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Register for National Small Business Week Summit 
on May 2-5 
Next week is National Small Business Week, and we want to recognize America’s farmers 
and ranchers who are part of the small business community. USDA is partnering with the 
Small Business Administration (SBA) to hold a virtual summit from May 2-5. 

The event will feature access to critical federal resources, educational workshops, and 
networking to help our Nation’s entrepreneurs pivot and grow in the face of challenges, seize 
new opportunities, and put the dream of starting a small business in reach.   

This interactive, online event will help you collect new ideas for your small business. You will 
also hear practiced advice on current business strategies, meet other business owners, and 
chat with industry experts. 

 Register here. 

 
USDA Encourages Producers to Enroll in 
Grasslands CRP 
Producers Must Apply by May 13 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sba.gov%2Fnsbw%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RAjfXFI2MjjAhDLDMlrCQysDDaqnQZxn8d4XnSOwKuw%3D&reserved=0


The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encourages producers and landowners to enroll 
in the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) starting next week through May 13, 
2022. Grassland CRP provides a unique opportunity for farmers, ranchers, and agricultural 
landowners to keep land in agricultural production and supplement their income while 
improving their soils and permanent grass cover.   The program had its highest enrollment in 
history in 2021 and is part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s broader effort to equip 
producers with the tools they need to help address climate change and invest in the long-term 
health of our natural resources. 

Grassland CRP is a federally funded voluntary working lands program. Through the program, 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides annual rental payments to landowners to 
maintain and conserve grasslands while allowing producers to graze, hay, and produce seed 
on that land.  Maintaining the existing permanent cover provides several benefits, including 
reducing erosion, providing wildlife habitat and migration corridors, and capturing and 
maintaining carbon in the soil and cover.     

FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. The annual 
rental rate varies by county with a national minimum rental rate of $13 per acre for this signup. 
Contract duration is 10 or 15 years.  

Grassland CRP National Priority Zones  

Because Grassland CRP supports not only grazing operations but also biodiversity and 
conserving environmentally sensitive land such as that prone to wind erosion, FSA created 
two National Priority Zones in 2021: the Greater Yellowstone Migration Corridor and Dust 
Bowl Zone. As part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s focus on conservation in important 
wildlife corridors and key seasonal ranges, for this year’s signup, FSA is expanding the 
Greater Yellowstone Wildlife Migration Corridor Priority Zone to include seven additional 
counties across Montana, Wyoming, and Utah, to help protect the big-game animal migration 
corridor associated with Wyoming elk, mule deer, and antelope.     

Offers within one of these National Priority Zones will receive an additional 15 ranking points 
and $5 per acre if at least 50% of the offer is located in the zone.  

Alongside Grassland CRP, producers and landowners can also enroll acres in Continuous 
CRP under the ongoing sign up, which includes projects available through the Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).     

Broadening Reach of Program  

As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers and landowners who are historically 
underserved, including beginning farmers and military veterans, will receive 10 additional 
ranking points to enhance their offers.  

Additionally, USDA is working to broaden the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by 
leveraging the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically 
underserved communities. CREP is a partnership program that enables states, Tribal 
governments, non-profit, and private entities to partner with FSA to implement CRP practices 
and address high priority conservation and environmental objectives. Interested entities are 
encouraged to contact FSA.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fcrp-grasslands%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1gVggV9Z6pC20wnr8X9YM1zJAFX39%2FmoK557Wuta3bg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FConservation%2FPDF%2Fnational_grassland_crp_priority_zones_su203.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RMgZ7kkUyC71DvZDKgOi%2BXkRzYGlaMfsKo9rvtsZzFw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-enhancement%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sVt%2BrZ74OM%2FQnevlUGmQ3JbfNRXQGPJl28tfvSgV42Q%3D&reserved=0


More Information on CRP    

Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP should contact their local USDA 
Service Center to learn more or to apply for the program before the May 13 deadline.  
Additionally, fact sheets and other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.        

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation 
programs in the United States. The working lands signup announced today demonstrates how 
much it has evolved from the original program that was primarily intended to control soil 
erosion and only had the option to take enrolled land out of production. The program has 
expanded over the years and now supports a greater variety of conservation and 
wildlife benefits, along with the associated economic benefits.     

 
Free Wildfire Preparedness May 18th Virtual 
Workshop  
Overwhelmed thinking about how to face a future of intensifying wildfires? As we head into 
spring, there’s no better time to evaluate your on-farm risk, get your evacuation plan made 
and practice your response plan ahead of fire season! Join Farmer Campus for the next 
workshop in their (free) On-Farm Wildfire Resilience Workshop series. 

After training producers in fire prone regions, through our Farmers Build Fire Resilience 
Online Course, this first live session welcomes you to hear about best practices in preparing 
your farm for wildfire, and meet our wildfire resilience partners at CAFF. 

We’ll walk you through some of the basics, help you to start your farm’s wildfire preparedness 
plan, and see how other small farmers have recovered from wildfire and how they've adapted 
with new emergency plans, insurance and communication strategies. You’ll also have time to 
connect and share with other producers so that we can face a future of fire together. 

To Register: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/farming-through-wildfire-season-intro-to-fire-preparedness-
tickets-320983840307?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-
medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb 

Contact katie@farmercampus.com for more information.  

This event is online and you will receive a zoom link before the meeting. Please note - we are 
hoping for real live human beings to show up to this! If you're just hoping for the recording, 
please write to the contact email to receive it rather than RSVPing, so we know who is actually 
coming, thank you! 

Check out our Farmers Build Fire Resilience Online Course as well, which is free for farmers 
and ranchers. 

This material is based upon work that is supported by the National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, under award Numbers 2018-70027-28587. 
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Community Alliance with Family Farmers Offers 
Small Farm Tech Hub 

How can technology help expand market opportunities and 
increase business efficiencies for small farms? 

Community Alliance with Family Farmers (CAFF) Tech Hub is 
here to Help! 

Free Consultation services available to small scale farmers, 
food hubs and farmers markets operating out of California. 

Request an appointment at www.caff.org/techsupport 

For any questions email Techhub@caff.org or visit 
www.caff.org/techhub 

 
USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers 
Facing Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for 
agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer 
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to 
your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and 
be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss 
(also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-
harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit 
and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management 
options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the 
value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural 
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that 
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts 
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acres. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.caff.org%2Fsmall-farm-tech-hub-support%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DCQnLyKHH62uMtIMRYt700GOYr59O%2Fd1oiCEybzp8mg%3D&reserved=0
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Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and 
replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements 
NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed 
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a 
program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold 
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by 
taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can 
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore 
damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are 
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit 
needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, 
equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial 
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs 
and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. 
Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from natural 
disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, 
and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan 
options. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Ftree-assista%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B9gmCSycpXyobf8KfurslRRXWEOl5CqqAWvrebSd4HU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Femergency-conservation%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Fpm6JX5WhXMtSrhyIvC4Pw3t%2B5bvSaMQSYgyc32u%2B6Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-forest-restoration%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y0nRbeszNhqt%2FtPJHmpnkUrihdGhJ3akYC6VKkUZZbI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fmain%2Fnational%2Fprograms%2Ffinancial%2Feqip%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1mBfslWI2SDvOi6Db1n5tWfX0vP5gzlpoCyZFSTSuXc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fnoninsured_crop_disaster_assistance_program-nap-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cYnhhvI2voqEOrk1u26AtexlOa2qbFHfqUIdLphhF24%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Felap-general-2020-fact-sheet-1.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=elKR%2BKmUW%2F4POwRr%2FoCm0d0WSHgFft%2FCPC0FM%2F8ykTY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Flivestock_indemnity_program_lip-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R%2B1OuYWZVI%2F%2BlxbcBIps5kx6Ejk9FL1csoTg10nE0lY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Ftree_assistance_program-tap-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C66b34a0c32ab40191f1508da2ad1ec00%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637869378507384113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LFXqoAKhG%2BNh9lLzW9br35LpbjLpTMHNXxqE5ijfrVY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Noninsured Crop Coverage Helps Producers 
Manage Risks 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
helps you manage risk through coverage for both crop losses and crop planting that was 
prevented due to natural disasters. The eligible or “noninsured” crops include agricultural 
commodities not covered by federal crop insurance.    

You must be enrolled in the program and have purchased coverage for the eligible crop in the 
crop year in which the loss incurred to receive program benefits following a 
qualifying natural disaster. 

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 
percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Buy-up levels of NAP 
coverage are available if the producer can show at least one year of previously successfully 
growing the crop for which coverage is being requested. 

Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-
up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage 
levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. 

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that 
exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per 
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in 
multiple counties.  

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium 
reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for 
a waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially 
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, contact your local County 
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
Ask the Expert: A Farm Operating Loan Q&A with 
Jack Carlile 
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In this Ask the Expert, Jack Carlile, Farm Loan Manager for the 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA), answers questions about 
farm operating loans and when producers should apply in order 
to secure funds for the current crop year. 

  

Who can apply for FSA Farm Loans? 

Anyone can apply for FSA’s loan programs. Applications will be considered on basic eligibility 
requirements. To apply for a loan, you must meet the following general eligibility requirements 
including: 

• Be a U.S. citizen or qualified alien. 
• Operator of a family farm or ranch. 
• Have a satisfactory credit history. 
• Unable to obtain credit elsewhere at reasonable rates and terms to meet actual needs. 
• Not be delinquent on any federal debts.   

What can I purchase with operating loans? 

Farm Operating Loans are traditionally used for purchasing capital items such as farm 
machinery, equipment, or livestock.  Loan funds can also be used to help pay typical 
operating expenses for farming and ranching operations. For example, a rancher may use an 
operating loan to purchase forage for his cattle to feed them through the winter or a row crop 
producer may use an operating loan for paying for inputs like seed or fertilizer.  

What is the maximum loan amount and terms? 

The maximum loan amount for a Direct Farm Operating Loan is $400,000. Direct loans are 
made and serviced by FSA. 

Producers can also apply for Guaranteed Operating Loans that are made by your commercial 
lender, and guaranteed against loss by FSA. The maximum loan amount for a Guaranteed 
Farm Operating Loan is $1,825,000. Loan terms for operating loans range from one to seven 
years. 

How do I apply? 

If you’re interested in applying for a farm loan, you can pick up an application by visiting your 
local FSA office. Visit farmers.gov to find the USDA Service Center nearest you.  

When applying for a loan, you will need a business plan, which must include: 

• Your mission, vision, and goals for your farm or ranch. 
• Your current assets and liabilities. 
• Marketing Plan (what your operation will produce and where you will market and sell 

your products.) 
• Whether the amount of income your operation generates will be enough to pay your 

business and family living expenses.   
When should I apply for an operating loan? 
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I would recommend beginning the application process a few months in advance of needing 
the funds to allow time for the request to be processed, and for any necessary security checks 
and searches to be completed.  That allows time for the funds to be available for your use 
when most needed.   

Where can I find more information? 

To learn more about FSA loans visit farmers.gov/loans or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.  Fact 
sheets and application packages are also available at your USDA Service Center. To learn 
more about other types of FSA loans or to find the right loan for your operation, use the Farm 
Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/loans/farm-loan-discovery-tool. 

  
 

Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools 
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s 
commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for 
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s 
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 
• The development of problem situations 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, 
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

 
California Agricultural Mediation Program 
(CALAMP) helps farmers and ranchers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in California has partnered with the California 
Agriculture Mediation Program to provide free mediation services. Mediation can be an effective 
tool for farmers and ranchers who are experiencing challenges with their farm loans, creditors, 
neighbors, leases, or USDA agencies,. 

Mediation is free to any producer for debt/credit issues, family farm transitions, leases, neighbor 
disputes, organic certification, adverse USDA decisions, and more. If your issue is not included 
in our authorized list of covered topics, we’ll work with you to find an affordable option. 

Discussions and notes made during mediation cannot be shared unless everyone agrees to do 
so. Keeping information private helps create a safe space for difficult conversations. If you come 
to an agreement or plan, the parties may then decide to share it outside of the meeting. 

Mediators are trained to help people talk to each other in a productive way. The mediator does 
not take a “side” in the conversation, but instead is there to support the conversation and move 
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it forward to address the issue at hand. All of our mediators have agricultural backgrounds, so 
they understand the issues that are unique to the industry. 

The mediator leads a discussion about reaching an agreement or plan. Should the parties 
reach an agreement, the mediator will draft a settlement document, which is a binding 
contract. But the parties, not the mediator, decide the outcome and course of action. 

Statistically, 75 percent of mediations result in an agreement. Sometimes even if a final 
agreement is not reached, everyone gains a better understanding of the issue. Mediation can 
go hand-in-hand with other processes such as working with an estate planner or applying for a 
farm loan. Mediation can reopen lines of communication and help the participants continue 
productive conversations outside the meeting. 

For more information, submit a request for mediation at www.calamp.org 

Or contact: 

Matt Strassberg (Director) at 916-330-4500 x101 or matts@emcenter.org 

Mary Campbell (S. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or maryc@emcenter.org 

Jenna Muller (N. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or jennam@emcenter.org 

 
Free Farm Manager Apprentice Training 
Farmers, are you searching for your future manager or supervisor? Whether you have a 
current employee who could use some additional training, or are seeking to hire a new team 
member, The Beginning Farm and Ranch Management Apprenticeship provides a structured 
pathway for aspiring farm managers to develop the knowledge and skills they need to be 
successful on your farm. The Center for Land-Based Learning covers all tuition for coursework 
and provides support for farmers and apprentices. To learn more about training an apprentice, 
visit https://landbasedlearning.org/apprentice-farmer-mentor 
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Blong Xiong 
Blong.Xiong@usda.gov 

California Farm Service Agency Website 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/ca 
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