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Celebrate Earth Day with USDA and 
Climate-Smart Agriculture 
Partner with USDA to reduce the impacts of climate change, build 
climate resiliency, and strengthen your operation. 

Our nation’s farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners have long 
been stewards of our lands and natural resources. Today, on Earth 
Day, we re-affirm USDA’s commitment to support and partner with 
you in building resilient agricultural and forest systems to provide 
for local communities, sequester carbon, and address climate 
change. 
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Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan 
borrowers the tools necessary to be successful. FSA staff will 
provide guidance and counsel from the loan application process 
through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is 
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and 
evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with 
their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s 
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming 
operation 

• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 
• The development of problem situations 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other 
creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm loan staff immediately 
to discuss loan servicing options. 

 

 
After Identifying Gaps in Previous Aid, USDA Announces 
‘Pandemic Assistance for Producers’ to Distribute Resources 
More Equitably  
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that USDA is establishing new programs and efforts 
to bring financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and producers who felt the impact of COVID-19 
market disruptions. The new initiative—USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers—will reach a 
broader set of producers than in previous COVID-19 aid programs. 

USDA is dedicating at least $6 billion toward the new programs. The Department will also develop 
rules for new programs that will put a greater emphasis on outreach to small and socially 
disadvantaged producers, specialty crop and organic producers, timber harvesters, as well as 
provide support for the food supply chain and producers of renewable fuel, among others. Existing 
programs like the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) will fall within the new initiative 
and, where statutory authority allows, will be refined to better address the needs of producers. 

USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers was needed, said Vilsack, after a review of previous 
COVID-19 assistance programs targeting farmers identified a number of gaps and disparities in how 
assistance was distributed as well as inadequate outreach to underserved producers and smaller 
and medium operations. 

USDA will reopen sign-up for CFAP 2 for at least 60 days beginning on April 5, 2021. The USDA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) has committed at least $2.5 million to improve outreach for CFAP 2 

https://www.farmers.gov/connect/blog/conservation/celebrate-earth-day-usda-and-climate-smart-agriculture?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


and will establish partnerships with organizations with strong connections to socially disadvantaged 
communities to ensure they are informed and aware of the application process. 

USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers – 4 Parts  

Part 1: Investing $6 Billion to Expand Help & Assistance to More Producers 

USDA will dedicate at least $6 billion to develop a number of new programs or modify existing 
proposals using discretionary funding from the Consolidated Appropriations Act and other 
coronavirus funding that went unspent by the previous administration. 

Part 2: Adding $500 Million of New Funding to Existing Programs 

USDA expects to begin investing approximately $500 million in expedited assistance through 
several existing programs this spring, with most by April 30. 

Part 3: Carrying Out Formula Payments under CFAP 1, CFAP 2, CFAP AA 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, enacted December 2020 requires FSA to make certain 
payments to producers according to a mandated formula. USDA is now expediting these provisions 
because there is no discretion involved in interpreting such directives, they are self-enacting. 

• An increase in CFAP 1 payment rates for cattle. Cattle producers with approved CFAP 1 
applications will automatically receive these payments beginning in April. Information on the 
additional payment rates for cattle can be found on farmers.gov/cfap. Eligible producers do 
not need to submit new applications, since payments are based on previously approved 
CFAP 1 application. USDA estimates additional payments of more than $1.1 billion to more 
than 410,000 producers, according to the mandated formula. 

• Additional CFAP assistance of $20 per acre for producers of eligible crops identified as 
CFAP 2 flat-rate or price-trigger crops beginning in April. This includes alfalfa, corn, cotton, 
hemp, peanuts, rice, sorghum, soybeans, sugar beets and wheat, among other crops. FSA 
will automatically issue payments to eligible price trigger and flat-rate crop producers based 
on the eligible acres included on their CFAP 2 applications. Eligible producers do not need 
to submit a new CFAP 2 application. For a list of all eligible row-crops, 
visit farmers.gov/cfap. USDA estimates additional payments of more than $4.5 billion to 
more than 560,000 producers, according to the mandated formula. 

• USDA will finalize routine decisions and minor formula adjustments on applications and 
begin processing payments for certain applications filed as part of the CFAP Additional 
Assistance program in the following categories: 

o Applications filed for pullets and turfgrass sod; 
o A formula correction for row-crop producer applications to allow producers with a 

non-Actual Production History (APH) insurance policy to use 100% of the 2019 
Agriculture Risk Coverage-County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark yield in the 
calculation; 

o Sales commodity applications revised to include insurance indemnities, Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program payments, and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity 
Program Plus payments, as required by statute; and 

o Additional payments for swine producers and contract growers under CFAP 
Additional Assistance remain on hold and are likely to require modifications to the 
regulation as part of the broader evaluation and future assistance; however, FSA 
will continue to accept applications from interested producers. 

https://www.farmers.gov/cfap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/cfap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Part 4: Reopening CFAP 2 Sign-Up to Improve Access & Outreach to Underserved Producers 

As noted above, USDA will re-open sign-up for of CFAP 2 for at least 60 days beginning on April 5, 
2021. 

• FSA has committed at least $2.5 million to establish partnerships and direct outreach efforts 
intended to improve outreach for CFAP 2 and will cooperate with grassroots organizations 
with strong connections to socially disadvantaged communities to ensure they are informed 
and aware of the application process. 

Please visit www.farmers.gov  for additional information and announcements under the USDA 
Pandemic Assistance to Producers initiative, which will help to expand and more equitably 
distribute financial assistance to producers and farming operations during the COVID-19 national 
emergency. 

 
American Rescue Plan Socially Disadvantaged Farmer Debt 
Payments 
USDA recognizes that socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers have faced systemic 
discrimination with cumulative effects that have, among other consequences, led to a substantial 
loss in the number of socially disadvantaged producers, reduced the amount of farmland they 
control, and contributed to a cycle of debt that was exacerbated during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
During the pandemic, socially disadvantaged communities saw a disproportionate amount of 
COVID-19 infection rates, loss of property, hospitalizations, death, and economic hurt. 

To address these systemic challenges, the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 provides historic 
debt relief to socially disadvantaged producers including Black/African American, American Indian 
or Alaskan native, Hispanic or Latino, and Asian American or Pacific Islander. 

USDA is now reviewing and working to gather feedback to implement the Act, and more guidance 
will be forthcoming for socially disadvantaged borrowers with direct or guaranteed farm loans as 
well as Farm Storage Facility Loans. As information becomes available, it will be provided directly to 
socially disadvantaged borrowers and stakeholder groups representing socially disadvantaged 
producers, posted here on farmers.gov, and shared through our social media channels, email 
newsletters, and the media.  

Who qualifies for this debt relief? 

Any socially disadvantaged borrower with direct or guaranteed farm loans as well as Farm Storage 
Facility Loans qualifies. The American Rescue Plan Act uses the 2501 definition of socially 
disadvantaged, which includes Black/African American, American Indian or Alaskan native, 
Hispanic or Latino, and Asian American or Pacific Islander. Gender is not a criterion in and of itself, 
but of course women are included in these categories. 

I qualify as socially disadvantaged under the American Rescue Plan definition, but I am not 
late on my payments. Do I still qualify? 

Yes. Any socially disadvantaged borrower with direct or guaranteed farm loans as well as Farm 
Storage Facility Loans qualifies. 

https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


When will qualified borrowers begin to see a loan pay-off or other payment in response to 
the American Rescue Plan? 

USDA is now reviewing and working to gather feedback to implement the Act, and more guidance 
will be forthcoming for socially disadvantaged borrowers with direct or guaranteed farm loans as 
well as Farm Storage Facility Loans. For borrowers in arrears, the moratorium established on 
January 26th to stop all debt collections, foreclosures and evictions for all borrowers, including 
socially disadvantaged producers, remains in effect. 

Producers who have worked with USDA’s Farm Service Agency previously may have their ethnicity 
and race on file.  A borrower, including those with guaranteed loans, can contact their local their 
local USDA Service Center to verify, update or submit a new ethnicity and race designation using 
the AD-2047. Find your nearest service center at farmers.gov/service-locator. 

To learn more about USDA’s work to implement the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, 
visit www.usda.gov/arp 

 
California Agricultural Mediation Program (CALAMP) helps 
farmers and ranchers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in California has partnered with the California Agriculture 
Mediation Program to provide free mediation services. Mediation can be an effective tool for farmers 
and ranchers who are experiencing challenges with their farm loans, creditors, neighbors, leases, or 
USDA agencies,. 

Mediation is free to any producer for debt/credit issues, family farm transitions, leases, neighbor 
disputes, organic certification, adverse USDA decisions, and more. If your issue is not included in our 
authorized list of covered topics, we’ll work with you to find an affordable option. 

Discussions and notes made during mediation cannot be shared unless everyone agrees to do so. 
Keeping information private helps create a safe space for difficult conversations. If you come to an 
agreement or plan, the parties may then decide to share it outside of the meeting. 

Mediators are trained to help people talk to each other in a productive way. The mediator does not 
take a “side” in the conversation, but instead is there to support the conversation and move itforward 
to address the issue at hand. All of our mediators have agricultural backgrounds, so they understand 
the issues that are unique to the industry. 

The mediator leads a discussion about reaching an agreement or plan. Should the parties reach an 
agreement, the mediator will draft a settlement document, which is a binding contract. But the 
parties, not the mediator, decide the outcome and course of action. 

Statistically, 75 percent of mediations result in an agreement. Sometimes even if a final agreement 
is not reached, everyone gains a better understanding of the issue. Mediation can go hand-in-hand 
with other processes such as working with an estate planner or applying for a farm loan. Mediation 
can reopen lines of communication and help the participants continue productive conversations 
outside the meeting. 

For more information, submit a request for mediation at www.calamp.org 

https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Or contact: 

Matt Strassberg (Director) at 916-330-4500 x101 or matts@emcenter.org 

Mary Campbell (S. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or maryc@emcenter.org 

Jenna Muller (N. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or jennam@emcenter.org 

 
Free Farm Manager Apprentice Training 
Farmers, are you searching for your future manager or supervisor? Whether you have a current 
employee who could use some additional training, or are seeking to hire a new team member, The 
Beginning Farm and Ranch Management Apprenticeship provides a structured pathway for aspiring 
farm managers to develop the knowledge and skills they need to be successful on your farm. The 
Center for Land-Based Learning covers all tuition for coursework and provides support for farmers 
and apprentices. To learn more about training an apprentice, visit 
https://landbasedlearning.org/apprentice-farmer-mentor. 

 
USDA Offers Drought Impacted California Farmers and 
Ranchers Immediate Disaster Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to 
assist you in your recovery efforts following drought. Available programs and loans include: 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting 
occur due to natural disasters including qualifying drought (includes native grass for 
grazing). 

• Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) – provides compensation to eligible livestock 
producers who suffered grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately 
owned or cash leased land 

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock 
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Drought is not an 
eligible adverse weather event, except when associated with anthrax, a condition that 
occurs because of drought and directly results in the death of eligible livestock. 

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery 
tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disasters including 
excessive wind and qualifying drought. 

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, 
adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster 
programs. 

• Emergency Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Haying and Grazing- Haying and 
Grazing of CRP acres provides relief to livestock producers in areas affected by drought or 
similar natural disaster. 

• Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP)- Helps the owners of non-industrial 
private forests restore forest health damaged by natural disasters, including drought. 
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• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture operations located in 
a county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest 
loans help producers recover from production and physical losses. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and 
ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters and to implement 
emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe drought. 

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, you must report prevented planting and failed acres 
(crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-576, Notice of 
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk 
Management Agency (RMA). 

For more information on these programs, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 
ELAP Covers Losses from Additional Cost of Transporting 
Water to Livestock  
If you’ve incurred additional operating costs for transporting water to livestock due to an eligible 
drought, assistance may be available to you through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

An eligible drought means that part or all of your county is designated D3 (extreme drought) or 
higher as indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

Eligible livestock must be adult or non-adult dairy cattle, beef cattle, buffalo and beefalo, as well as 
alpacas, deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, reindeer, or sheep. Additionally, the livestock must 
have been owned 60 calendar days prior to the beginning of the drought and be physically located 
in the county designated as a disaster area due to drought. Adequate livestock watering systems or 
facilities must have existed before the drought occurred and producers are only eligible if they do 
not normally transport water to the livestock. 

Livestock that were or would have been in a feedlot are not eligible for transporting water. ELAP 
covers the additional cost of transporting water and does not cover the cost of the water itself. 

You must file a notice of loss on form CCC-851 the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is 
apparent to you or by Jan. 31, 2022.  Additionally, the deadline to submit an application for payment 
for 2020 ELAP assistance is Jan. 31, 2022. 

You’ll have to provide documentation to FSA that shows the method used to transport the water, the 
number of gallons of water transported and the number of eligible livestock to which water was 
transported. 

To make an appointment to sign up for ELAP and to learn more about eligibility, application and 
documentation requirements, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Sign-up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP)  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdisaster%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C055b9798741440c15f4908d905d9679f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637547253576643832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=SbE4KsXDw0SPkOfyJje%2BklfWVpOHUTxRgbVVvi%2FaNt4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.droughtmonitor.unl.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C055b9798741440c15f4908d905d9679f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637547253576653790%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=C9mBJLg95VHImPPniU760QbEVAjTuD9h29LFIMOWrjU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C055b9798741440c15f4908d905d9679f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637547253576653790%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=XorXfMbqnnZG1JHFuKmD%2BYWaYg8yI1gbBixVqa6lTIU%3D&reserved=0


If you’re an orchardist or nursery tree grower who experienced losses from natural disasters during 
calendar year 2021, you must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster 
event or the date when the loss is apparent. 

TAP provides financial assistance to help you replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines 
damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible. 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The 
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, 
eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were 
planted. 

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which you can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres 
annually. 

  
 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect 
against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, 
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought 
(includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of loss the 
earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of 
the final harvest date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of 
when a loss becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 
industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 

fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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