
 

Meet the Lender 
Custer Federal State Bank 

 
Since its inception in 1925, Custer Federal State Bank has embraced change.  The 

culture of banking has changed much like the change experienced within agriculture and 

small business.  Over the years, we have diversified from being primarily a home lender 

to a full-service financial institution.  Developing the appropriate mix of products and 

services that appeal to, and help our customers achieve their financial goals is of utmost 

importance.  The past several years of challenging agricultural markets once again 

instilled the need for our management team to focus on adding another successful 

product, that being the guaranteed loan program offered through the United States 

Department of Agriculture (USDA). 

 

 Forming a successful relationship with the USDA and utilizing the guaranteed 

programs offered has brought success to our bank and opportunity to our customers.  For 

example, opportunities available through the various guaranteed lending programs has 

afforded numerous borrowers the ability to continue their operations.  At the same time, 

these programs have allowed our bank to lower its risk exposure.  In June 2019, Custer 

Federal State Bank was designated by the Farm Service Agency as being a Preferred 

Lender. 

 

 The Preferred Lender Program (PLP Status) is the top status a lender can hold in the 

FSA guaranteed loan program.  This status affords streamlining, flexibility and expedited 

loan approval.  In addition, PLP status affords us broad authority in making and servicing 

FSA guaranteed loans.  In a nutshell, it allows us the ability to efficiently process loan 

requests. 

 



We are focusing our efforts on central Nebraska with the ability to easily expand that 

area.  Custer Federal State Bank is committed to being experts in guaranteed lending.  

We have a knowledgeable and experienced lending staff, allowing us the ability to reach 

out to new borrowers and new territories.  Our goal in offering guaranteed lending 

programs is to make farm and ranch operations successful.  One of the keys to success is 

being able to generate a positive cash flow.  Guaranteed lending products allow us to 

lengthen loan terms and fix interest rates in a manner that is not available through 

conventional bank financing. 

 

Custer Federal State Bank believes that providing family farmers and ranchers with 

access to FSA Guaranteed products gives them more options and access to credit.  The 

lending staff at Custer Federal State Bank encourages borrower interaction at all levels of 

the loan application process.  We walk through every step of the loan process with 

borrowers to make sure the process is seamless and non-threatening.  This is what we see 

as relationship building, which is the key to long-term success. 

 

Custer Federal State Bank desires to utilize the benefits of the guaranteed loan programs 

offered by FSA to sustain and grow farm and ranch operations in Nebraska.   

 

Bradley J. Shinn 
President/CEO/Chairman 
Custer Federal State Bank 
Broken Bow and Kearney Nebraska 

www.custerfederal.com 

 

 


