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FSA Announces ECP Signup for 41 
California Counties Impacted by Recent 
Wildfires 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) in California will soon be 
accepting applications in 41 eligible counties for the Emergency 
Conservation Program (ECP) to address damages from this year’s 
wildfires that have affected many areas of the state. FSA will hold 
sign-up for 60 days. The deadline to apply is January 28, 2021. 

“Recovering from natural disasters is never easy, but it’s important 
for producers to call our office as soon as possible to notify FSA of 
damages,” said Connie Conway, state executive director for FSA in 
California. "I encourage eligible landowners who haven’t 
participated in USDA programs to contact their FSA county office 
as soon as possible because customer records will have to be 
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created for these individuals. Additionally, due to COVID-19, FSA 
offices are not currently open to ‘walk in’ customers; therefore, it is 
necessary to call the office and make an appointment.” 

FSA is accepting ECP applications in Alameda, Butte, Calaveras, 
Colusa, Contra Costa, Fresno, Glenn, Humboldt, Kern, Lake, 
Lassen, Los Angeles, Madera, Mariposa, Mendocino, Merced, 
Modoc, Monterey, Napa, Nevada, Plumas, Riverside, San 
Bernardino, San Diego, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, 
Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Solano, 
Sonoma, Stanislaus, Tehama, Trinity, Tulare, Tuolumne, Yolo and 
Yuba counties. Contact your local FSA office for approved ECP 
practices. 

ECP helps with the cost to restore damaged farmland to pre-
disaster conditions. Producers may receive up to 75% of the cost of 
approved restoration activity. Limited resource, socially 
disadvantaged and beginning farmers and ranchers may receive up 
to 90% cost-share assistance. 

In most cases, producers must apply for assistance prior to 
beginning reconstructive work. FSA’s National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and environmental compliance review process 
must be completed before any actions are taken. Submitting an 
application after reconstructive work has been started or completed 
may not qualify for ECP. Conservation concerns that were present 
on the land prior to the disaster are not eligible for ECP assistance. 

FSA County Committees will evaluate applications based on 
information provided and if applicable, an on-site inspection of the 
damaged land, taking into consideration the type and extent of the 
damage. Submission of an application does not guarantee that 
cost-share funding will be provided. 

For more information on disaster recovery, visit 
farmers.gov/recover, or contact your local USDA Service Center. 
To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-
locator. 

 
2021 NAP Application Closing Dates 
The USDA California Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages you 
to review available USDA crop risk protection options, including 
federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage, before the crop deadline. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities 
such as drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP covers losses 
from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal 
crop insurance program is available. 
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NAP 2021 Application Closing Dates 

The following crops NAP application deadline of [December 
15]: Asparagus Artichokes Perennial Herbs 

You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or 
NAP by visiting the RMA website. 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of 
expected production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the 
average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed 
directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to 
obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at 
the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected 
production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the 
average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of 
expected production. 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 
per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to exceed a total of 
$1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties. 
Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now 
eligible for free catastrophic level coverage. 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely 
through private insurance agents. Agent lists are available at all 
USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator.  

For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, 
contact your local USDA Service Center farmers.gov/service-
center-locator or visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/ 

 

 
Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right 
for You? 
Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and unforeseen 
events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management Agency. The Farm 
Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers 
another option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops. NAP provides financial 
assistance to producers of non-insured crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower 
yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting. 

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available 
are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for food, fiber, 
livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be commodities such as value loss crops 
like Christmas trees and ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap, and many others. Contact your 
FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and county.  

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or 
hurricanes, earthquake, flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period, 
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before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For guidance on 
causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office. 

Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage,” 
and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These 
must be filed by the application closing date. Closing dates vary by crop, so it is important to contact 
your local FSA office as soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss an application closing date.  

At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of the NAP Basic Provisions, which 
describes how NAP works and all the requirements you must follow to maintain NAP coverage. 
NAP participants must provide accurate annual reports of their production in non-loss years to 
ensure their NAP coverage is beneficial to their individual operation.  

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and 
number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop 
or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with 
farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of 
coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal entity depending on the 
maximum payment limitation that may apply to the NAP covered producer. The service fee can be 
waived for beginning, qualifying veteran, and limited resource farmers and rancher., These farmers 
and ranchers can also receive a 50 percent reduction in the premium. 

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with NAP, we 
recommend you contact your local USDA service center.  

 
Sign-up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP)  
If you’re an orchardist or nursery tree grower who experienced losses from natural disasters during 
calendar year 2020, you must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster 
event or the date when the loss is apparent. 

TAP provides financial assistance to help you replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines 
damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible. 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The 
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, 
eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were 
planted. 

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which you can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres 
annually. 
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USDA Supports U.S. Seafood Industry Impacted by 
Retaliatory Tariffs 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will provide approximately $530 million to support the U.S. seafood industry and 
commercially licensed fishermen impacted by retaliatory tariffs from foreign governments. The 
funding will be provided through the Seafood Trade Relief Program and funded through the 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC), administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

The Seafood Trade Relief Program funding will support the following seafood types: 

• Atka mackerel 
• Crab (Dungeness, King, Snow, Southern Tanner) 
• Flounder 
• Geoduck 
• Goosefish 
• Herrings 
• Lobster 
• Pacific Cod 
• Pacific Ocean Perch 
• Pollock 
• Sablefish 
• Salmon 
• Sole 
• Squid 
• Tuna 
• Turbot 

Fishermen can sign-up for relief through the program from September 14, 2020 to January 15, 
2021. Fishermen should apply through their local USDA Service Center. To find your local Service 
Center, visit www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator. The application can be found 
at www.farmers.gov/seafood. 

 
California Agricultural Mediation Program (CALAMP) helps 
farmers and ranchers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in California has partnered with the California Agriculture 
Mediation Program to provide free mediation services. Mediation can be an effective tool for farmers 
and ranchers who are experiencing challenges with their farm loans, creditors, neighbors, leases, or 
USDA agencies,. 

Mediation is free to any producer for debt/credit issues, family farm transitions, leases, neighbor 
disputes, organic certification, adverse USDA decisions, and more. If your issue is not included in our 
authorized list of covered topics, we’ll work with you to find an affordable option. 

Discussions and notes made during mediation cannot be shared unless everyone agrees to do so. 
Keeping information private helps create a safe space for difficult conversations. If you come to an 
agreement or plan, the parties may then decide to share it outside of the meeting. 

https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Mediators are trained to help people talk to each other in a productive way. The mediator does not 
take a “side” in the conversation, but instead is there to support the conversation and move itforward 
to address the issue at hand. All of our mediators have agricultural backgrounds, so they understand 
the issues that are unique to the industry. 

The mediator leads a discussion about reaching an agreement or plan. Should the parties reach an 
agreement, the mediator will draft a settlement document, which is a binding contract. But the 
parties, not the mediator, decide the outcome and course of action. 

Statistically, 75 percent of mediations result in an agreement. Sometimes even if a final agreement 
is not reached, everyone gains a better understanding of the issue. Mediation can go hand-in-hand 
with other processes such as working with an estate planner or applying for a farm loan. Mediation 
can reopen lines of communication and help the participants continue productive conversations 
outside the meeting. 

For more information, submit a request for mediation at www.calamp.org 

Or contact: 

Matt Strassberg (Director) at 916-330-4500 x101 or matts@emcenter.org 

Mary Campbell (S. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or maryc@emcenter.org 

Jenna Muller (N. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or jennam@emcenter.org 

 
Free Farm Manager Apprentice Training 
Farmers, are you searching for your future manager or supervisor? Whether you have a current 
employee who could use some additional training, or are seeking to hire a new team member, The 
Beginning Farm and Ranch Management Apprenticeship provides a structured pathway for aspiring 
farm managers to develop the knowledge and skills they need to be successful on your farm. The 
Center for Land-Based Learning covers all tuition for coursework and provides support for farmers 
and apprentices. To learn more about training an apprentice, visit 
https://landbasedlearning.org/apprentice-farmer-mentor. 

 
USDA Offers Wildfire Recovery Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to 
assist you in your recovery efforts following wildfires or other qualifying natural disasters. 

Available programs and loans include: 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting 
occur due to natural disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought (includes 
native grass for grazing). 

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock 
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. 
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• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery 
tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disasters including 
excessive wind and qualifying drought. 

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, 
adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster 
programs. 

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture operations located in 
a county under a primary or contiguous Presidential or Secretarial disaster designation. 
These low interest loans help producers recover from production and physical losses. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and 
ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss. 

For More Information on these programs Livestock Indemnity Program, Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program, Emergency Conservation 
Program, Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and Tree Assistance Program. 

Producers and landowners can use the online Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, answering five 
questions to identify USDA programs that will help meet disaster recovery needs. 

 
USDA to Open Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program 
and CRP Grasslands in Early 2021 
USDA recently announced the 2021 signup periods for general Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) and CRP Grasslands offers. General signup for CRP will be open from January 4, 2021 to 
February 12, 2012; signup for CRP Grasslands runs from March 15, 2021 to April 23, 2021. Both 
programs are competitive and provide annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation 
purposes. 

CRP and the many focused programs that come under it, like CRP Grasslands, are some of the 
most critical tools to help producers better manage their operations while conserving natural 
resources.  CRP has proven to protect the Nation’s valuable resources. Next year’s signup gives 
farmers and ranchers an opportunity to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their participation 
for another term. 

Producers may apply by contacting their FSA office. 

 
Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that 
Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information 
on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd895debe42c94f33f3af08d8bf12cbc9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637469434742381183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=U%2FXxUB9YSZITF7F8TVLKPFPwNbR4kIFK6s8xecR6KuY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Femergency-conservation%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd895debe42c94f33f3af08d8bf12cbc9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637469434742381183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oG0L0S3OsOHrF486JoT4l0lfKUANQRqCPSl7e8EJRpk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Femergency-conservation%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd895debe42c94f33f3af08d8bf12cbc9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637469434742381183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oG0L0S3OsOHrF486JoT4l0lfKUANQRqCPSl7e8EJRpk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd895debe42c94f33f3af08d8bf12cbc9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637469434742391137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xLE1Uut0qfJJBfFQl%2FqvxZbup7gBsCbpEFEs2EAHfJU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Ftree-assistance-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd895debe42c94f33f3af08d8bf12cbc9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637469434742391137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0EaLYNPd%2FrBfJ2Nw3Sx6%2BYPl45a%2BSYzk9OXu6Ee2pPE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/recover/disaster-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#step-1
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