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Financial Assistance Application Process Opens
for USDA Farm Loan Borrowers Who Have
Faced Discrimination
Today, the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) announced the opening of the
financial assistance application process for
eligible farmers, ranchers, and forest
landowners who experienced
discrimination in USDA farm lending
programs prior to January 2021. Section
22007 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) directs USDA to provide this assistance. Since
the law’s passage, USDA has worked diligently to design the program in accordance with
significant stakeholder input. 

The program website, 22007apply.gov, is now open. The website includes an English-
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and Spanish-language application that applicants can download or submit via an e-filing
portal, information on how to obtain technical assistance in-person or virtually, and
additional resources and details about the program. 

Farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination by USDA in its
farm loan programs prior to January 1, 2021 and/or are currently debtors with assigned or
assumed USDA farm loan debt that was the subject of USDA discrimination that occurred
prior to January 1, 2021, are eligible for this program.  

To apply, borrowers have the option to apply via the e-filing portal at 22007apply.gov or
submit paper-based forms via mail or in-person delivery to the program’s local offices. The
application process will be open from July 7 to October 31, 2023. Under the planned
timeline, applications will be reviewed in November and December, with payments
reaching recipients soon thereafter. Importantly, applicants should know that the
application process is not on a first come, first served, basis. All applications received or
postmarked before the October 31 deadline will be considered. 

To support producers throughout the application process, USDA is ensuring that
organizations with extensive experience conducting outreach to farm organizations are
able to support individuals who may be eligible for the program. These groups
include AgrAbility, Farmer Veteran Coalition, Farmers’ Legal Action Group, Federation of
Southern Cooperatives, Intertribal Agriculture Council, Land Loss Prevention
Program, National Young Farmers Coalition, and Rural Coalition.  

Vendors operating four regional hubs are also providing technical assistance and working
closely with these and other community-based organizations to conduct outreach using
digital and grassroots strategies, to ensure potential applicants are informed about the
program and have the opportunity to apply. These hubs are operating a network of brick-
and-mortar program offices and will conduct extensive outreach about the program.
Windsor Group serves farmers in the eastern regions of the U.S. and Analytic Acquisitions
serves the western regions. A national administrator, Midtown Group, is responsible for
program oversight and integrity, and will lead a national call-center, operate the
application website - 22007apply.gov, which is now open – and review and process
applications and payments. All vendors have experience in professional services,
supporting government contracts, and complex program operations.   

On March 1, 2023, USDA shared initial details on how the Section 22007 program will
work, including that the Inflation Reduction Act specifies the Secretary of Agriculture is
responsible for providing this assistance through qualified nongovernmental entities, under
standards set by USDA. USDA entered into agreements with vendors and cooperators in
May.   

In addition to the Discrimination Financial Assistance Program (DFAP) opening today, the
Inflation Reduction Act also created several other programs that are helping USDA rebuild
trust, address systemic issues and improve service to people who may have been
underserved by USDA in the past. Information about USDA’s equity agenda and progress
is available at www.usda.gov/equity.

In standing up this program, USDA has become aware of some lawyers and groups
spreading misleading information about the discrimination assistance process, pressuring
people to sign retainer agreements, and asking people to fill out forms with private and
sensitive information. As of today, the official application process has begun and filling out
an application is free. 

No attorneys’ fees will be paid to applicants or their counsel by USDA or by any other
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agency or department of the United States. The amount of financial assistance will not be
increased for those claimants who are represented by an attorney. Applicants are not
required to retain an attorney. USDA, the national administrator, and the regional hub
vendors will neither recommend that any applicant retain counsel or retain a specific
attorney or law firm, nor discourage an applicant from obtaining counsel or using a specific
attorney or law firm. For more information, read our fact sheet about the program timeline
and ways to protect against possible scams.  

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the
Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater
focus on more resilient local and regional food production, promoting competition and
fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all
communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers
using climate-smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in
infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity
across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more
representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov

Biden-Harris Administration Announces
Intended Investment of Approximately $300
Million in 50 Projects Increasing Land, Capital,
and Market Access for Underserved Producers
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today
announced its selection of 50 projects for potential award,
totaling approximately $300 million. These innovative
projects will help improve access to land, capital, and
markets for underserved farmers, ranchers, and forest
landowners. The Increasing Land, Capital, and Market
Access (Increasing Land Access) Program, which is
funded by President Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act, works
to increase access to farm ownership opportunities,
improve results for those with heirs’ property or
fractionated land, increase access to markets and capital that affect the ability to access
land, and improve land ownership, land succession and agricultural business planning. 

  Examples of selectees for potential award include: 

Community Development Corporation of Oregon will work to provide long term
and sustainable land access to disadvantaged refugee and immigrant beginning
farmers in Oregon’s east Multnomah and Clackamas counties. A few of the goals of
the project are to purchase the currently rented farm, reduce the net cost of the land
through a conservation or working lands easement, and provide an equitable and
engaging process of education and training about cooperative land ownership,
finance concepts, and related USDA programs.

The Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin will work to establish an equity capital
fund to provide support for Tribal producers’ land, equipment, and operational
needs. Additionally, this project will work to provide targeted technical assistance to
Tribal producers in developing comprehensive farm and food business plans,
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including conservation plans to support expanded production and access to the full
suite of USDA and other support resources. 

 Workin’ Rootz will work to increase access to land and capacity-building at five
urban farms/community market gardens in Detroit which include Workin’ Roots
Farm, Love n’ Labor, Foster Patch Community Garden, Love Earth Herbal, and
Urban Bush Sistahs. These farms will serve as resource hubs by sharing
infrastructure (tiller, lawn tractor, wash and pack, cooler storage, etc.) with other
urban farmers and gardeners in their prospective neighborhoods. 

Maine Farmland Trust will work with low-income farmers on access to low-interest
capital for land purchase or business operations, farm upgrades and infrastructure
investments that promote viability, technical assistance in the areas of real estate
and business planning, and more.

Alabama A&M University, in collaboration with four other 1890 land grant
universities (Southern University, Alcorn State University, Fort Valley State
University, and Tennessee State University) and many other local
organizations, will provide delivery of technical assistance to underserved farm
populations in chronically and economically depressed communities of Alabama,
Tennessee, and Mississippi to ensure the success of existing farmers and ranchers
and to rapidly increase the numbers of small farm operators in the targeted
communities.

The tentative selectees include national, regional, and local projects that cover 40 states
and territories including Washington D.C., Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. USDA
will work with the selected applicants to finalize the scope and funding levels in the coming
months.  

Environmental Assessment 

These projects will likely result in the purchase of land, construction of farm infrastructure
and other activities that could have potential impacts on environmental resources. USDA
has developed a Programmatic Environmental Assessment for the Increasing Land
Access Program to evaluate the program’s overarching environmental impacts as they
relate to the National Environmental Policy Act.  

The environmental assessment is available online for public review. USDA is requesting
comments on the program’s potential impact on the environment. The feedback will be
incorporated into the final assessment, as appropriate, prior to a decision. 

USDA will consider comments received by Friday, July 14, 2023, at 5 p.m. EDT.
Comments received after that date will be considered to the extent possible.    Comments
may be submitted: 

Electronically at: Access@usda.gov 

By mail at: Attn: Michael Mannigan, Grants Management Specialist, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency, Outreach Office, 1400
Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, DC, 20250-0506

For more information, contact Michael Mannigan at Land.Access@usda.gov. Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication should contact the USDA
Target Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice). 

More Information 

The Increasing Land Access Program was originally announced in August 2022 as part of
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a broader investment to help ensure underserved producers have the resources, tools,
programs and technical support they need to succeed and is being funded by the Inflation
Reduction Act.

The Increasing Land Access Program is part of USDA’s commitment to equity across the
Department and steps it has taken under Secretary Vilsack’s direction to improve equity
and access, eliminate barriers to its programs for underserved individuals and
communities, and build a workforce more representative of America. Earlier in the year,
the USDA Equity Commission, which is comprised of independent members from diverse
backgrounds, released its interim recommendations to remove barriers to inclusion and
access at USDA. The program is also an important component of the Department’s and
President Biden’s vision to Advance Racial Equity and Support for Underserved
Communities Through the Federal Government.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers,
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more,
visit usda.gov. 

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting
Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve
on Local County Committees

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now
accepting nominations for county committee members
for elections that will occur later this year. Additionally,
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is unveiling a
new GIS tool to make it easier for producers to
participate in the nomination and election processes

for county committee members, who make important decisions on how federal farm
programs are administered locally.

 All nomination forms for the 2023 election must be postmarked or received in the local
FSA office by Aug. 1, 2023.   

Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are
elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and they
may include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area.

Customers can locate their LAA through a new GIS locator tool available at
fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they:

Participate or cooperate in a USDA program; and

Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year.
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A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or
ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits.
Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also
nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women and beginning
farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.   

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on
FSA county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve
three-year terms. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs,
as well as conservation, commodity and price support programs, county office
employment and other agricultural issues.    

Urban and Suburban County Committees 

The 2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to form urban county committees as well as make
other advancements related to urban agriculture, including the establishment of the Office
of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production. FSA established county committees
specifically focused on urban agriculture. The urban county committees will work to
encourage and promote urban, indoor and other emerging agricultural production
practices. Additionally, the new county committees may address areas such as food
access, community engagement, support of local activities to promote and encourage
community compost and food waste reduction.

Urban committee members are nominated and elected to serve by local urban producers
in the same jurisdiction. Urban county committee members will provide outreach to ensure
urban producers understand USDA programs and serve as the voice of other urban
producers and assist in program implementation that support the needs of the growing
urban community.    

County committees for urban agriculture are located in 17 cities across the U.S.

More Information 

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get
involved in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be
considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. Urban
farmers should use an Nomination forms and other information about FSA county
committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.   

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, 2023.

Deadline July 26 to Apply for Organic Dairy
Marketing Assistance
The Organic Dairy Marketing Assistance Program (ODMAP) was created to assist
certified organic dairy producers facing a unique set of challenges in recent years,
including higher costs attributed to the pandemic and drought conditions across the
country.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is providing financial assistance for a producer’s
projected marketing costs in 2023 based on 2022 costs. ODMAP provides a one-time
cost-share payment, based on marketing costs, on pounds of organic milk marketed in the
2022 calendar year.
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Organic dairy producers should apply by July 26, 2023 at their local USDA Service
Center.

Learn more.

USDA Announces New Steps to Enhance
Organic Markets and Support Producers
The USDA is taking additional steps as part of its commitment to strengthen the market for
domestically grown organic goods, and to support producers seeking organic certification.
These funding opportunities are part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) Organic Transition Initiative, launched in fall 2022, which is a suite of offerings to
help existing organic farmers and those transitioning to organic production and
processing. 

Consumer demand for organically produced goods surpassed $67 billion in 2022, and
multi-year trends of strong growth in the sector provide market incentives for U.S. farmers
across a broad range of products. However, through public comment and listening
sessions USDA has heard that producers may be less willing to commit to the three-year
transition to organic certification because of risks related to inadequate organic
processing, storage, and handling capacity, cost barriers due to limited markets for
rotational crops, a lack of certainty about market access, and insufficient supply of certain
organic ingredients. The organic livestock and processed product markets depend heavily
on imported agricultural products for feed grains and key ingredients. These are
longstanding market issues that were brought into sharp focus due to the impacts of the
pandemic and international conflicts in critical overseas organic supply regions, resulting
in limitations on certain domestic organic products in the face of rising demand.

Cost Share for Organic Certification  

As part of USDA’s broader effort to support organic producers and in response to
stakeholder feedback, this year the Farm Service Agency increased the cost share
amount under the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which helps
organic producers cover organic certification costs, to the maximum amount allowed by
statute.  

Specifically, FSA will cover up to 75% of costs associated with organic certification, up to
$750 for crops, wild crops, livestock, processing/handling and state organic program fees
(California only). OCCSP will cover costs incurred from Oct. 1, 2022, through Sept. 30,
2023.  

FSA begins accepting applications for OCCSP Monday, May 15. Applications are due Oct.
31, 2023. To apply, producers and handlers should contact the FSA at their local USDA
Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP application, producers and handlers will
need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic
producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating state
departments of agriculture.

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer
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OCCSP. FSA will post a synopsis of the funding opportunity on grants.gov and will send
more information to all eligible state departments of agriculture. Additional details can be
found on the OCCSP webpage.  More information about these initiatives and more can be
found at farmers.gov/organic-transition-initiative.  

Alabama USDA

Farm Service Agency (FSA)
4121 Carmichael Road, Ste 600
Montgomery, AL 36106
Phone: (334) 279-3500
Fax: (855) 747-0599

FSA State Director
Clifton Warren, Jr

Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS)
3381 Skyway Dr. 
Auburn, AL 36830
Phone: (334) 887-4500
Fax: (855)292-1671

NRCS State Conservationist
Ben Malone

FSA State Committee
Donald Means, Chairperson
Marvin Datcher
Gary Terry
William Townsend Kyser III
Danny Ellison

Risk Management
106 S. Patterson Street, Suite 250
Valdosta, GA 31601-5673
Phone: 229-242-7235
Fax: (229) 242-3566

RMA Regional Director
Davina Lee 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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