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2002 Farm Bill Meeting

Two 2002 Farm Bill Producer Meetings
have been scheduled for Thursday, August
15th.  The first meeting will be held in Dalhart
at the Dalhart Senior Citizen's Center from
10:00 am to 12:00 pm and the second meeting
will be from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm at the Hartley
Community Building in Hartley.

These meetings are being held to provide
you a general overview of the DCP Farm
Program contained in the 2002 Farm Bill, to
show you your options under the Program and
the information FSA will need to begin the
enrollment process, and to help you
understand the Summary Acreage History
Report you will begin receiving next week.

Additionally, representatives from the Texas
Agricultural Extension Service will be present
to help you use their Base & Yield Calculator
software which will be a valuable tool in
helping you decide your level of participation
in the DCP Farm Program.

Under the Program and based on past
planting history for a farm, producers may
have up to five 2002-2007 crop acreage base
options for a farm and the ability to update
crop yields under certain conditions.

With the short time frame FSA has to
implement this program, we encourage all
producer to schedule time to attend one or
both of these meetings.

Maintaining Idle PFC Acres

PFC participants are required to protect all
idle contract acres from erosion and weeds.
Weeds are not an acceptable cover and must
be mowed.  Failure to control weeds on
contract acres could cause a loss of program
benefits and/or penalties being applied.

Late Filed Acreage Reports

July 15th was the deadline to timely file your
final 2002 crop acreage report. Your crop
report is an eligibility requirement for most
programs. Acreage reports are mandatory if
you:
§ Plant vegetables on a farm with a

Production Flexibility Contract
§ Request an LDP, commodity loan, or

Graze-Out payment
§ Participate in the 10-year Conservation

Reserve Program (CRP)
§ Participate in the Noninsured Assistance

Program (NAP)
If you failed to report any of your crop

acreage, you can still do so by paying a late-
file fee provided evidence of the crop is still
present in the field.

Emergency CRP Haying & Grazing

Hartley County has been approved for
emergency haying and grazing of CRP acres.
Before haying or grazing may begin on CRP
acreage, participants must:
§ file a request for these activities on CRP

acreage.
§ obtain a haying and grazing plan from the

Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), and

§ have their application approved by the
County Committee.

Participants who request to hay CRP must
also agree to:
§ Leave at least 50 percent of each field or

contiguous fields unhayed for wildlife, or
§ Leave at least 25 percent of each field or

contiguous fields ungrazed.
CRP hay can now be sold but the same CRP

acreage may not be hayed and grazed. Haying
is limited to one cutting.  Uncut portions must
be left in a contiguous block where possible.
Unless the CRP haying or grazing rights or
hay are donated to an eligible livestock
producer with a compelling need, any CRP
acreage hayed or grazed is subject to a 25
percent per acre annual rental payment
reduction. The 2002 annual rental payment
scheduled to be made after October 1st, will be
reduced by the number of acres actually hayed
or grazed in FY 2002, times the CRP annual
rental payment, times 25 percent, and
participants planning on donating the hay or
haying or grazing rights should contact this
office before agreeing to the donation to a
livestock producer.

Participants must notify the county FSA
office when haying or grazing activities have
been completed.  The final date for reporting
the number of acres hayed or grazed is
September 3rd.  If grazing or haying activities
are completed earlier than August 31st,
producers must notify FSA within 10 calendar
days of discontinuing the approved activity.
CRP payment reduction will continue to be
calculated until FSA receives notification by
the producer that haying or grazing has been
completed.

NAP Sales Closing Dates

September 3rd is the final date to purchase a
2003 small grain grazing NAP policy while
September 30th is the final day to purchase a
2003 small grain forage NAP policy.
Producers who purchased either of these type
of policies for their 2002 small grain crops are
reminded that these are also the final dates to
pay the applicable service fees in order for
their policy to continue for 2003.

Dates to Remember

August 15th -- 2002 Farm
Bill Producer Meetings

September 2nd -- Office
Closed for Labor Day

September 3rd -- Last Day
to Purchase a 2003
Small Grain Grazing
NAP Policy

September 30th -- Last Day
to Purchase a 2003
Small Grain Forage
NAP Policy



Farm Bill Update

Farm bill programs are beginning to take shape and we are looking forward to informing you about program details as soon
as we can. Here is a sampling of the next commodity program.
Direct Payments – Direct payments will be calculated on either the farm's 2002 contract payment acres or the 1998-2001
average planted acres, at the option of the producer. Yields for all crops except oilseeds will be based on the 2002 contract
payment yields. Oilseed yields will be determined on the farm's 1998-2001 average yields reduced by a national factor.  A
direct payment equal to 50% of your total payment will be issued December 1 of the year prior to the year the crop is
harvested. The balance is issued in October of the year the crop is harvested.  Direct payments are issued regardless of market
prices.
Counter Cyclical Payments – These payments are issued when the effective price for a crop year is less than the target price.
The effective price is equal to the sum of the following:

(1) The higher of the 12-month farm price or the national average loan rate; and
(2) The direct payment rate.
The payment rate is the difference between the target price and the effective price. Payments will be paid on 85 percent of

the base acres (the payment acres). Payments will be calculated by multiplying the commodity’s counter-cyclical payment
rate times the payment acres times the counter-cyclical payment yield.
Base & Yields - Base acres are established using either of the following:
§ Currently established production flexibility contract acreage for the farm and the average of the planted and prevented

planted oilseed acreage from 1998 to 2001; or
§ The average of the 1998 to 2001 planted and prevented planted acreage of covered commodities.
Acreage Reports for History - If you did not report your planted crop acres between 1998 and 2001, you can now late-file
your acreage report at no cost.  This history will be used to create a base history for direct and counter-cyclical payments.
Late-filed acreage reports require that you provide acceptable evidence of the existence and disposition of the crop. Evidence
may include:
§ Ledger sheets to show marketing of the crop
§ Documentation showing payments were received
§ Seed receipts showing the amount, variety, and date purchased
§ Contract to produce a crop
§ Receipts for cleaning, treating, etc., for the seed planted

Please plan on attending the Producer Meetings on August 15th and continue to watch for future newsletters and mailings
from our office.  The actions you take now will impact your farm for the next six years.

Holiday

This office will be closed on Monday, September 2nd for Labor Day.  Have a safe and happy holiday.

If you have any questions about this newsletter or any FSA program, please come by this office or call us at (806) 365-4453
extension 2.


