs, that have nevar beon plowad or otherwise manipulated by tllage
or othar similar actviy.

A. THREATS O CONVERSION - The GRP Natice of Fund Avallabilly (NOFA) requires priorty consideration bo
given to grasslands undar the greatest threat of conersion. The ldentifid threats Includo urbanization,
Cultivation, and lss of plant and animl blodiversly.

1) Thieat o conversion —urban fand
‘Assign poins n s category forfand locatad i the counlies dented in s 1997 NRI s fand having groatest
axpansion of urban buld-up 1982-1997, Tno doriiicd courtios aro listed an nckude fvo maor Metropoltan sreas of
Okiahoma and certain oher couniios axperincing fragmenied cocor davelopment . Nowata and Craig counins aro
opresonta due to ho prodorminance o ta grass praind boing ragmonted by ranchella”cevelopmen. Grazing ands.
insligible {0 receive polns n s calsgory ae lancs residing within (e corporata ciy s and caseman fand tna wil
include reserved land for ure pemanent siuctures except as dofned n the olowing. Easement ofers may include.
{an reserved fom oasoment not 10 xcaed 12 sre arca per 640 5cres of aferod nd. 1 75% orGreater of he
offered acres s native prassland, mutlly e score 1mos two.

2) Trraat o canversion - wind fams
Assign poins o (s calegory when atleast 50% o the ffere acres i locatadin an s denifed as oxcallent
esaurea poteiialon the OKiahoma Wind Power native (OWPI) Neural Netwaork Computer Model Map 02122102, The
map s avalable at hlp sy soc okstale eduloumiMirgResior i

31 Threatto conversion -
‘Assign poins under s caegory basad on the percent of he ofered acras wih 5o map unls having desiable
classfication for conversion 6 cropland. Cropend is ot eigible for crvalrent i the GRE. Howaver, hers ars many
acres of grasstand, natve and noducod, 1hat cow bo corverted {0 ropland wih inimalfan reatment cocis by the
land hoiders. Tho soil map unts wih e realest pofonil for copland conversion have a non-inigsied cropland
‘capabiy casslfcation of iass | or | These cassificatons ao focorded In Seclon. 201 tho Flold Office Tecmical
‘Gude, Cropland Inlrpretatons, Land Capabilty and Yields per Acre of Crops Repast, Thase iablos can be accessed in
he focal Fied Offco o at i/ ki, usdaqowlochicatsollcourty._flos/ndex bml. I tha ofred cover on at
10350 75% of th class. | and I lan 1 historic nave grasslands, mullply he a38igned ponis by

P i
s points under s calegory based on e percan! of ofered acres covered by the argotad invasive pant speci,
"The spscols) must be proson on the offrcd nd of the land immedately arjacent o o fforod land must be fested
ata concentiation tha posses an imiinen oat o the ofored scre. Ifhe $pecia s ol prosonl on tha offered acres
o sdjacent property score 2ero points. Targelo species for s eveluation poriod incude juipers, sal cedar (Tomarix
5pp.), musk thisle, and sercea lespedieza. Pariicipans i be ogurod (5 f8move and maiiain o control of hese
‘spacics for 10 If0 of the agraement. Restoraton cost-shar may be available fo i inial roaiment wihn o years of
envoiment i the GRP. Following Une tal reatment the paricipant wi have 1o mainiain (he populalon of these plrs.
ator below & 15% plant compositon fo the fekd In whichthey ara presen.

8. Non-Convorsion Evaluation Considerations. The critora n this saction will bo used to further evaluate
‘appiications that provide the greatost support o existing grasing operations and enhance the biodlversity
through protection of the grassland resource. For the FY2003 NOFA, amphasis Is placod on grasslands that do
ot require restoration cost-share assistance.

) Eorolment optins selecte by he apotcant
‘Assign poins in s catogory based on o avolment opion seectad by the paricipant, Th pains aro weighted o he
envolment options providing e greatet g erm protecion of he grassand resource.

2) Aces of crazing ands.to b prolected,rostored, o phancad
‘Area envolied vl have Proscived Grazing (528A) &or Forage Harves: Managamont (811) plannod and maintained
he consaraton plan fo e fo of tha sgrsementieasement. Exclusion ffom easemenis miay ol excaed one (1)
undoveloped two (2)ac. it per 840 acres oforod. Ponls ae awarded 1o gie preference for physical sta condilons
and ounarshp pators tral ofera fkeinoad tha he st il roain s habial funchion and vales.
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Jion o
Proximity o iher protacied grassland areas wil be as measured Ifom tho closos! point on the cdgo of the offered
acroage. Olher potcciod arcas must be ot east 2500 30rcs n sizo 0 allow ponta n hs category. Land enroed i the
(CRP or WRP 10-year restoralon ageaements do not qualify =5 ofer prolected aras for widie habial undsr this
Gategory. WRP 30-yoar and porpetual oasements can be considerdd as protociod habiat reas.

4 I ?
‘Assign poins forthe porcant of ffrad and (ral s native grassiands hat have nover baan tled o re-ostablshed by
planing. Abandoned cropland fokds that havo cstablshed naie pians Irough notursl rogenerafon, afivo range
planings,rees and Intocced grasses 6o nol contbuls o the 75% crtera.

51 Area Ofered il Incude Restorstion cr Enfencement of Sream Cordors Riparian Zonss
‘Assign points under s catogory hon a siraam and adjacent bufar wil b0 potoctod from vestock grazing o
encioachment ftom croppig by fencing oruse exchsion. Arezs wilhn i protected corrdorfiperian rea wil be
‘ostabishad 1 nalive vegelaton by oiher naural regeneraton or by laniing grasses, 16os, o shiubs as determingd on
ite by NRCS fiek stff n consultaion wh th applicant. Mirimum witns ofprsecied coridors/parian areas wil bs n
accordance wih the Standard and Specifcation for Riparian Forost Buffr (391). Liled summer grazing that avoids
nesting and fauring soasons and llows orfoll e-rowh can be plamiod as o wiikfs managemont pracice vhere

Hablat benefts would be achlovo. Trco plantings will have vestock axcluded for ho anie period of siablishrmont.
‘Score thiscatogory oy when al sirears aro protected and restorod. Stroams for hiscreron are perennial sieams as
defined and designated on USGS lopographic maps. I no perennial steans o prssanl on the offered scros Scord o
poinis i this calegory.

6)_Crtical haoia for sk widf or roleaion of vestened plant soecies
‘Assign points only when (ne strisk widife spocls), Grosler praie chicken, Lessar praie chicken, and Slack-aled
pralo dog, aro known (o b procon on tho ofrad cros. Consorvaton pecrices wil be Insialled and malniainad o the
hablat nesds of the specie(s). W can neve bo suro thal tho targeled Species wil uilze habiials maiained or
ennanced by Gonservalon practices, bul wo can insuro hat I gractcas wil provide al or partof o habiat
requirements of the species. B0 suro thal the e habiat improvement pian wilprovida habiat hat i suisble for
52 by the targeted species bfore assigning poinis under s cafegary.

7)_Cost Por Acte for Restoraion
Uss only the acres it ae drecly benefied by cost-share practices or managemen practces speciically imiomoriod
for grazing land restoration when calculating he costpor ac. Ag an exarmple: The landoviner wani 1o Geveiop a GRP.
Plan on par o a 640-acro rct o rangeland. The plan consits of constructing a 2-acre farm pand and fencing anather
10 acros of iarian bufer o xcludo lvstock. T loal benefted araa wil bo 12 acros. In s siaton, il of e cost
forconsiructng he pond, nstaling a freeze-prooftank, and fencing he area should bo Gidod by he 12 acres incudad
e plan. Do not ciide the cost by o enire 150 acies i th tract. Howovar,  tha samo lanconner aiso piannsd
o constct a fretreak and use prescribed burning a5 3 managermeni 1ol or the enie ract, the costof o practices.
‘Should bo lvidad by 64D acres, The acres usod for calculaing ihe Costper 8610 % Gucll I assigning points Under
his catogory. Bo sure the correct procedures are uset.




