Federal Program Begins for Lamb and Sheep Producers
     
(Spokane, WA, October 26, 2004) – Sign-up for the Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Program began this week according to James F. Fitzgerald, Farm Service Agency State Executive Director.  The program provides direct payments to producers who purchased or retained ewe lambs between August 1, 2003 and July 31, 2004.  A deadline for the sign-up period has not been set yet.


The U.S. Department of Agriculture allocated $18 million for the program to encourage the replacement and retention of ewe lamb breeding stock.  The maximum amount an eligible producer may receive for each qualifying ewe lamb will be $18.00, subject to the availability of funds.  If the number of applications exceeds the amount of funding available, the Farm Service Agency will prorate the payments.


Qualifying ewe lambs are those younger than 18 months and have not produced offspring during the base period of August 1, 2003 to July 31, 2004.  Purchased or retained lambs are those acquired or have been in a producer’s possession during the base period and through one complete offspring lambing cycle.  Two exceptions exist.    Ewe lambs that produced offspring prior to August 1, 2003 and were younger than 18 months would still qualify for the program as long as they did not produce offspring during the base period.  If a producer sold a ewe lamb before the program became available but still had ownership of the lamb for part of the qualifying time period, the producer could still receive payment for the lamb.


Certification regarding certain diseases is required.  Payments are not available for ewe lambs for which payments were received under the Lamb Meat Adjustment Assistance Program.  

Producers should file an application for benefits in the county where their sheep and lamb operations are physically located.  Applications are available at Farm Service Agency offices or online at http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov\eforms\mainservlet.

       
More information on the Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Payment Program is available at county Farm Service Agency offices (listed under U.S. Department of Agriculture) and on FSA’s Web site at: www.fsa.usda.gov.  
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