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Reminder Emergency Conservation 
Program Deadline is March 1 
USDA’s California Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers 
and ranchers of the upcoming deadline to signup for the 
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) to address damages from 
the 2020 wildfires that affected 41 counties in California. The start-
up date was November 30th and the deadline is March 1, 2021. 

“Recovering from natural disasters is never easy, but it’s important 
for producers to call our office as soon as possible to notify FSA of 
damages,” said Jacque Johnson, acting state executive director for 
FSA in California. "I encourage eligible landowners who haven’t 
participated in USDA programs to contact their FSA county office 
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as soon as possible because customer records will have to be 
created for these individuals. Additionally, due to COVID-19, FSA 
offices are not currently open to ‘walk in’ customers; therefore, it is 
necessary to call the office and make an appointment.” 

FSA is accepting ECP applications in Alameda, Butte, Calaveras, 
Colusa, Contra Costa, Fresno, Glenn, Humboldt, Kern, Lake, 
Lassen, Los Angeles, Madera, Mariposa, Mendocino, Merced, 
Modoc, Monterey, Napa, Nevada, Plumas, Riverside, San 
Bernardino, San Diego, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, 
Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Solano, 
Sonoma, Stanislaus, Tehama, Trinity, Tulare, Tuolumne, Yolo and 
Yuba counties. Contact your local FSA office for approved ECP 
practices. 

ECP helps with the cost to restore damaged farmland to pre-
disaster conditions. Producers may receive up to 75% of the cost of 
approved restoration activity. Limited resource, socially 
disadvantaged and beginning farmers and ranchers may receive up 
to 90% cost-share assistance. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more details. 

 

 
March 15 Last Day to Complete Enrollment for 2021 
Agriculture Risk Coverage, Price Loss Coverage Programs 
 Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2021 must do so by March 15. Producers who have not yet 
signed a 2021 enrollment contract or who want to make an election change should contact their 
local USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to make an appointment. Program enrollment for 
2021 is required in order to participate in the programs, but elections for the 2021 crop year are 
optional and otherwise remain the same as elections made for 2020. 

 “FSA offices have multiple programs competing for the time and attention of our staff. Because of 
the importance and complexities of the ARC and PLC programs, and to ensure we meet your 
program delivery expectations, please do not wait to start the enrollment process,” said FSA Acting 
Administrator Steve Peterson. “I cannot emphasize enough the need to begin the program election 
and enrollment process now. This process can be completed when applying for other FSA 
programs as well.” 

ARC and PLC provide income support to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or revenues 
and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms.  

Although 1,033,310 contracts have been completed to date, this represents less than 59% of the 
more than 1.7 million contracts anticipated by the Agency. By enrolling soon, producers can beat 
the rush as the deadline nears. 

Producers who do not complete enrollment by close of business local time on Monday, March 15 
will not be enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2021 crop year and will be ineligible to receive a payment 
should one trigger for an eligible crop. 



ARC and PLC contracts can be emailed, faxed or physically signed and mailed back to FSA. 
Producers with level 2 eauthentication access can electronically sign contracts. Service Center staff 
can also work with producers to sign and securely transmit contracts electronically through two 
commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. You can learn more about these solutions 
at farmers.gov/mydocs. Producers may also make arrangements to drop off signed contracts at the 
FSA county office. Please call ahead for local mailing or drop off information and options for 
submitting signed contracts electronically. 

Producers are eligible to enroll farms with base acres for the following commodities: barley, canola, 
large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, 
peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium- and short-grain rice, safflower seed, seed 
cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

 More Information  

For more information on ARC and PLC including web-based decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-
plc.  

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or 
require appointments. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with NRCS, Farm 
Service Agency, or any other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an 
appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on 
health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors 
are also required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Our program delivery staff will 
continue to work with our producers by phone, email, and using online tools. More information can 
be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus .  

Visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator to find location and contact information for the nearest FSA 
county office. 

 
USDA Extends General Signup for Conservation Reserve 
Program 
Biden Administration Considers Changes to Bolster Effectiveness of Program and Recommits to 
Making CRP a Cornerstone of Conservation Programming  

DAVIS,CA; February 5, 2021 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is extending 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup period, which had previously been 
announced as ending on Feb. 12, 2021.  USDA will continue to accept offers as it takes this 
opportunity for the incoming Administration to evaluate ways to increase enrollment.  Under the 
previous Administration, incentives and rental payment rates were reduced resulting in an 
enrollment shortfall of over 4 million acres. The program, administered by USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA), provides annual rental payments for 10 to 15 years for land devoted to conservation 
purposes, as well as other types of payments.  

Before the General CRP signup period ends, producers will have the opportunity to adjust or 
resubmit their offers to take advantage of planned improvements to the program.  

 “The Conservation Reserve Program provides a tremendous opportunity to address climate change 
both by retiring marginal cropland and by restoring grasslands, wetlands, and forests,” said Jacque 
Johnson, Acting State Executive Director. “CRP has a 35-year track record of success beyond just 
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climate benefits, by providing income to producers, improving water quality, reducing erosion, and 
supporting wildlife habitat and the hunting and fishing opportunities that go along with it.  By 
extending this signup period, we’ll have time to evaluate and implement changes to get this 
neglected program back on track.”  

As one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the United States, CRP provides both 
economic and conservation benefits by taking land out of agricultural production.  Program 
successes include: 

 Sequestering in soils and plants over 12 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e), or 
about the same amount that the entire state of Delaware emits annually. 

• Preventing more than 2 billion tons of soil from being blown away by wind erosion over the 
life of currently enrolled acres. 

• Reducing phosphorous reaching streams by almost 85 million pounds, nitrogen by nearly 
450 million pounds, and sediment by over 160 million tons in 2020 alone. 

• Creating more than 2.3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 
177,000 stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, enough to go around the world 
seven times. 

• Establishing over a half million acres of dedicated pollinator habitat and nearly 15 million 
more acres of diverse plantings that provide forage for pollinators. 

• Increasing populations of ducks and other game birds, prairie chickens, and such grassland 
songbirds as Baird’s Sparrow. CRP in the Northern Great Plains supports an estimated 
8.6% of the grassland bird population. 

• Increasing habitat that supports economic opportunities, such as job creation, related to 
hunting and fishing activities.  

This signup for CRP gives producers an opportunity to enroll land for the first time or re-enroll land 
under existing contracts that will be expiring Sept. 30, 2021.  All interested producers, including 
those on Indian reservations and with trust lands, are encouraged to contact their local USDA 
Service Center for more information. 

 
USDA Temporarily Suspends Debt Collections, Foreclosures 
and Other Activities on Farm Loans for Several Thousand 
Distressed Borrowers Due to Coronavirus 
Due to the national public health emergency caused by coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced the temporary suspension of past-due debt 
collections and foreclosures for distressed borrowers under the Farm Storage Facility Loan and the 
Direct Farm Loan programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). USDA will temporarily 
suspend non-judicial foreclosures, debt offsets or wage garnishments, and referring foreclosures to 
the Department of Justice. USDA will work with the U.S. Attorney’s Office to stop judicial 
foreclosures and evictions on accounts that were previously referred to the Department of Justice. 
Additionally, USDA has extended deadlines for producers to respond to loan servicing actions, 
including loan deferral consideration for financially distressed and delinquent borrowers. In addition, 
for the Guaranteed Loan program, flexibilities have been made available to lenders to assist in 
servicing their customers.  

Today’s announcement by USDA expands previous actions undertaken by the Department to 
lessen financial hardship. According to USDA data, more than 12,000 borrowers—approximately 



10% of all borrowers—are eligible for the relief announced today. Overall, FSA lends to more than 
129,000 farmers, ranchers and producers. 

 “USDA and the Biden Administration are committed to bringing relief and support to farmers, 
ranchers and producers of all backgrounds and financial status, including by ensuring producers 
have access to temporary debt relief,” said Robert Bonnie, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the 
Secretary. “Not only is USDA suspending the pipeline of adverse actions that can lead to 
foreclosure and debt collection, we are also working with the Departments of Justice and Treasury 
to suspend any actions already referred to the applicable Agency. Additionally, we are evaluating 
ways to improve and address farm related debt with the intent to keep farmers on their farms 
earning living expenses, providing for emergency needs, and maintaining cash flow.”  

The temporary suspension is in place until further notice and is expected to continue while the 
national COVID-19 disaster declaration is in place.  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency provides several different loans for producers, which fall under two 
main categories:  

• Guaranteed loans are made and serviced by commercial lenders, such as banks, the Farm 
Credit System, credit unions and other non-traditional lenders. FSA guarantees the lender’s 
loan against loss, up to 95%. 

• Direct loans are made and serviced by FSA using funds from the federal government.  

The most common loan types are Farm Ownership, Farm Operating and Farm Storage Facility 
Loans, with Microloans for each:   

• Farm Ownership: Helps producers purchase or enlarge a farm or ranch, construct a new or 
improve an existing farm or ranch building, pay closing costs and pay for soil and water 
conservation and protection. 

• Farm Operating: Helps producers purchase livestock and equipment and pay for minor real 
estate repairs and annual operating expenses. 

• Farm Storage Facility Loans are made directly to producers for the construction of cold or 
dry storage and includes handling equipment and mobile storage such as refrigerated 
trucks. 

• Microloans: Direct Farm Ownership, Operating Loans and Farm Storage Facility Loans 
have a shortened application process and reduced paperwork designed to meet the needs 
of smaller, non-traditional and niche-type operations.  

Contact FSA 

FSA encourages producers to contact their county office to discuss these programs and temporary 
changes to farm loan deadlines and the loan servicing options available. For Service Center contact 
information, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus. For servicing information, access farmers.gov. 

 
California Agricultural Mediation Program (CALAMP) helps 
farmers and ranchers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in California has partnered with the California Agriculture 
Mediation Program to provide free mediation services. Mediation can be an effective tool for farmers 
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and ranchers who are experiencing challenges with their farm loans, creditors, neighbors, leases, or 
USDA agencies,. 

Mediation is free to any producer for debt/credit issues, family farm transitions, leases, neighbor 
disputes, organic certification, adverse USDA decisions, and more. If your issue is not included in our 
authorized list of covered topics, we’ll work with you to find an affordable option. 

Discussions and notes made during mediation cannot be shared unless everyone agrees to do so. 
Keeping information private helps create a safe space for difficult conversations. If you come to an 
agreement or plan, the parties may then decide to share it outside of the meeting. 

Mediators are trained to help people talk to each other in a productive way. The mediator does not 
take a “side” in the conversation, but instead is there to support the conversation and move itforward 
to address the issue at hand. All of our mediators have agricultural backgrounds, so they understand 
the issues that are unique to the industry. 

The mediator leads a discussion about reaching an agreement or plan. Should the parties reach an 
agreement, the mediator will draft a settlement document, which is a binding contract. But the 
parties, not the mediator, decide the outcome and course of action. 

Statistically, 75 percent of mediations result in an agreement. Sometimes even if a final agreement 
is not reached, everyone gains a better understanding of the issue. Mediation can go hand-in-hand 
with other processes such as working with an estate planner or applying for a farm loan. Mediation 
can reopen lines of communication and help the participants continue productive conversations 
outside the meeting. 

For more information, submit a request for mediation at www.calamp.org 

Or contact: 

Matt Strassberg (Director) at 916-330-4500 x101 or matts@emcenter.org 

Mary Campbell (S. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or maryc@emcenter.org 

Jenna Muller (N. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or jennam@emcenter.org 

 
Free Farm Manager Apprentice Training 
Farmers, are you searching for your future manager or supervisor? Whether you have a current 
employee who could use some additional training, or are seeking to hire a new team member, The 
Beginning Farm and Ranch Management Apprenticeship provides a structured pathway for aspiring 
farm managers to develop the knowledge and skills they need to be successful on your farm. The 
Center for Land-Based Learning covers all tuition for coursework and provides support for farmers 
and apprentices. To learn more about training an apprentice, visit 
https://landbasedlearning.org/apprentice-farmer-mentor. 

 
Know your Final Planting Dates 
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All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final 
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so 
please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely 
planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits. 

 
Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that 
Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information 
on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
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farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These microloans 
are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in 
farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, 
fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water conservation 
improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand 
eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their 
operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be issued to the 
applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

 
Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved and 
serviced by FSA loan officers. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan 
amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment 
terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. 
Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 
40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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