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USDA Announces Loan Maturity for 
Marketing Assistance Loans  
Provides Producers with Marketing Flexibilities Amid COVID-19 
Uncertainties 

Agricultural producers now have more time to repay Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MAL) as part of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s implementation of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act of 2020. The loans now mature at 
12 months rather than nine, and this flexibility is available for most 
commodities. 
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“Spring is the season when most producers have the biggest need 
for capital, and many may have or are considering putting 
commodities under loan. Extending the commodity loan maturity 
affords farmers more time to market their commodity and repay 
their loan at a later time,” said U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue. “We are extremely pleased that USDA can offer these 
marketing flexibilities at this critical time for the agriculture industry 
and the nation.” 

Effective immediately, producers of eligible commodities now have 
up to 12 months to repay their commodity loans. The maturity 
extension applies to nonrecourse loans for crop years 2018, 2019 
and 2020. Eligible open loans must in good standing with a maturity 
date of March 31, 2020, or later or new crop year (2019 or 2020) 
loans requested by September 30, 2020. All new loans requested 
by September 30, 2020, will have a maturity date 12 months 
following the date of approval. 

The maturity extension for current, active loans will be automatically 
extended an additional 3 months. Loans that matured March 31 
have already been automatically extended by USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). Producers who prefer a nine-month loan will 
need to contact their local FSA county office. Loans requested after 
September 30, 2020, will have a term of nine months. 

Eligible commodities include barley, chickpeas (small and large), 
corn, cotton (upland and extra-long staple), dry peas, grain 
sorghum, honey, lentils, mohair, oats, peanuts, rice (long and 
medium grain), soybeans, unshorn pelts, wheat, wool (graded and 
nongraded); and other oilseeds, including canola, crambe, 
flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sunflower seed, and 
sesame seed. Seed cotton and sugar are not eligible. 

About MALs  

Placing commodities under loan provides producers interim 
financing to meet cash flow needs without having to sell their 
commodities when market prices are low and allows producers to 
store production for more orderly marketing of commodities 
throughout the year.  

These loans are considered nonrecourse because the commodity 
is pledged as loan collateral, and producers have the option of 
delivering the pledged collateral to the Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) for repayment of the outstanding loan at 
maturity.  

MAL Repayment   

Under the new maturity provisions, producers can still repay the 
loan as they would have before the extension: 

• repay the MAL on or before the maturity date; 



• upon maturity by delivering or forfeiting the commodity to 
CCC as loan repayment; or 

• after maturity and before CCC acquires the farm-stored 
commodity by repaying the outstanding MAL principle and 
interest. 

Marketing Loan Gains 

A Marketing Loan Gain occurs when a MAL is repaid at less than 
the loan principal. If market gain is applicable during the now-
extended loan period, producers can receive a gain on the 
repayment made before the loan matures. 

For more information on MALs, contact the nearest FSA county 
office. USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are 
open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will 
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery 
staff will continue to come into the office, they will be working with 
producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. All 
Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, or any other Service 
Center agency are required to call their Service Center to schedule 
a phone appointment. More information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 

 
USDA Stands Up New Team to Better Serve Beginning 
Farmers and Ranchers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is standing up a new team of U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) staff that will lead a department-wide effort focused on serving beginning 
farmers and ranchers.  

To institutionalize support for beginning farmers and ranchers and to build upon prior agency work, 
the 2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to create a national coordinator position in the agency and state-
level coordinators for four of its agencies – Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), Risk Management Agency (RMA), and Rural Development (RD). 

Sarah Campbell was selected as the national coordinator to lead USDA’s efforts. A beginning 
farmer herself, Campbell held previous positions with USDA and has a wealth of experience 
working on issues impacting beginning farmers and ranchers. She recently served as acting director 
of customer experience for the Farm Production and Conservation Business Center, where she led 
the piloting of innovative, customer-centric initiatives.  

In her new role, she will work closely with the state coordinators to develop goals and create plans 
to increase beginning farmer participation and access to programs while coordinating nationwide 
efforts on beginning farmers and ranchers. 

Each state coordinator will receive training and develop tailored beginning farmer outreach plans for 
their state. Coordinators will help field employees better reach and serve beginning farmers and 
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ranchers and will also be available to assist beginning farmers who need help navigating the variety 
of resources USDA has to offer.  

More on Beginning Farmers 

Twenty seven percent of farmers were categorized as new and beginning producers, with 10 years 
or less of experience in agriculture, according to the 2017 Census of Agriculture. 

USDA offers a variety of farm loan, risk management, disaster assistance, and conservation 
programs to support farmers, including beginning farmers and ranchers. Additionally, a number of 
these programs have provisions specifically for beginning farmers, including targeted funding for 
loans and conservation programs as well as waivers and exemptions. 

More Information  

Learn more about USDA’s resources for beginning farmers as well as more information on the 
national and state-level coordinators at newfarmers.usda.gov and farmers.gov. For more 
information on available programs in your area, contact your local USDA service center. 

 
USDA Opened Signup for Added Causes of Loss Under 
WHIP+ and Announced Disaster Assistance for Sugar Beet 
Producers 
USDA announced additional disaster assistance available to agricultural producers, including 
producers impacted by drought and excess moisture as well as sugar beet growers. Through 
WHIP+, USDA is helping producers recover from losses related to 2018 and 2019 natural disasters. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) opened signup on March 23 for producers to apply for eligible 
losses of drought (D3 or above) and excess moisture. USDA is also entering into agreements with 
six sugar beet processing cooperatives to distribute $285 million to grower members of those 
cooperatives who experienced loss.  

In June 2019, more than $3 billion was made available through a disaster relief package passed by 
Congress and signed by President Trump.  In December 2019, Congress passed, and President 
Trump signed the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020 that provides an additional $1.5 
billion for the continuation of disaster assistance program delivery. 

WHIP+ New Qualifying Disaster Events 

The bill added excessive moisture and D3 and D4 drought as qualifying losses for WHIP+ 
assistance. 

Producers who suffered either of these types of loss in 2018 and/or 2019 can apply for WHIP+ 
assistance at their local FSA office. For drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in 
which the loss occurred was rated D3 (Extreme Drought) or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor 
during calendar years 2018 or 2019. 
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WHIP+ Sugar Beet Loss Assistance 

As also directed in the bill, USDA will provide $285 million through sugar beet processing 
cooperatives to compensate grower members for sugar beet crop losses in 2018 and 2019. Details 
will be finalized in agreements between USDA and participating sugar beet processing 
cooperatives. Sugar beet producers who are members of these cooperatives and experienced 
losses may contact their cooperative for more information about how this sugar beet crop 
assistance will be administered. 

WHIP+ for Quality Loss  

In addition, producers have reported widespread crop quality loss from eligible disaster events that 
results in price deductions or penalties when marketing the damaged crops. The Appropriations bill 
expands WHIP+ to include assistance for crop quality loss. FSA is gathering data and input from 
producers and stakeholders regarding the extent and types of quality loss nationwide. 

Eligibility 

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes, or 
vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster 
Designation (primary counties only) for the following named natural disaster events; hurricanes, 
floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms, wildfires, and now excessive moisture 
that occurred in 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a 
primary county may be eligible if the producer provides documentation showing that the loss was 
due to a qualifying natural disaster event. 

For drought, counties having a D3 or D4 Drought Monitor classification in any portion of the county 
anytime during calendar year 2018 or 2019 will also be eligible. 

A list of counties that received qualifying hurricane declarations and designations is available 
at farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus. The U.S. Drought Monitor is available at 
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/. 

Because livestock losses are covered by other disaster recovery programs offered through FSA, 
these losses are not eligible for WHIP+. 

 
USDA Announces Updates for Honeybee Producers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced updates to the 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). These 
updates include changes required by the 2018 Farm Bill as well as discretionary changes intended 
to improve the administration of the program and clarify existing program requirements. ELAP was 
previously administered based on FSA’s fiscal year but will now run according to the calendar year. 
Producers are still required to submit an application for payment within 30 calendar days of the end 
of the program year. This is not a policy change but will affect the deadline. The signup deadline for 
calendar year 2020 losses is January 30, 2021. 

Starting in 2020, producers will have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, instead of 30 
days, to file a honeybee notice of loss. This change provides consistency between ELAP and the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which also has a 15-day notice of loss period for 
honey. For other covered losses, including livestock feed, grazing and farm-raised fish losses, the 
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notice of loss deadline for ELAP will remain 30 days from when the loss is first apparent to the 
producer. 

Program participants who were paid for the loss of a honeybee colony or hive in either or both of the 
previous two years will be required to provide additional documentation to substantiate how current 
year inventory was acquired. 

If the honeybee colony loss incurred was because of Colony Collapse Disorder, program 
participants must provide a producer certification that the loss was a direct result of at least three of 
the five symptoms of Colony Collapse Disorder, which include: 

• the loss of live queen and/or drone bee populations inside the hives; 
• rapid decline of adult worker bee population outside the hives, leaving brood poorly or 

completely unattended; 
• absence of dead adult bees inside the hive and outside the entrance of the hive; 
• absence of robbing collapsed colonies; and 
• at the time of collapse, varroa mite and Nosema populations are not at levels known to 

cause economic injury or population decline. 

For honeybees, ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical structure) and 
honeybee feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been destroyed by a natural 
disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse Disorder. Colony losses must 
be in excess of normal mortality. 

ELAP also provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock and farm-raised fish 
including for feed and grazing losses. It covers losses because of eligible adverse weather or loss 
conditions, including blizzards and wildfires on federally managed lands. ELAP also covers losses 
resulting from the cost of transporting water to livestock due to an eligible drought. 

For more information on ELAP visit farmers.gov/recover or contact your FSA County Office. To 
locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage 
Enrollment for 2020 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers to enroll now in the 
Agriculture Risk Loss (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. The deadline to enroll for 
the 2020 crop year is June 30, 2020. By enrolling soon, producers can beat the rush as the 
deadline nears. 

FSA offices have multiple programs competing for the time and attention of our staff.  Because of 
the importance and complexities of the ARC and PLC programs; and to ensure FSA meets your 
program delivery expectations, please do not wait to start the enrollment process. Contact your FSA 
county office and make an appointment soon to ensure your elections are made and contracts 
signed well ahead of the deadline. 

ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or 
revenues and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms. 

The programs cover the following commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
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grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower 
seed and wheat.  

Farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields that take effect beginning 
with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the producer to the office, the yield update and 
enrollments may be completed during the same office visit.  

More Information  

For more information on ARC and PLC,visit at fsa.usda.gov/arc/plc. To enroll, contact your FSA 
county office for an appointment. 

 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural disasters during 
calendar year 2020 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event 
or the date when the loss is apparent. 

TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or 
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible. 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The 
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, 
eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were 
planted. 

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres 
annually.  

 
New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for 
farmers. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has 
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obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits 
for several loan products. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov 
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest 
immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and 
feed everyone. 

For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov. 

 
Communication is Key in Lending 
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Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary 
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is 
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for 
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s 
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation; 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses; 
• The development of problem situations; 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in securityIn addition, if a farm loan borrower 

cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm loan 
staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.For more information on FSA farm loan 
programs, visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture's National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts 
hundreds of surveys every year and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. 
agriculture. 

Producers who receive survey questionnaires should respond quickly and online if possible. 

The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as soil rental 
rates for the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is critical for USDA farm 
payment determinations. Survey responses also help associations, businesses and policymakers 
advocate for their industry and help educate others on the importance of agriculture. 

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data, ensuring that 
no individual operation or producer can be identified. 

NASS data is available online at nass.usda.gov/Publications and through the searchable Quick 
Stats database. Watch a video on how NASS data is used at youtube.com/watch?v=m-
4zjnh26io&feature=youtu.be. 

 
Weather the Storm: FEMA Mobile App Provides Weather 
Alerts and Safety Tips 
USDA offers programs to help producers recover from disasters; FEMA can help you prepare 
ahead of time 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recently launched a free mobile app that will 
instruct the public on what to do before, during and after emergencies. The app is available for 
download for Apple, Android and Blackberry mobile devices. 

Download the app to: 
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• Receive alerts from the National Weather Service for up to five locations 
• Get safety reminders, read tips to survive natural disasters and customize your emergency 

checklist 
• Locate open shelters and where to talk to FEMA in person (or on the phone) 
• Upload and share your disaster photos to help first responders. 

For more information about the FEMA app, visit fema.gov/mobile-app. To download the FEMA app 
from the Apple Store visit itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8. To download the 
FEMA app on Google Play for Android visit: 
play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 
 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffema.gov%2Fmobile-app%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C092d20dec6764b68657008d7dd86817b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637221442092680518&sdata=tUU6eyg7JMv3vBLi%2F2P6VmKRcA%2BBTNjIE1TgYYDndGc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fitunes.apple.com%2Fus%2Fapp%2Ffema%2Fid474807486%3Fmt%3D8%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C092d20dec6764b68657008d7dd86817b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637221442092680518&sdata=qyH7sdDO%2FUs1CeDMxFz37RRAMzb11c%2Fpy3saiyB4i88%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fhl%3Den%26id%3Dgov.fema.mobile.android%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C092d20dec6764b68657008d7dd86817b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637221442092680518&sdata=feCfcIHsQFMeAkbq9bp0S%2FBJ8fHxQ1gVUXg%2FM91ysMQ%3D&reserved=0
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