CRP Maintenance

The primary nesting season for Washington is April 1 through June 1.  During this time period, prior approval of the County Committee is required to treat weeds by mowing, burning, or spraying on contracts that have received final stand certification.  Treatment must be limited to areas that have weed problems.  Treatment of entire fields for cosmetic purposes is not allowed.

Outside the nesting period, you are allowed to perform spot treatment without any prior approval from FSA.  Other restrictions apply until July 1, 2004.
Weed control is a must on CRP land.  While prior approval may be required during certain times, FSA will grant it for any legitimate weed problems.  Also, activities such as harrowing or chopping of dried up mustards and Russian thistle after the nesting period has ended can be a valuable tool to keep these weeds from getting on your neighbor's property.  These activities help maintain grass vigor and ensure that you have a viable cover for the entire contract period.  Some existing stands will be old by the time your contract expires, so helping them to maintain vigor and generating new growth periodically is time well spent.  CRP contracts contain a $5 per year, per acre maintenance incentive to perform these activities so you are being compensated to keep your stand in good health already.

Remember that these rules only apply to contracts that have been certified as meeting stand requirements.  If your stand has not been certified, you may, and are contractually required to perform any weed control activities necessary, at any time of the year as called for in your conservation plan.  Failure of your stand due to lack of weed control may lead to payment reductions or contract termination.

CRP contracts may be revised to include certain maintenance practices in mid-contract to maintain stand vigor and diversity.  Fifty percent cost-sharing is available if these activities are included in your conservation plan and approved by FSA before work begins.  Examples of practices include:  mowing, herbicide application and fertilization.
For more information, contact your Farm Service Agency county office.
