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H CKS NAMED FSA' s DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR FOR COMMODI TY COPERATI ONS

WASHI NGTON, June 16, 1998 -— USDA Farm Servi ce Agency Admi ni strator
Keith Kelly today announced the appointnent of Vicki J. Hi cks as Deputy
Admi ni strator for Commodity Operations. “Vicki H cks has taken on one of the
toughest, wi de-ranging jobs in the Department of Agriculture,” Kelly said. *“I
can’t think of a nore consummate professional in USDA capabl e of handling the
job.”

The Deputy Administrator for Commodity Operations, DACO is responsible
for procurenent, storage, and distribution of commodities for domestic and
i nternational feeding and humanitarian aid prograns, and the managenent of the
U S. Warehouse Act. Donestically, DACOis called on in disaster situations to
provi de food assistance and enmergency relief, provide food to children and
ot hers under the National School Lunch Act and the Emergency Food Assi stance
Act of 1983, and provides support to other USDA agencies involved in
acquisition and distribution of commodities

Internationally, DACO procures commodities on behalf of the Agency for
I nternational Devel opnent and USDA' s Foreign Agricultural Service for
humani tari an and devel opment use, including Title Il and Il of the P.L. 480
Food for Peace program Food for Progress program and Section 416(b)
activities that allow the donation of food and feed commodities for overseas
humani tari an assi stance.

“These prograns do nore than $1 billion worth of business a year,” Kelly
said. “Vicki’s policy background on Capitol H Il in agriculture and
i nternational issues, and her experience as the Assistant DACO over the past 4
years gives her unique qualifications for this w de-ranging and difficult
assignment. | have every confidence Vicki will do an excellent job.”
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In addition to the conmodity prograns, DACO administers the Dairy Price
Support Program purchasing, arranging for transportation and storage,
handl i ng, and inspection of dairy products. Qher activities include managi ng
the U S. Warehouse Act providing reliable protection for producers, regul atory
supervision of the storage of agricultural products, provides warehouse
recei pts that can be used as | oan collateral, and oversees the
nondi scri m natory operation of warehouses. This office also inspects
war ehouses |icensed under the U S. Warehouse Act to insure conpliance.
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NOTE: Farm Servi ce Agency (FSA) news rel eases and nedi a advi sories are
avail able on the Wrld Wde Wb at FSA's Hone Page: http://ww.fsa.usda. gov



