USDA Funds Emergency Conservation Program

(Spokane, WA, Oct. 26, 2004) – Recent Congressional passage of a disaster relief package included more than $305,000 for the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) in Washington state said James F. Fitzgerald, Farm Service Agency State Executive Director.   Agricultural producers in Okanogan, Skagit and Snohomish counties may be reimbursed for conservation expenses related to previous drought and flood conditions.

The program makes available cost-share dollars for removing debris or repairing fence as a result of flooding in Skagit and Snohomish counties in early 2004.  It also provides cost-share dollars for livestock water developments in Okanogan County for the drought from the fall of 2002 through the spring of 2003. A sign-up for the program occurred last year but FSA will take late-filed applications.  Producers will need to provide documentation for the costs of any conservation work done.

Eligibility for ECP assistance is determined by county Farm Service Agency committees, based on individual on-site inspections, taking into account the type and extent of the damage. Cost-share assistance of up to 75 percent of the cost of a temporary practice and 50 percent of a permanent installation is available.

Requests for cost-sharing of $50,000 or less per person per disaster are evaluated and approved by county committees. State FSA committees must approve all applications for assistance for more than $50,000. Applications for amounts greater than $100,000 must be approved by the Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs.

The USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) may provide technical assistance for ECP.

For additional information about the Emergency Conservation Program, contact the Farm Service Agency, listed under the U.S. Department of Agriculture or check the Farm Service Agency website at http://www.fsa.usda.gov.
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