
Request for CRP Assessment Pre-Proposals 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA), in collaboration with the Farm Production and Conservation 
Business Center (FPAC-BC), is seeking pre-proposals for assessments addressing one of four 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)-related topic areas by July 2, 2021.  Pre-proposals may be 
submitted by government agencies, academic institutions, and non-profit organizations.  

Agreements associated with selected pre-proposals and subsequent full proposals will be fully executed 
by September 30.  Pre-proposals should be no more than 3 pages and uploaded to Box, here. 

Please direct questions about this opportunity to Rich Iovanna, rich.iovanna@USDA.gov, with 2021 CRP 
Assessment Question on the subject line. 

Topic Areas: 

Equitable access to CRP 

Administrative data suggest that enrollment in CRP lags for historically underserved populations.  FSA is 
seeking pre-proposals for an assessment to identify the barriers these populations face regarding 
participation in CRP and other voluntary Farm Bill conservation programs or why their appeal may be 
otherwise limited.  The multi-modal study shall also identify how program policy and outreach might be 
updated so that the program is better received by a broad array of producers.   

Maximum project duration: 2 years  

Maximum project funding: $300k 

Proposal evaluation will be based on the potential for it to impact the program, rigor of the study 
design, contribution to the literature, and cost efficiency. 

Monitoring wildlife and pollinator response to perennial vegetative cover  

Wildlife and pollinator habitat is recognized as a major benefit of the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP), which is administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA).   FSA is seeking pre-proposals to survey 
vegetation, wildlife (including ground nesting birds), and pollinators (including monarch butterflies) on 
CRP-enrolled land and suitable reference sites in  order to assess the relationship between metrics 
associated with the plant community (e.g., structural and species diversity, forb abundance, weed 
encroachment, floristic quality, age) and those for wildlife and pollinators, taking into account landscape 
context.   

Maximum project duration: 3 years (option to extend up to 5 years)  

Maximum project funding: $500k 

Proposal evaluation will be based on the representativeness of the study sites, range of species 
surveyed, rigor of the study design, contribution to the literature, and cost efficiency. 

Assessing haying and grazing impacts in drought-prone regions 

Haying and grazing on CRP is relatively common and conducted to manage the perennial cover 
established on the enrolled land and to provide forage on a regular basis or as an emergency recourse 
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during times of drought.  Haying and grazing is not permitted on CRP if, or when, it has the potential to 
undercut conservation benefits.  An assessment is needed to better understand where thresholds exist 
and where there may be opportunities for these activities to favorably impact program benefits.   FSA is 
seeking pre-proposals to monitor and evaluate the response of the plant community, wildlife, and 
pollinators to haying and grazing on CRP-enrolled land across diverse areas of enrollment (such as 
different rainfall gradients and drought designations across a state or multiple states).  The assessment 
shall consider the influence of the type of cover, as well as the intensity, duration, timing, and frequency 
of haying and grazing events on the response.  The study may involve experimental plots on CRP-
enrolled land and/or collect field data from CRP enrollments when haying and grazing occurs.  The 
impact of these activities on producer income should also be estimated. 

Maximum project duration: 3 years (option to extend up to 5 years)  

Maximum project funding: $500k 

Proposal evaluation will be based on the representativeness of the study sites, rigor of the study design, 
contribution to the literature, and cost efficiency.    

Longleaf pine establishment, management, and benefits 

The CRP longleaf pine practice, CP36, is intended to encourage landowners to restore this critical habitat 
unique to the Southeastern U.S.  While pine straw harvest has become an appealing income stream on 
longleaf pine stands, it is not permitted on CRP due to concerns about its impact on soil erosion, site 
productivity, and wildlife habitat.  This prohibition may be a factor contributing the decline in 
enrollment over the past several years.  FSA is seeking pre-proposals for an experiment that would 
provide a basis for policy updates to longleaf pine practice management and permissive uses, including 
raking, to optimize the practice in terms of the benefits it generates for both the landowner and the 
public. The impact of these activities on producer income should also be estimated. 

Maximum project duration: 2 years (option to extend up to 4 years) 

Maximum project funding: $500k 

Proposal evaluation will be based on the representativeness of the study sites, rigor of the study design, 
contribution to the literature, and cost efficiency. 

 


