
DATE:     February 2004 
 

TO:          Interested Individuals  
 

FROM:    Wisconsin State Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
 

RE:          Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) of 1978 
 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Act became effective on February 2, 1979.  It requires any 
foreign person who: 
 

a) Acquires or transfers any interest other than a security interest in agricultural land to 
submit a completed form FSA-153 to the Secretary of Agriculture not later than 90 days 
after the date of acquisition or transfer, or; 

 
b) Holds any interest, other than a security interest, in agricultural land on February 1, 1979, 

should have submitted a report to the Secretary by August 1, 1979. 
 

The information required by the Secretary should be reported on form FSA-153. A copy of this 
form is can be obtained from the local FSA office or can be downloaded from the Wisconsin FSA 
website at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wi/programs/factsheets/2003%20AFIDA/Form%20FSA-
153.PDF . 
 
We encourage you to give a copy of this form to clients who are foreign persons owning, acquiring 
or transferring agricultural land in the United States or its territories or possessions. Please instruct 
them to return completed forms to the local county FSA office. 
 
FSA-153 forms shall be analyzed by the United States Department of Agriculture agency staff to 
develop reports for the Secretary of Agriculture for issue to Congress and the agriculture 
department in each State.  Completed FSA-153 forms and the analysis shall be available for public 
inspection at the Department of Agriculture, located in Washington D.C.  
 
Also at the WI FSA website link listed earlier (and attached with this email message), you will find 
a FSA fact sheet containing important facts that you should consider with any land sales or 
purchases as they pertain to foreign persons, FSA's Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts 
or FSA inventory farms. 
 
We appreciate your cooperation and any help you can provide to affected individuals pertaining to 
this important matter. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the foreign persons Act and the FSA-153 form, CRP 
contracts or FSA inventory farms, please contact the local FSA offices, which are located in USDA 
Service Centers throughout the state.  Contact information for local FSA offices is also available on 
the web at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/edso/state/state.asp?state=55 . 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Teresa Jackson   
WI State FSA Office 
(608) 662-4422, ext 141 
teresa.jackson@wi.usda.gov 


