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Maria received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Oklahoma, where she studied
the response and recovery mechanisms of aquatic insect communities to flooding and drying disturbances. She
earned her Ph.D. from the University of Alabama where her research focused on population and production
dynamics of wetland microcrustaceans. After moving to Illinois in 1999, Maria worked for several years at the
Illinois Natural History Survey in Havana, Illinois, monitoring larval fish and zooplankton production in
backwater lakes on the Illinois River. She has been with The Nature Conservancy for the last 10 years, working
with partners to quantify the effectiveness of various agricultural conservation practices in the Mackinaw River
watershed and conducting wetland research at Emiquon Preserve in central Illinois. Additional research
activities include quantifying diversity and secondary production of aquatic invertebrates in floodplain and
backwater habitats along the Illinois River.
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Postdoctoral Institutions
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b. Appointments
2002-present Aquatic Ecologist/Program Manager The Nature Conservancy of Illinois
2000-2006 Visiting Research Scientist University of Illinois at Springfield
2000-2006 Adjunct Faculty University of Illinois at Springfield
2000-2002 Aquatic Invertebrate Ecologist Illinois Natural History Survey
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