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CRP Overview
Background
CRP rental rates are based on local dryland cash rental
rates. Producers may offer land at these rates or may
offer a lower rental rate to increase the likelihood that
their offer will be acceptable.

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a
voluntary conservation program available to
agricultural producers to assist them to enhance
environmentally-sensitive lands. Producers enrolled
in the CRP plant long-term, resource-conserving
covers such as introduced or native grasses or trees
to improve the quality of water, control soil erosion,
and enhance wildlife habitat.

CRP cost share assistance is available to eligible
participants in an amount not to exceed 50 percent of
the eligible costs of establishing the approved practice.

General Signup

In return, FSA provides participants with rental
payments and cost-share assistance for 10 to 15
years.

Because not all offers can be accepted, they are
evaluated and ranked using an Environmental Benefits
Index (EBI) based on the environmental benefits
expected to accrue if the land is enrolled in the CRP.

The 41st CRP Signup

Use of the EBI ensures that the most environmentallysensitive lands relative to cost are selected and that all
offers are considered fairly.

On January 28, 2011, USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack
announced that a CRP general sign-up would begin on
March 14, 2011, and continue through April 15, 2011.

The six EBI factors are:

Eligibility Criteria

N1, Wildlife Habitat Cover Benefits;
N2, Water Quality Benefits From Reduced Erosion,
Runoff and Leaching;
N3, On-Farm Benefits of Reduced Erosion;
N4, Enduring Benefits;
N5, Air Quality Benefits; and
N6, Cost.

For land to be eligible for general signup, it must be:
cropland that has been planted or considered
planted to an agricultural commodity 4 of the 6
years between 2002 through 2007; and
physically and legally capable of being planted in a
normal manner to an agricultural commodity; or
certain marginal pastureland.

New for Signup 41 EBI
A new practice, CP42, Pollinator Habitat, was added;
Existing stands of grasses and trees were added to
subfactor N1a wildlife habitat cover types;
Water developments no longer receive EBI points
under subfactor N1b for wildlife enhancement; and
Subfactor N1c, Wildlife Priority Zones was changed
to provide 30 points only when subfactor N1a score
is greater than or equal to 40.

Also, cropland must:
have a weighted average Erosion Index of 8 or
greater;
be expiring CRP; or
be located in a national or State Conservation
Priority Area.
Rental and Cost Share Payments
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Offered Acres
FSA received 38,715 offers
to enroll about 3.75 million
acres

Average EBI Score
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Acceptable Acres
About 2.83 million acres on 29,878 offers were acceptable.
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1/ Not including continuous signup enrollment between May and September 2011.
*Data withheld to avoid disclosure of individual operations.
.
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1/ Includes land that may have been in CRP in the past.
*Data withheld to avoid disclosure of individual operations.
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Note: Acceptable acres may be listed in multiple categories.
*Data withheld to avoid disclosure of individual operations.
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1/

1/ Not including practices: permanent wildlife habitat, wildlife food plots, rare and declining habitat, and pollinator habitat.
*Data withheld to avoid disclosure of individual operations.
.
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Continuous CRP
Continuous CRP Signup
Continuous signup provides an effective, ongoing
means to enroll certain practices such as filter strips,
riparian buffers, grass waterways, shelterbelts, field
windbreaks, wetlands restoration, and high-value
wildlife habitat.

Since 2005, the Non-floodplain Wetland
Restoration initiative has provided an
opportunity to enroll up to 250,000 acres of
wetlands and playa lakes located outside of the
100-year floodplain. As of April 30, 2011, there
were 114,000 acres enrolled.

As of April 30, 2011, there were cumulatively 5.0
million acres enrolled for all continuous sign up
conservation practices. Of this total, nearly 1.4
million acres (30 percent) are enrolled in the
following eight targeted continuous signup initiatives:

Since 2004, the Floodplain Wetlands Restoration
initiative provided an opportunity to enroll up to
500,000 acres of wetlands located in the
100-year floodplain. As of April 30, 2011,
197,000 acres were enrolled.

The Upland Bird Habitat initiative helps producers
plant ground covers, shrubs, and grasses, to
provide appropriate habitat conditions for
common upland birds such as northern bobwhite
quail. Studies show that these conservation
practices have increased the upland bird species
populations. Up to 350,000 acres can be enrolled
in this initiative. As of April 30, 2011, there were
233,000 acres enrolled.

State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE)
provides States and regions the opportunity to
conserve 850,000 acres for high priority wildlife
such as sage grouse, lesser prairie chicken, and
ring-necked pheasant. As of April 30, 2011,
there were 91 projects in 35 States, and 463,000
acres were enrolled.
The Longleaf Pine initiatives goal is to
repopulate the natural longleaf pine forests
ranges by enrolling up to 250,000 acres
throughout nine southern States. Re-establishing
some of the original range of 60 million acres
will improve water quality, provide critical habitat
for wildlife, and help sequester greenhouse gases.
As of April 30, 2011, 103,000 acres were
enrolled.

The Duck Habitat initiative helped increase duck
populations by an estimated 60,000 birds annually
and will restore 150,000 wetland acres. As of
April 30, 2011, there were 136,000 acres
enrolled.

The Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP) is
allowed to restore up to 1,000,000 acres of
farmable wetland and associated buffers by
improving the land hydrology and vegetation
through CRP. Eligible lands types authorized
include certain cropped wetlands, former
commercial aquaculture, flooded land located in
the prairie pothole region, and constructed
wetlands to receive flows from row crop
drainage systems. As of April 30, 2011, there
were 274,000 acres enrolled.

The Bottomland Hardwood initiative works to
improve air quality and water quality as well as
increase wildlife habitat along wetland areas. As
of April 30, 2011, there were 61,000 acres
enrolled.
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Other CRP Initiatives
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is a continuous CRP signup program. It is
voluntary and helps agricultural producers protect environmentally sensitive land, decrease erosion, restore
wildlife habitat and safeguard ground and surface water. The program is a partnership among producers,
tribal, State, and Federal Governments, and, in some cases, private groups.
CREP includes targeted conservation practices such as filter strips and riparian buffers. These conservation
practices help protect streams, lakes, and rivers from sedimentation and agricultural runoff.
As of April 30, 2011, there were 1.2 million acres enrolled in 45 CREP projects in 33 States.
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About the Farm Service Agencys Conservation and Environmental Programs
Division (CEPD):
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agencys Conservation and
Environmental Programs Division serves the nations agricultural producers,
providing assistance and opportunities for producers to voluntarily invest in
safeguarding environmentally sensitive lands.
The Division implements multiple diverse programs that help accomplish these goals,
including the following programs:
Biomass Crop Assistance Program
Conservation Reserve Program
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
Emergency Forest Restoration Program
Emergency Conservation Program
Farmable Wetlands Program
Grassland Reserve Program
Source Water Protection Program
Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program
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