September 26, 2003

Farm Service Agency

The Hartley County Harvester

Hartley County FSA
District 1

PO Box 177

Hartley, TX 79044-0177

Voice: (806) 365-4453
FAX: (806) 365-4446

Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00 AM — 4:30 PM

County Committee:
Joe Parker

Jason Schniederjan
Bud Snead

Minority Advisor:
Babette Spinhirne

Farm Program Staff:
Glen Clugy, CED
Becky Brown, PT
Becky Voight, PT
Teresa Gates, PT
Leanna Evans, PT

Farm Loan Staff:
(Dalhart Office)
Marc Lathem, FLM
Barbara Koch, PT

Regular Committee Meetings
held on the 3¢ Wednesday of
each Month.

Dates to Remember

September 30" — Last Day
to purchase 2004 FCIC
Coverage for Small
Grain Grain Acres

September 30" — Last Day

to purchase 2004 FSA
NAP coverage for
Hay/Ensilage Small
Grain Acres October
13" — Office Closed for
Columbus Day
October 24" — Final Date
to Signup for the 2001/
2002 LAP Program
December 1% — Final Date
to Cast Ballot in 2003

COC Election

On the World Wide Web:

USDA Washington Office
www.usda.gov

FSA Washington Office
www.fsa.usda.gov

Texas State FSA Office
www.fsa.usda.gov/tx

Hartley FSA
www.fsa.usda.gov/tx/tx205

USDA
LOLI

Livestock Assistance Program (LAP)

This office is accepting applications to
participate in the 2001/2002 Livestock
Assistance Program (LAP). Producers who
had livestock in the County in 2001 or 2002
may be able to apply for it.

Although LAP is a grazing loss program,
payments are based on the lesser of the
caculated pasture value or the vaue of
livestock feed alowance multiplied by the
producer's maximum grazing loss.  The
digible amount is 50 percent of the loss
amount. A producer must have control of
adequate grazing land to support the eigible
livestock.

A producer's LAP payment will be reduced
by the amount(s) the producer received under
2002 Catle Feed Program, Livestock
Compensation Programs, Phase | and |l
regardless of whether the LAP payment is for
2001 or 2002. Payments are limited to
$40,000, and adjusted gross income (AGI)
limitations apply. Sign-up ends October 24,
2003 and late-filed provisions do not apply.

2003 Crop Losses

Once again we are in a year with weather-
related problems. At this time there is no
program to cover 2003 crop losses. If your
2003 crops sustained a weather-related yield
reduction, contact your insurance company
within 15 days of the loss. If you have NAP
coverage, contact our office within 15 days
after the loss is apparent. We will have aloss
adjuster inspect, appraise or measure the crop.
As dways, documentation is important. With
the current program your records must show
quantity and quality.

Forage producers should have their
nutritionist do a complete measurement of
your forage crop once harvest is complete, not
just aquality test.

Spousal Signatures

A husband and wife may sign documents on
behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity
Credit Corporation programs in which either
has an interest. This option is automatically
available unless a written request for exclusion
is made to the County Office from either
spouse. Exceptions include: clam settlements
and lien filings.

Holiday

This office will be closed on Monday,
October 13" for Columbus Day.

( County Committee Election
OTE!

Make a diference. - NOMINations for the County
Committee (COC) election were due in the
county office by the close of busness
September 5" and the only nomination
received for the 2003 Election was Ray “Bud’
Snead, I1l. Therefore; Mr. Snead will be the
only candidate listed on the ballot.
The next step in the election process is the
mailing of the ballots, which will begin on
October 18". Voters have until December T
to return their ballots to this office.
If youre on the mailing list for this
newsdletter, the chances are you are an digible
voter. Anyone who meets the requirements in
1 or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible to vote.
1. Be of lega voting age and have an
interest in a farm or ranch as either of the
following:
= an owner, operator, tenant, or sharecropper,
or

= a patner in a generad partnership or
member of a joint venture that has an
interest in a farm as an owner, operator,
tenant, or sharecropper; or

2. Not of lega voting age, but supervises
and conducts the farming operations on an
entire farm; and

3. Eligible to participate in any FSA
program that is provided for by law, regardiess
of the status of funding.

Hartley County is divided into three locd
administrative areas (LAA) and each LAA is
represented by one member on the county
committee. A person may vote in only one
LAA and this year's election is for LAA #1
which is the western half of the County.

No person shall be denied the right to vote
because of race, color, nationa origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, politicad bdliefs,
sexual orientation or marital or family status.

CRP Continuous Signup

The 26th general CRP sign up ended on
June 13, and we're in the process of notifying
producers whether their offers were accepted.
Eligible cropland that wasn't accepted during
the general sign up can be re-offered during
the next general sign up or offered under
CRP's continuous sign up program.

Environmentally sensitive land devoted to
certain conservation practices may be enrolled
in CRP at any time under continuous sign-up.
Offers must meet certain land and producer
digibility requirement and county has not
reached the 25% cropland limitation. Offers
for continuous sign-up are not subject to
competitive bidding.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at 202-720-

2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14" and

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC, 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




2001/2002 Crop Disaster Program (CDP)

We are till taking applications for the 2001/2002 Crop
Disaster Program (CDP). Quadlifying producers have a
choice of receiving payments for crop losses due to weather
for either the 2001 crop year or the 2002 crop year, but not
both. CDP will provide assistance for losses due to low
yields, prevented planting, reduced quaity and value loss
crops. The maximum payment amount is $80,000 per
“person”.

To be €ligible, your crop production must have been
reduced by more than 35 percent from the "expected
production”. Quality loss payments are available when the
loss in quality exceeds 20%. The disaster payment is based
on 50% of the payment rate for producers with insurance or
NAP and 45% of the payment rate if you didn't purchase
some type of coverage.

Finally, due to software restraints, we are encouraging you
to apply now if you plan to apply for 2001-year assistance.
Soon, we will not have the ability to create farm records in
our computer system. Therefore; we can serve you better if
you file immediately.

Linkage for Disaster Program

Producers receiving a disaster CDP payment and who did
not have a crop insurance policy are required to purchase
Buy-Up Crop Insurance for the next 2 years. If insurance is
not available for your crop, you must purchase Non-insured
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage from FSA on that crop
for the next 2 years. Please check with your local FSA
office for sales closing dates on non-insurable crops in your
county. Failure to purchase insurance or NAP requires you
to refund the disaster payment with interest.

DCP Signup Starts Next Month

The DCP s€ign-up period for fisca year 2004 is from
October 1, 2003 to June 1, 2004. The CCC-509 form,
"Direct and Counter-cyclical Program Contract,” includes
base acres, payment acres, payment yields, producer
payment shares, advance direct and counter-cyclical
payment selections and signatures of the producer and
county office representative.

The 2004 CCC-509 must be submitted by June 1, 2004.
All owners and operators who will share in the DCP
payments on the farm must sign the CCC-509. Forms with
signatures that are obtained after June 1, 2004, but before
Sept. 30, 2004, will be accepted, but the farm will be
assessed a late-file sign-up fee of $100.

Farm producers must apply for DCP on an annua basis
and can opt out of participating in DCP for any year if they
so choose.

The following documents are required and applicable
determinations must be made before the County Committee
can approve a producer’s share on the CCC-509 for
payment:
= afarm-operating plan (CCC-502 and related forms),
= an average adjusted gross income certification (CCC-

526), and
= a cetification of compliance with highly erodible land

and wetland conservation provisions (AD-1026).

A certification of the acreage of al cropland on the farm
(FSA-578) is needed before fina payments can be issued.

Designation by Land Owner

When a change occurs in the ownership or operation of a
farm, a farm reconstitution is in order. For example, if you
sl al or part of the farm or someone else starts operating
part of the farm, afarm division isin order.

There are 4 methods for dividing crop acreage bases
between farms.
= Edtate,
= Desgnation by Landowner,
= DCP Cropland, and
= Default.

The designation by landowner method is the divison of
acreage bases, alotments and quotas in the manner agreed to
by the parent farm owner and purchaser or transferee. This
method is used when part or al of afarm or atract is sold.

To use this method, the land that is sold must have been
owned for at least three years, and the owner of the parent
fam and the purchaser must file a signed written
memorandum of understanding (MOU) designating bases,
allotments and quotes. The MOU must be filed before the
farm is reconstituted or there is any subsequent transfer of
ownership.

When using the 'designation by landowner' method, all
sdlers and buyers must sign a form FSA-155, required in
farm recongtitutions.

A request for afarm division after current fiscal year DCP
payments have been made will be processed in the
subsequent fiscal year. However, if the producer wants the
reconstitution processed in the current fisca vyear, dl
payments shall be refunded. After the payments are
refunded, the reconstitution will be processed.

Trade Adjustment Assistance Program

As part of the new farm hill, the USDA will be providing
technical assistance and cash benefits to eligible agricultura
producers under the Trade Adjustment Assistance program
(TAA). Program €ligibility begins with a petition (FAS-
930) submitted to the Secretary of Agriculture by a producer
group that has witnessed a price decline due to increased
imports of a commodity. If Secretary Veneman determines
that the nationa average price for a commodity during the
most recent year is less than 80 percent of the nationd
average price for the last five years, then producers of that
commodity can apply for assstance. Up to $90 million
(nationwide) will be appropriated for each fiscal year from
2003 through 2007 to help farmers who have suffered price
declines due to increased imports of any particular
commodity.

Producers or producer organizations interested in
submitting a FAS-930 petition form can obtain a copy in our
office or via the Internet at
http://www/fas.usda.gov/itp/taalFA S0930.pdf.

Although FSA will play a significant role in delivering the
TAA program to producers, particulars of the program are
still being defined at the national level. As soon as we have
received €eligibility, application and related directives, we
will pass aong the information to our producers.

If you have any questions about this newdetter or any FSA
program, please come by this office or call us at (806) 365
4453 extension 2.



