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From the Alaska FSA State Executive Director

Fall is in the air — and all over the ground at my house — so
many leaves! As the snow creeps down the mountains
surrounding us here in the Mat-Su Valley, a checklist of winter '
preparations goes through my head: flower beds & pots cleaned
out; hoses put away; connecting with my plow guy to make sure
I’'m still on his list; and gathering as much local food for the
freezer and pantry as possible. What's on your fall/winter
preparation list?

For many producers, this is the busiest time of year. There is so
much activity that must be completed prior to winters’ arrival.
Here’s hoping the weather, the markets and all the machines
are working in your favor.

The largest gathering of agriculturalists, agencies, and
associations related to our industry is coming up in November.
The Alaska Farm Bureau will host their annual convention
November 11-13 at the Egan Center in Anchorage. Check out
their website and social media for the latest information on speakers, how to register and
who's playing at the FarmStock Fundraiser Concert this year! | hope you can join us there!
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To our friends, producers and community members impacted by Typoon Merbock, a reminder
that Governor Dunleavy declared the event a disaster. The Governor’s declaration activates
the state’s Individual Assistance program which is designed to help individuals and families
with damages and/or expenses related to the disaster event. Disaster survivors can register
for the State Individual Assistance program by visiting the Alaska Division of Homeland
Security and Emergency Management webpage beginning on September 26, 2022

at Ready.Alaska.Gov.

e Telephone registration opens September 28,2022 at 1-855-445-7131.

e Online registration opens September 26, 2022 at Ready.Alaska.Gov

o Disaster Assistance Hotline opens September 28,2022 at 1-855-445-7131
e The registration deadline is November 17, 2022

Reminders:

e The following crops in Alaska have a NAP application deadline of September 30,
2022: Perennial Grass Forage (Perennial Grasses intended use seed), Honey.

e Acreage Reporting date for 2023 Crop year for Value-loss crops and controlled
environment crops (except Nursery) is September 30, 2022.

e Applications for OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.

e USDA Reminds Farmers and Ranchers of Nov. 4 Deadline to Submit Your RTCP
Receipts

e The deadline to return the County Committee Election ballots to local FSA offices, or
to be postmarked, is Dec. 5, 2022.

e Acreage Reporting date for 2023 Crop year for Fall-Seeded Small Grains is December
15, 2022.

Amy Pettit
State Executive Director
Alaska Farm Service Agency

USDA Reminds Farmers and Ranchers of Nov. 4
Deadline to Submit Your RTCP Receipts

The Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment Program (RTCP) signup ended on
September 2, 2022. This program covered transportation expenses incurred from October 1,
2021 through September 30, 2022. If you applied for the RTCP program and have not turned
all your receipts into the FSA office, now is the time to do so. Applicants will have until COB
on Nov. 4, 2022, to provide supporting documentation. If you have any questions, contact your
local FSA office.

For more information on RTCP, farmers and ranchers in the eligible areas can visit their FSA
county office or the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. To locate your local FSA office
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.
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USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP
Risk Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales
Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP.
Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic
level coverage.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no
permanent federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and
grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture,
turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuariallnformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx?utm
medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery.

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to
obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of
between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55
percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected
production.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in
multiple counties.

For Alaska, 2022 Fall deadlines for crop year 2023 coverage:

The following crops in Alaska have a NAP application deadline of September 30, 2022:
Perennial Grass Forage (Perennial Grasses intended use seed), Honey

For Alaska, 2023 Spring deadlines for crop year 2023 coverage:

The following crops in Alaska have a NAP application deadline of March 15, 2023:
Spring planted annual crops (vegetables)

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit

www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA
Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.
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For Alaska, 2023 Fall deadlines for crop year 2024 coverage:

The following crops in Alaska have a NAP application deadline of September 01, 2023:
Floriculture (Peonies), Aquaculture, Turf Grass

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance
agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA'’s online Agent
Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA
Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_so
urce=govdelivery, to predict insurance premium costs.

USDA Reminds Alaska Producers to File Crop
Acreage Reports

Agricultural producers in Alaska who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after
planting should make an appointment with their U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm
Service Agency (FSA) service center before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Alaska:

September 30, 2022 Value-loss crops and controlled environment

crops (except Nursery)

December 15, 2022 Fall-Seeded Small Grains

January 2, 2023 Honey

May 31, 2023 Nursery

July 15, 2023 All other spring planted crops, CRP, Perennial Forage

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

e Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

e Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.
e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.
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e Producer shares.

e lrrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, acreage
reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-specific reporting
deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were unable to because of a natural disaster.

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than
15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA'’s Risk
Management Agency.

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is
reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains in
effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for more
information on continuous certification.

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their
FSA farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature
will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other
shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print
and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form
FSA-211 Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature
types, or as a member of a business can now access information in the farmers.gov portal.

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with this
fact sheet and these video tutorials.

More Information
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USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs
of Organic, Transitioning Producers

Applications for the Organic and Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP) and
Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) due October 31, 2022.

Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and
handlers who are transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic and Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP)
and Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which help producers and handlers
cover the cost of organic certification, along with other related expenses. Applications for
OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.

OTECP covers:

e Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).

e Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification
inspections and development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).

e Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).
e Soil testing (75% up to $100).
Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops,
livestock, processing/handling and State organic program fees.

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and
OCCSP cover costs incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022. Producers have
until October 31, 2022 to file applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are
received.

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local
USDA Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and
handlers will need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible
expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating
State agencies.

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.

Applying for Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural
income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups.
Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce
sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and
educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000.
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Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a
legal resident alien

e Be 10 years to 20 years of age
e Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements
e Be unable to get a loan from other sources

e Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as
outlined above

e Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under
guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm
Records

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the
latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer,
tablet or phone. Capabilities include:

e View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields,
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more;

e View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or
fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and

e Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you
time and money.

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for
producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new
enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are
members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with
FSA.

Managing USDA Business Online

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
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e View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

e Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

e View and submit conservation requests.

e View technical references and submit questions.

e Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts.
e Report practice completion and request practice certification.

e View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision
agriculture planting boundaries.

To access your information, you'll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov.
After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s
authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google
Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended browsers to access the
feature.

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also
has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans,
disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the
navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new webpages, including “Get
Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more about these changes.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any
changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business
name on file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the
addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any changes to your operation
in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming
operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form
CCC-902.

To update your records, you can find contact information at farmers.gov/service-locator.

If you would need to request an accommaodation to attend or participate in these meetings
and/or events, please contact the Northern County FSA Service Center, at (907) 895-4242,
ext. 150 or the Southern County FSA Service Center, at (907) 761-7773 to request
accommodations (e.g., an interpreter, translator, seating arrangements, etc.) or materials in
an alternative format (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape — captioning, etc.). Dial 7-1-1 to
access telecommunication relay services.
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Alaska State Farm Service Agency

800 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy., Suite 216
Palmer, AK 99645

Phone: 907-761-7738
Fax: 907-761-7789

Northern County FSA Service Center Southern County FSA Service Center
PO Box 585 800 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy. Ste 216

Delta Junction, AK 99737 Palmer, AK 99645

Phone: 907-895-4242 ext. 150 Phone: 907-761-7773

Fax: 855-711-9095 Fax: 907-761-7789

Hours: County Committee Meetings

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Northern Co October 18, 10:00 a.m.

www.fsa.usda.gov/ak Southern Co October 18, 7:30 a.m.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642
(Relay voice users).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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