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Producers Have Until Aug. 3 to Submit 
FSA County Committee Nominations 
The California Farm Service Agency(FSA) reminds farmers and 
ranchers that they have until Aug. 3, 2020, to nominate eligible 
candidates to serve on local FSA county committees. Agricultural 
producers who participate or cooperate in an FSA program, 
including the current Coronavirus Food Assistance Program, may 
be nominated for candidacy for the county committee. Individuals 
may nominate themselves or others as a candidate.  

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural 
community serve on FSA county committees. The committees are 
made of three to 11 members and typically meet once a month. 
Members serve three-year terms. Producers serving on FSA county 
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committees play a critical role in the day-to-day operations of the 
agency. 

To be eligible to serve on an FSA county committee, a person must 
participate or cooperate in an agency administered program and 
reside in the LAA where the election is being held. A complete list 
of eligibility requirements, more information and nomination forms 
are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

To be considered, a producer must sign an FSA-669A nomination 
form. 

All nomination forms for the 2020 election must be postmarked or 
received in the local FSA county office by Aug. 3, 2020. Ballots will 
be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 2, 2020.  

 

 
Additional Commodities Eligible for Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced an initial list of additional commodities that 
have been added to the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), and that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) made other adjustments to the program based on comments 
received from agricultural producers and organizations and review of market data. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting through Aug. 28, 2020, applications for CFAP, 
which helps offset price declines and additional marketing costs because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. USDA expects additional eligible commodities to be announced in the coming weeks. 

Changes to CFAP include: 
• Adding the following commodities: alfalfa sprouts, anise, arugula, basil, bean sprouts, beets, 
blackberries, Brussels sprouts, celeriac (celery root), chives, cilantro, coconuts, collard greens, 
dandelion greens, greens (others not listed separately), guava, kale greens, lettuce – including 
Boston, green leaf, Lolla Rossa, oak leaf green, oak leaf red and red leaf – marjoram, mint, 
mustard, okra, oregano, parsnips, passion fruit, peas (green), pineapple, pistachios, radicchio, 
rosemary, sage, savory, sorrel, fresh sugarcane, Swiss chard, thyme and turnip top greens. 

• Expanding for seven currently eligible commodities – apples, blueberries, garlic, potatoes, 
raspberries, tangerines and taro – CARES Act funding for sales losses because USDA found these 
commodities had a 5 percent or greater price decline between mid-January and mid-April as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Originally, these commodities were only eligible for marketing 
adjustments. 

• Determining that peaches and rhubarb no longer qualify for payment under the CARES Act sales 
loss category. 

• Correcting payment rates for apples, artichokes, asparagus, blueberries, cantaloupes, cucumbers, 
garlic, kiwifruit, mushrooms, papaya, peaches, potatoes, raspberries, rhubarb, tangerines and taro. 
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Additional details can be found in the Federal Register in the Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) 
and Final Rule Correction and at www.farmers.gov/cfap. 

Producers have several options for applying to the CFAP program: 

• Using an online portal, accessible at farmers.gov/cfap, allows producers with secure USDA login 
credentials—known as eAuthentication—to certify eligible commodities online, digitally sign 
applications and submit directly to the local USDA Service Center.  

• Completing the application form using our CFAP Application Generator and Payment Calculator 
found at farmers.gov/cfap. This Excel workbook allows customers to input information specific to 
their operation to determine estimated payments and populate the application form, which can be 
printed, then signed and submitted to their local USDA Service Center.  

• Downloading the AD-3114 application form from farmers.gov/cfap and manually completing the 
form to submit to the local USDA Service Center by mail, electronically or by hand delivery to an 
office drop box. In some limited cases, the office may be open for in-person business by 
appointment. Visit farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status to check the status of your local 
office. 
 
USDA Service Centers can also work with producers to complete and securely transmit digitally 
signed applications through two commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. Producers who 
are interested in digitally signing their applications should notify their local service centers when 
calling to discuss the CFAP application process. You can learn more about these solutions at 
farmers.gov/mydocs.  

 
FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers 
Impacted by COVID-19  
Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan 
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans 
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In 
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one 
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster. 

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside 
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations 
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office. 

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to 
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to 
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current 
production cycle. 

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for 
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants 
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and 
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed 
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loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office 
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some 
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the 
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program 
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request 
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an 
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in. 

USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will 
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into 
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. 
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center 
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 
Buy-Up Coverage Availability and New Service Fees for 
Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies 
NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial crops for which insurance coverage 
is not available in order to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses, 
or prevent crop planting. 

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 
The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected 
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of 
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain 
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average 
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production. 

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 
For all coverage levels, the new NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per 
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple 
counties. These amounts reflect a $75 service fee increase for crop, county or multi-county 
coverage.  

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 
The 2018 Farm Bill NAP amendments specify that qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are now 
eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility 
criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a 
waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially 
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 
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For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or 
contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, 
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs. 

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and 
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.  
 
Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, 
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss 
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. For honeybee losses, 
producers must notify FSA within 15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is 
apparent. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 
2020, must file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee losses) 
• An application for payment by Feb. 1, 2021 

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  
• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 
Livestock Inventory Records 
Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary 
in the event of a natural disaster. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered 
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 
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To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide 
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must 
submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock 
is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and 
receipts. 

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts; 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office.  

 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural disasters during 
calendar year 2020 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event 
or the date when the loss is apparent. 

TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or 
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible. 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The 
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, 
eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were 
planted. 

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres 
annually.  

 
Maintaining Good Credit History 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit 
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are 
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash 
flow. 

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in 
conducting FSA business. 



Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will 
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is 
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies. 

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.  
• Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an 
effective way to remember payment due dates. 
• Pay down existing debt. 
• Keep your credit card balances low. 
• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts. 

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a 
loan after improving or correcting your credit report. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Loan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to 
learn about the options available to you. 

 
Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and 
service direct loans. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan 
amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment 
terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. 
Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 
40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
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Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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