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1  Overview 

 

A Background 

 

Revised versions of AD-1026 and AD-1026 Appendix (dated 6-30-14) were issued to reflect 

the linkage for any premium subsidy eligibility for crop insurance policy or plan paid by 

FCIC to compliance with HELC and WC provisions, as required by the Agricultural Act 

of 2014.  The linkage of eligibility for the crop insurance premium subsidy to compliance 

with HELC and WC provisions results in some crop insurance customers becoming subject 

to HELC and WC provisions for the first time. 

 

As conservation compliance matured from initial request for determinations in the 1980’s to 

self-certification of compliance and wetland changes to existing operations, the AD-1026 

revisions reflected the certification needs of the times.  With the introduction of new 

producers to compliance, some crop insurance customers have expressed uncertainty about 

completing AD-1026, especially if they do not produce an “agricultural commodity” as 

defined for HELC and WC purposes.  Accordingly, the current revision of AD-1026 and 

AD-1026 Appendix (dated 10-30-14) accommodates the needs of a broader range of 

agriculture producers required to provide compliance certification. 

 

B Purpose 
 

This notice: 

 

 explains: 

 

 the changes that have been made to AD-1026 and AD-1026 Appendix to improve the 

use of the form 

 

 provides instructions for using AD-1026 (dated 10-30-14) 

 

 obsoletes Notice CP-701. 

 

Disposal Date 

 

January 1, 2015 

Distribution 

 

State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices 
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2  Explanation of AD-1026 and AD-1026 Appendix Changes 
 

A Description of Changes to AD-1026 
 
The most significant changes on AD-1026 (10-30-14) were made to item 5, as follows: 
 

 the check () box in item 5 A may be checked by producers who do not have interest in 
land devoted to agriculture, such as bee keepers who place their hives on another 
person’s land, but do not own or lease any agricultural land themselves or share in the 
production of a crop 

 

 the check () box in item 5 B may be checked by producers who only participate in crop 
insurance and meet the criteria indicated for that check () box. 

 
The item 5 A and 5 B check () boxes are intended to allow the producers to bypass the 
HELC/WC compliance questions in Part B, and proceed to Part D, if the HELC/WC 
compliance questions have no applicability to their situation. 
 
Additionally, to allow easier referencing of AD-1026 items, the numbering scheme has been 
changed to continue throughout AD-1026, instead of starting over with each part. 
 

B Changes to AD-1026 Appendix 
 
AD-1026 Appendix has been revised to provide additional clarity to producers about HELC 
and WC provisions, and the certifications they are making by signing AD-1026.  
Specifically, revised AD-1026 Appendix (10-30-14) includes a definition of “perennial crop” 
as a reference for completing item 5, and provides a link to a list of perennial and annual 
crops maintained by USDA.  If the producer cannot find their crop listed, they are referred to 
their local USDA Service Center for a local determination. 
 
Note: AD-1026 Appendix will now be displayed after AD-1026 when downloaded from the 

FFAS Employee Forms/Publications Online Website at 
http://fsaintranet.sc.egov.usda.gov/dam/ffasforms/forms.html. 

 
3  Using the New AD-1026 (10-30-14) 
 

A AD-1026 Filing Requirements 
 
AD-1026 and AD-1026 Appendix (dated 10-30-14) replaces all previous versions and shall 
be used for any producer needing to file AD-1026. 
 
Important: There is no requirement for producers to file the new version of AD-1026 or 

receive the new version of AD-1026 Appendix.  Any existing AD-1026 on 
file for a producer remains valid as long as the answers to the questions on 
AD-1026 do not change and the producer does not violate HELC or WC 
provisions. 

 
B Additional Guidance 

 
Procedure in 6-CP will be updated in the near future to include AD-1026 (10-30-14) and 
AD-1026 Appendix (10-30-14) and other guidance. 
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3  Using the New AD-1026 (10-30-14) (Continued) 

 

C Instructions for Completing AD-1026 (10-30-14) 

 

Complete AD-1026 according to the following instructions. 

 

Item Instruction 

Part A – Basic Information 

1 Enter producer’s full name or the name of the business entity applying for USDA 

program benefits. 

2 Enter last 4 digits of the producer’s SSN or TIN. 

3 Enter crop year for which benefits are being requested.  In most cases, it will be the 

current crop year.  However, if applying for program benefits for a past year, enter 

the specific year applicable to the application. 

4 List all affiliated persons with farming interests (as owner, operator, or other 

producer on any farm).  Only affiliated persons of the producer requesting program 

benefits with farming interests are required to complete AD-1026.  See 

AD-1026 Appendix, item 7 to determine affiliated persons. 

5  Check () box: 

 

 “A”, if the producer in Part A, or any affiliated person, does not have an interest 

in land devoted to agriculture.  Examples include bee keepers who place their 

hives on another person’s land, producers of crops grown in greenhouses, and 

producers of aquaculture and these producers do not own/lease any agricultural 

land themselves. 

 

Note: Do not check () box if the producer shares in a crop. 

 

 “B” if the producer in Part A, or any affiliated person, does not participate in any 

USDA program that is subject to HELC and WC compliance except Federal 

Crop Insurance, and only has interest in land devoted to agriculture that is 

exclusively used for perennial crops, except sugarcane, and has not converted a 

wetland after February 7, 2014. 

 

Note: All 3 conditions must exist to check this box. 

 

Perennial crops include, but are not limited to, tree fruit, tree nuts, grapes, olives, 

native pasture, and perennial forage.  A producer that produces alfalfa should contact 

NRCS at the nearest USDA Service Center to determine whether such production 

qualifies as production of a perennial crop.  A crop list for compliance purposes is 

located at www.nrcs.usda.gov/compliance. 

 

If either box “A” or box “B” is checked, go to Part D, read and complete the 

certification. 
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3  Using the New AD-1026 (10-30-14) (Continued) 

 

C Instructions for Completing AD-1026 (10-30-14) (Continued) 

 

Item Instruction 

Part B – HELC/WC Compliance Questions 

6 ENTER “X” in either the “Yes” or “No” box. 

 

Answer “Yes” if during the crop year entered in Part A, or the term of a requested 

USDA loan, the producer in Part A, did or will plant and produce an agriculture 

commodity on land for which an HEL determination has not been made. 

 

If “Yes” is answered, FSA will request a HEL determination from NRCS for the 

specific fields provided in Part C. 

7 ENTER “X” in either the “Yes” or “No” box for each of the items in 7A, 7B, 

and 7C.  Item 7A, 7B, and 7C questions refer to drainage activity.  

IF… THEN… 

“Yes” is answered in 

item 7A or 7B 

FSA will request a wetland evaluation from NRCS for 

the specific areas listed in Part C. 

“Yes” is answered in 

item 7C (maintenance) 

a certified wetland determination is not required.  

NRCS will be notified of the intention to maintain an 

existing drainage system. 

8 ENTER “X” in Box A, if the producer represented in Part A has FCIC crop 

insurance and AD-1026 represents the first time the producer in Part A, including 

affiliated person, has been subject to HELC and WC provisions. 

 

ENTER “X” in Box B, if either of the following applies to the producer in Part A for 

the specified crop year in Part A number 3: 

 

 tenant on a farm that will not be in compliance with HELC and WC provisions 

because the landlord refuses to allow compliance, but other farms associated with 

that landlord are in compliance (AD-1026B must be completed) 

 

 landlord of a farm that is not or will not be in compliance with HELC and WC 

provisions because of a violation by the tenant on that farm, but other farms not 

associated with that tenant are in compliance (AD-1026C must be completed). 

 

If neither Box A or B are checked, proceed to Part D. 
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3  Using the New AD-1026 (10-30-14) (Continued) 

 

C Instructions for Completing AD-1026 (10-30-14) (Continued) 

 

Item Instruction 

Part C – Additional Information 

9 Must be completed only if “Yes” was answered in Part B, item 6 or 7.  List farm, 

tract, and field number in A.  Briefly describe activity in B.  List land use and specify 

crops in C.  List the location county in D.  Forward to NRCS the request for 

determinations only for those fields that will be used in the production of an 

agriculture commodity as defined by HELC and WC, or locations specifically 

identified for wetlands determinations in Part B. 

Part D – Certifications 

10 The producer shall read the Certification of Compliance statement and sign and date 

the certification. 

 

The producer should not sign AD-1026 if the producer’s farming operation is not in 

compliance with all HELC and WC provisions. 

11 This item is for FSA use only. 
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3  Using the New AD-1026 (10-30-14) (Continued) 

 

D Example of AD-1026 (10-30-14) and AD-1026 Appendix (10-30-14) (Continued) 

 

The following is an example of AD-1026 (10-30-14) and AD-1026 Appendix (10-30-14) that 

are available at http://fsaintranet.sc.egov.usda.gov/dam/ffasforms/forms.html. 
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3  Using the New AD-1026 (10-30-14) (Continued) 

 

D Example of AD-1026 (10-30-14) and AD-1026 Appendix (10-30-14) (Continued) 
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3  Using the New AD-1026 (10-30-14) (Continued) 

 

D Example of AD-1026 (10-30-14) and AD-1026 Appendix (10-30-14) (Continued) 

 

 
 

 

 

10-30-14     Page 8 



Notice CP-703 

 

3  Using the New AD-1026 (10-30-14) (Continued) 

 

D Example of AD-1026 (10-30-14) and AD-1026 Appendix (10-30-14) (Continued) 
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3  Using the New AD-1026 (10-30-14) (Continued) 

 

D Example of AD-1026 (10-30-14) and AD-1026 Appendix (10-30-14) (Continued) 
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