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USDA to Provide Pandemic Assistance to 
Livestock Producers for Animal Losses 

Livestock and poultry producers who suffered losses during 
the pandemic due to insufficient access to processing can 
apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of 
depopulation and disposal of the animals. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Vilsack 
announced the Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program 
(PLIP) in [recorded] remarks at the National Pork Industry 
Conference in Wisconsin Dells, WI.  The announcement is 

part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Livestock and poultry 
producers can apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 20 
through Sept. 17, 2021. 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized payments to producers for losses 
of livestock or poultry depopulated from March 1, 2020 through December 26, 2020, due 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/2e9833e


to insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. PLIP payments will be 
based on 80% of the fair market value of the livestock and poultry and for the cost of 
depopulation and disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and poultry include swine, 
chickens and turkeys, but pork producers are expected to be the primary recipients of the 
assistance. 

“Throughout the pandemic, we learned very quickly the importance and vulnerability of the 
supply chain to our food supply,” said Agriculture Secretary Vilsack. “Many livestock 
producers had to make the unfortunate decision to depopulate their livestock inventory 
when there simply was no other option. This targeted assistance will help livestock and 
poultry producers that were among the hardest hit by the pandemic alleviate some 
financial burden from these losses.”  

Additional Assistance Planned  

The previous administration proposed pandemic assistance using flat rates across the 
industry, which does not take into account the different levels of harm felt by different 
producers. Pork industry supported analysis projected that disruptions in processing 
capacity in the pork supply chain create a situation with small hog producers and 
especially those that sell on the spot market or negotiate prices, bear a disproportionate 
share of losses. USDA has examined the difference between the negotiated prices for 
hogs and the 5-year average and documented a significant drop during April through 
September of 2020 due to the pandemic. USDA has set aside up to $50 million in 
pandemic assistance funds to provide additional assistance for small hog producers that 
use the spot market or negotiate prices. Details on the additional targeted assistance are 
expected to be available this summer.   

PLIP Program Details 

Eligible livestock must have been depopulated from March 1, 2020 through December 26, 
2020, due to insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. Livestock must 
have been physically located in the U.S. or a territory of the U.S. at the time of 
depopulation. 

Eligible livestock owners include persons or legal entities who, as of the day the eligible 
livestock was depopulated, had legal ownership of the livestock. Packers, live poultry 
dealers and contract growers are not eligible for PLIP. 

PLIP payments compensate participants for 80% of both the loss of the eligible livestock 
or poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal based on a single payment rate 
per head.  PLIP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible 
livestock or poultry by the payment rate per head, and then subtracting the amount of any 
payments the eligible livestock or poultry owner has received for disposal of the livestock 
or poultry under the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced 
by any Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the 
same inventory of swine that were depopulated. 

There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on PLIP payments. To be eligible 
for payments, a person or legal entity must have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) 
of less than $900,000 for tax years 2016, 2017 and 2018. 

Applying for Assistance 



Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP starting July 20, 2021, by 
completing the FSA-620, Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application, and 
submitting it to any FSA county office. Additional documentation may be required. Visit 
farmers.gov/plip for a copy of the Notice of Funding Availability and more information on 
how to apply. 

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide 
by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, visit 
farmers.gov/service-locator. Livestock and poultry producers can also call 877-508-8364 
to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. 

As USDA looks to long-term solutions to build back a better food system, the Department 
is committed to delivering financial assistance to farmers, ranchers, and agricultural 
producers and businesses who have been impacted by COVID-19 market 
disruptions. Since USDA rolled out the Pandemic Assistance initiative in March, the 
Department has announced over $7 billion in assistance to producers and agriculture 
entities.  For more details, please visit www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance 

  
 

Upcoming Nomination Deadline for County 
Committee Members 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) began accepting nominations for county 
committee members on June 15. Elections will occur in 
certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for these members 
who make important decisions about how federal farm 
programs are administered locally. All nomination forms for 

the 2021 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 2, 2021. 

“We need enthusiastic, diverse leaders to serve other agricultural producers locally on 
FSA County Committees,” said Jacque Johnson Acting State Executive Director for FSA 
in California. “Now’s your time to step up and truly make an impact on how federal 
programs are administered at the local level to reach all producers fairly and equitably.” 

Johnson said agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program, and 
reside in the LAA that is up for election this year, may be nominated for candidacy for the 
county committee. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information 
about their farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received 
program benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying 
organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, 
women and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote, and hold office. 

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serving on 
FSA county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve 
three-year terms. Producers serving on FSA county committees play a critical role in the 
day-to-day operations of the agency. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out 
disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price support programs, 
county office employment and other agricultural issues. 

http://www.farmers.gov/plip?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction. 
This may include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area. 

More Information 

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 1, 2021. To find your local 
USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 
Understanding the U.S. Drought Monitor 

Are drought conditions affecting your agricultural operation? 
The U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM) is a resource producers 
can use to help determine how to best respond and react to 
a drought as it develops or lingers.  

The USDM is an online, weekly map showing the location, 
extent, and severity of drought across the United States. It 
categorizes the entire country as being in one of six levels 

of drought. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions for the week. 

The USDM provides producers with the latest information about drought conditions where 
they live, enabling producers to best respond and react to a drought as it develops or 
lingers. In some cases, the USDM may help a producer make specific decisions about 
their operation, such as reducing the stocking rate because forage is not growing. For 
others, it may provide a convenient big-picture snapshot of broader environmental 
conditions. 

The USDM incorporates varying data – rain, snow, temperature, streamflow, reservoir 
levels, soil moisture, and more – as well as first-hand information submitted from on-the-
ground sources such as photos, descriptions, and experiences. The levels of drought are 
connected to the frequency of occurrence across several different drought indicators. 
What makes the USDM unique is that it is not a strictly numeric product. The mapmakers 
rely on their judgment and a nationwide network of 450-plus experts to interpret conditions 
for each region. They synthesize their discussion and analysis into a single depiction of 
drought for the entire country. 

USDA uses the Drought Monitor to determine a producer’s eligibility for certain drought 
assistance programs, like the Livestock Forage Disaster Program and Emergency Haying 
or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres. 

Additionally, the Farm Service Agency uses the Drought Monitor to trigger and “fast track” 
Secretarial Disaster Designations which then provides producers impacted by drought 
access to emergency loans that can assist with credit needs. 

Learn more about the U.S. Drought Monitor. 
 

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers 
Facing Inclement Weather 

http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766917479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=58iOxnyYkqK%2Fp65hhtBYbSTM0hBzsNKZT5AwgCVax3Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2FAbout%2FWhatistheUSDM.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766917479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=CkjR6jpy0my%2BlWFcMKpZ9dka87fWw3tLNFsA6Jz3Ob4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766917479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=yTKXPR%2BnfqgExwmfXwKnQToAn7CPuIp%2Bl6nN1MlPjQk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Femergency-haying-and-grazing%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766927430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=j%2F9V2mYJwTL%2F21WCoFtfgEtPYeRf13qgw6ILt7UG9G4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Femergency-haying-and-grazing%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766927430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=j%2F9V2mYJwTL%2F21WCoFtfgEtPYeRf13qgw6ILt7UG9G4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/connect/blog/disaster-planning-and-assistance/ask-expert-understanding-us-drought-monitor-qa-brian?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Severe weather events create significant challenges and 
often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural producers. 
Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may 
suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help with 
recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage 
to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage 
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice 
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for 
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, 
fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk 
management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of 
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural 
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that 
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the 
impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate 
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This 
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or 
trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed 
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a 
program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold 
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers 
by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FFederal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766927430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=Iru2FkypTS70F0JwavNCmjwl5lB4rARJpgT6MHbE4Ns%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766937389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=ULhC2qezJBKzNvZEiKdZwltMDhVqFmNVHwFb3aJJC6s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766937389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=ULhC2qezJBKzNvZEiKdZwltMDhVqFmNVHwFb3aJJC6s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FSpecialty-Crops%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766937389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=RnYKQx2TMR1k8D1DyDPmqvaPUIVLAbicvl7lH210Oj0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FSpecialty-Crops%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766937389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=RnYKQx2TMR1k8D1DyDPmqvaPUIVLAbicvl7lH210Oj0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-indemnity%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766947345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=eOOJ%2BHJIFn0rpNI30j3U3xoarnkOIzts0qfAOypy7NY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766947345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=hE%2FRwF%2B43qp1PntX6bSx2x532EDbFj%2FUh25ic%2F%2B7fM8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766947345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=hE%2FRwF%2B43qp1PntX6bSx2x532EDbFj%2FUh25ic%2F%2B7fM8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766947345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=iLusK0HO%2FXqF09a2nUwwb0%2BmjHM2HjYlI3CbLicz%2BYw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766947345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=iLusK0HO%2FXqF09a2nUwwb0%2BmjHM2HjYlI3CbLicz%2BYw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Femergency-haying-and-grazing%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766957300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=L0FNQXfLfxrBRQZdPMolx2PwT2ltU8UWVCi10Ri05iw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Ftree-assista%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cad2325232dec484a9c3908d94e09aed4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637626625766957300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=%2BV1l0XHiwNj56vqn84cw%2BUiCzKg0EgWvoNBt3G9qU8I%3D&reserved=0


• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can 
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore 
damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are 
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit 
needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like 
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial 
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate 
needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water 
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from 
natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on 
our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance 
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help 
you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file 
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA 
Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that 
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic. 

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase 
Farmland and Improve Property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These 
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans 
looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming 
operations. 

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, 
fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the 
application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans 
to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified 
producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). 
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To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local county USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

 
Applying for Youth Loans 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to 
establish and operate agricultural income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated 
with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient 
income to repay the loan and provide the youth with 
practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or 
a legal resident alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as 

outlined above 
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under 

guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision. 

• For help preparing the application forms, contact your local county USDA Service 
Center.  

 
USDA Expands and Renews Conservation 
Reserve Program in Effort to Boost Enrollment 
and Address Climate Change 
USDA will open enrollment in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) with higher 
payment rates, new incentives, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in climate 
change mitigation. Additionally, USDA is announcing investments in partnerships to 
increase climate-smart agriculture, including $330 million in 85 Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP) projects and $25 million for On-Farm Conservation 
Innovation Trials. 

Conservation Reserve Program 
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USDA’s goal is to enroll up to 4 million new acres in CRP by raising rental payment rates 
and expanding the number of incentivized environmental practices allowed under the 
program. CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs with a long 
track record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, and reducing nitrogen runoff, as 
well providing healthy habitat for wildlife. 

CRP is a powerful tool when it comes to climate mitigation, and acres currently enrolled in 
the program mitigate more than 12 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 
(CO2e). If USDA reaches its goal of enrolling an additional 4 million acres into the 
program, it will mitigate an additional 3 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent and prevent 
90 million pounds of nitrogen and 33 million tons of sediment from running into our 
waterways each year. 

New Climate-Smart Practice Incentive 

To target the program on climate change mitigation, FSA is introducing a new Climate-
Smart Practice Incentive for CRP general and continuous signups that aims to increase 
carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP 
practices include establishment of trees and permanent grasses, development of wildlife 
habitat, and wetland restoration. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is annual, and the 
amount is based on the benefits of each practice type. 

Higher Rental Rates and New Incentives 

In 2021, CRP is capped at 25 million acres, and currently 20.8 million acres are enrolled. 
Furthermore, the cap will gradually increase to 27 million acres by 2023. To help increase 
producer interest and enrollment, FSA is: 

• Adjusting soil rental rates.This enables additional flexibility for rate adjustments, 
including a possible increase in rates where appropriate. 

• Increasing payments for Practice Incentives from 20% to 50%.This incentive 
for continuous CRP practices is based on the cost of establishment and is in 
addition to cost share payments. 

• Increasing payments for water quality practices.Rates are increasing from 
10% to 20% for certain water quality benefiting practices available through the 
CRP continuous signup, such as grassed waterways, riparian buffers, and filter 
strips. 

• Establishing a CRP Grassland minimum rental rate.This benefits more than 
1,300 counties with rates currently below the minimum. 

To learn more about updates to CRP, download our “What’s New with CRP” fact sheet.   

 
SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans Available  
Small nonfarm businesses in California may be eligible to apply for low-interest federal 
disaster loans from the U.S. Small Business Administration. By law, SBA makes 
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Economic Injury Disaster Loans available when the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
designates an agricultural disaster. 

SBA eligibility covers both the economic impacts on businesses dependent on farmers 
and ranchers that have suffered agricultural production losses caused by the disaster and 
businesses directly impacted by the disaster. 

Small nonfarm businesses, small agricultural cooperatives, small businesses engaged in 
aquaculture and most private nonprofit organizations of any size may qualify for Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans of up to $2 million to help meet financial obligations and operating 
expenses which could have been met had the disaster not occurred. 

Eligibility for these loans is based on the financial impact of the disaster only and not on 
any actual property damage. These loans have an interest rate of 3 percent for 
businesses and 2 percent for private nonprofit organizations, a maximum term of 30 years 
and are available to small businesses and most private nonprofits without the financial 
ability to offset the adverse impact without hardship. 

Businesses primarily engaged in farming or ranching are not eligible for SBA disaster 
assistance. Agricultural enterprises should contact the Farm Services Agency about the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture assistance made available by the Secretary’s declaration. 
However, nurseries are eligible for SBA disaster assistance in drought disasters. 

Applicants may apply online, receive additional disaster assistance information and 
download applications at https://disasterloanassistance.sba.gov/. Applicants may also 
call SBA’s Customer Service Center at (800) 659-2955 or 
email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov for more information on SBA disaster assistance. 

 
Free Farm Manager Apprentice Training 
Farmers, are you searching for your future manager or supervisor? Whether you have a 
current employee who could use some additional training, or are seeking to hire a new 
team member, The Beginning Farm and Ranch Management Apprenticeship provides a 
structured pathway for aspiring farm managers to develop the knowledge and skills they 
need to be successful on your farm. The Center for Land-Based Learning covers all tuition 
for coursework and provides support for farmers and apprentices. To learn more about 
training an apprentice, visit https://landbasedlearning.org/apprentice-farmer-mentor 

 
Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools 
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is 
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is 
crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is 
the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 
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• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 
• The development of problem situations 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, 
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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