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Application Build Naming Standard
Background
This document replaces IB-0105 – Application Build Naming Standard. Original publishing date: October 11, 2005.
1. Introduction
By providing a consistent naming structure and versioning standard, development teams, the Testing and Certification Office (TCO), and the Information Processing Group (IPG - part of the Information Processing & User Support Office) will have better configuration management control over FSA’s software applications.

1.1 Application Build File Naming and Documentation Standard

In the case of web-based applications and other environments where the physical name can comply with the standard, the physical build file shall be named according to the defined standard.

In other environments, such as in the System 36 or IBM mainframe COBOL environment, file name limitations exist and software is not packaged similarly to web-based applications.  In these situations, the build name can not be enforced as a physical file name standard.  Instead, the build name shall adhere to a documentation standard, meaning the collection of objects being deployed shall be considered a build and shall be referenced in deployment documentation as a single build and shall be named within the deployment documentation according to the build naming standard.

Regardless of platform, all application builds will be documented according to the standard.  The build name will be documented in the KC-287, System Impact Statement, Request for Action (RFA), Merlin/Magic, and in other documentation presented to TCO for acceptance testing and certification.  The same standard shall be followed as software releases are promoted to the production environment.
1.2 Executable and source code deployment

All software submitted to TCO shall include the executable and related resource files in one build file and shall not include source code.  A second package containing the application source shall also be provided, which represents the corresponding versions of the source code used to generate the executable code. 

The current method for providing the source code is in .zip file format.  ClearCase is slowly becoming utilized across all development offices and provides an alternative means of baselining deployment packages.  Until all development teams have access to ClearCase, the standard for deployment build files is to provide source in .zip file format while providing the executable in .ear files or the appropriate format for the environment.  Legacy platforms may not be able to conform to this standard and in those cases, shall conform to existing standards and practices for deploying executable and source code.

2. Naming Standards
2.1 Build Name Format
The physical build file name and the build name referenced in documentation shall be in the following format:
<system/subsystem>_<shortapplicationname>_<platform>_<majorversion>_<minorversion>
	Build name example:
	aa_xxxxxxxxxx_xxxxxxxxxx_nn_nnn

	where
	a is alpha

	
	x is alphanumeric

	
	n is numeric


The following table defines the values for each segment of the build name:

	Field
	Definition
	Length

	System/subsystem
	System/subsystem Code – Refer to TIA SYSDEV 08, which defines the Application and System Code standards.  
	2-character alpha

	Short Application Name
	Familiar short application name.

· MILC

· NPS

· DCP

· Etc.
	1-10 characters, alphanumeric

	Platform
	Platform the software is deployed to.

· S36 – System 36 application

· AS400 – AS400 application

· WEB – Web deployment

· PC – desktop deployment

· Server – client/server

· MF – Mainframe

· Other - if not one of the above
	1-10 characters, alphanumeric

	Major version
	Indicates the major revision.  Use a leading zero.  e.g., 01 instead of 1.
	2-digit number; use leading zero on versions less than 10.

	Minor version
	Indicates the minor revision.  Use leading zeroes.  e.g., 001 instead of 1.
	3-digit number; use leading zeroes on versions less than 100.


Example build names:

	PS_MILC_WEB_02_013
	Version 2.013 of web-based MILC being deployed into the testing environment.  If certified, this version will be promoted to production.

	AA_NPS_WEB_02_001
	First build of web-based NPS for version 2.

	AA_CROPTBL_S36_03_001
	Third major version of crop table deployed into the S36 test environment.


NOTE:
The system codes used in the examples do not necessarily reflect actual system codes for the example application.
3. Required Action

Use the following procedures for this Application Build Naming Standard.

Build Naming Process – Development to Acceptance Testing to Production

During development:

· Development deployment managers shall assign the build name according to the above standard at the time of the initial build (as appropriate for the environment/platform).

· All changes to an application resulting in a new build and deployment to the development/integration server shall receive an updated version number.  The version may be a major or minor revision.

· Major would include the addition of significant new processing, significant rewrite, significant changes in application behavior, and so on.  

· Minor versions are generally a result of smaller incremental changes, bug fixes, defect corrections, and so on.

· Prepare the executable deployment package.

· Prepare the source code .zip file.

· Executable and source code files shall correlate with the source code potentially being used to generate the executable.  This is for audit and recovery purposes.

· During development, an application may undergo multiple incremental version updates prior to acceptance testing the application.
Moving the build from development/integration to acceptance testing:
· The RFA, KC-287, Merlin Magic request, or other process used to move software and any additional documentation shall reference the build name and include both the executable and source.

· In all moves, the changes to the application must be clearly documented.

· Developers should never insert functionality into an application that has not been clearly change managed and documented. 

· TCO will deploy the build for testing and maintain the build version information in TCO’s control file.  This approach will facilitate testing and defect tracking.

· TCO may receive and test multiple versions of the build prior to promoting the application to production.  The version name that is certified shall be promoted to production without further version name change.

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15][image: image16][image: image17][image: image18][image: image19][image: image20][image: image21][image: image22.png]


[image: image23.png]


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Developer Resource
Page 1 of 5
November 06, 2008

[image: image24.png][image: image25.png]_1103713830.doc
[image: image1.png]






