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From the FSA State Executive Director 
Greetings from your USDA California Farm Service Agency State Executive Director 
Blong Xiong. California FSA is looking forward to providing assistance to all of our 
producers here in California. 

Our County Committee Elections Season has begun. Our 30 county offices around the 
state are now accepting nominations for county committee members. County committee 
members make important decisions about how Federal farm programs are administered 
locally. All nomination forms for the 2022 election must be postmarked or received in the 
local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2022. To learn more please check out our article this month on 
Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to 
Serve on Local County Committees  

One of our newest programs the Emergency Relief Program, designed to help agricultural 
producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, winter storms, and other qualifying natural 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/31e15da


disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. To learn more please look at 
this month’s article in the newsletter on Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist 
Items for Eligible Farmers. 

Finally, Agricultural producers in California who have not yet completed their crop acreage 
reports after planting should make an appointment with their local farm service Agency 
office before the applicable deadline. Please check out our article on USDA Reminds 
California Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports. 

Thank you to all our producers who work tirelessly to provide and protect our Nation’s food 
supply. Your contributions to America’s food, fiber, feed and fuel supply are invaluable and 
we are appreciative every day for your dedication to feeding the world. 

Sincerely, 

Blong Xiong 

State Executive Director 

Farm Service Agency - California 

 
Farm Service Agency Now Accepting 
Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve 
on Local County Committees  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) is now accepting 
nominations for county committee members. Elections will occur in certain Local 
Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a 
single county or multi-county jurisdiction. This may include LAAs that are focused on an 
urban or suburban area.  

County committee members make important decisions about how Federal farm programs 
are administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2022 election must be postmarked or 
received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2022. 

“It is a priority for USDA to integrate equity into its decision-making and policymaking, and 
that starts with our local FSA county committees,” said Blong Xiong State Executive 
Director for FSA in California. “We need enthusiastic, diverse leaders to serve other 
agricultural producers on these committees as we work to build equitable systems and 
programming inclusive of all employees and all of our customers. I ask that you consider 
making a difference in your community by nominating yourself, or another agricultural 
producer, to serve on your local FSA county committee.” 

Xiong said agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program and 
reside in the LAA that is up for election this year, may be nominated for candidacy for the 
county committee. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information 
about their farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received 
program benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying 

https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, 
women, and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.  

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on 
FSA county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve 
three-year terms. Producers serving on FSA county committees play a critical role in the 
day-to-day operations of the agency. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out 
disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price support programs, 
county office employment and other agricultural issues.  

More Information  

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get 
involved in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be 
considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. Urban 
farmers should use an The form and other information about FSA county committee 
elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 7, 2022. Producers can find 
their local USDA Service Center at farmers.gov/service-locator.  

 
Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist Items 
for Eligible Farmers. 
FSA recently began mailing 303,000 pre-filled applications for the Emergency Relief 
Program (ERP), a new program designed to help agricultural producers impacted by 
wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, and other qualifying natural disasters 
experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. 

The past few years have been tough to say the least. As producers have dealt with the 
continued impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, they have also struggled to recover from 
more frequent, more intense natural disasters. I am grateful that Congress passed, and 
President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering 
Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in critical emergency 
relief. 

After extensive stakeholder outreach, including with producers and groups that have not 
always been included in USDA programs, our team began work developing a responsive, 
easier-to-access program that could be rolled out in phases. We’re now rolling out the first 
phase of ERP, which uses existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating initial payments. 

By leveraging existing data, we will be able to deliver approximately $6 billion in 
assistance on a faster timeline; at the same time, my team and I are committed to 
ensuring that producers who do not have existing data on file with USDA are captured in 
the second phase of ERP, which will be explicitly focused on filling gaps in previously 
implemented emergency assistance. 
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To apply for ERP Phase 1, here’s what you need to do: 

1. Check Your Mailbox 

The form being mailed to you includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application 
process, and provides estimated ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a 
separate application form for each program year in which an eligible loss occurred. 
Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive 
an ERP phase one payment. This application takes about 0.176 hours (that’s less than 15 
minutes) for producers to complete, compared to the former Wildfire and Hurricane 
Indemnity Program – Plus application which took several hours for producers to complete 
and even longer for FSA staff.  

The deadline to return completed ERP applications to FSA is Friday, July 22, 2022. If you 
have NAP coverage, you will receive pre-filled ERP applications later this summer. Details 
on ERP Phase 2 will be forthcoming as well. 

2. Check Your Eligibility 

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster 
event in calendar years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop 
insurance or NAP coverage was available, except for crops intended for grazing. 
Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, 
excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, 
excessive moisture, qualifying drought*, and related conditions. 

*Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP are available online. 

3. Check Required Forms on File with FSA 

Producers must have the following forms on file with FSA: 

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.  
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity. 
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities(if applicable). 
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for 

Certain Programs(if applicable). 
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland 

conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and 
applicable affiliates. 

If you have previously participated in FSA programs, you will likely have these required 
forms on file. However, if you’re uncertain or want to confirm the status of your forms, 
contact your local FSA county office. 

4. Check Historically Underserved Status with FSA, If Applicable 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2022%2Ffsa_erp_2020_drought_counties_factsheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C64a934c0981841d18fca08da596746a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637920598077182343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BVrhvqja1PzoL7vTD4u3dj53EKocTUDiZDdbuiOdzFU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2022%2Ffsa_erp_2021_drought_counties_factsheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C64a934c0981841d18fca08da596746a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637920598077182343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cl%2FA8EmSIDugZ%2BBKbGdogwV2jalqCCdL4pa7bz3w7yc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, 
limited resource, socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers, and ranchers will be 
increased by 15% of the calculated ERP payment. 

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have the following 
form on file with FSA: 

• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and 
Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification. 

5. Check Your Future Insurance Coverage 

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase 
crop insurance, or NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two 
available crop years, as determined by the Secretary. 

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP 
payment and may vary depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP 
for a producer’s particular crops. The final crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP 
coverage to meet the second year of coverage for this requirement is the 2026 crop year. 

6. Check Your bank 

Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by FSA, 
producers who have direct deposit should look for payment within three business days. 

More Information 

We have additional resources, including: 

• ERP May 16, 2022 New Release 
• ERP Fact Sheet 
• Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
• Emergency Relief Webpage 
• ERP Notice of Funding Availability 

In addition to ERP, FSA is also implementing the first phase of the new Emergency 
Livestock Relief Program. At this time, FSA has made more than $588 million in payments 
to impacted livestock producers. 

Bottom line, we take your feedback seriously, and we wanted to deliver this relief as soon 
as possible. We learned from previous relief programs, and we’re excited to be getting this 
to you as swiftly as we can. 

 
USDA Reminds California Producers to File Crop 
Acreage Reports. 
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Agricultural producers in California who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports 
after planting should make an appointment with their U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) service center before the applicable deadline. 

“Many USDA programs require producers to file an accurate crop acreage report by the 
applicable deadline,” said Blong Xiong, State Executive Director in California. “Once 
planting is complete, call your local FSA office to make an appointment to report your 
acreage. Our FSA staff can assist producers in completing acreage reports, including 
providing maps.” 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. 
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a 
list of acreage reporting deadlines by crop. 

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required.   

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or 
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county 
office. 

• If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, 
acreage reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-

https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


specific reporting deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the 
crop begins. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural 
disaster, were unable to because of a natural disaster. 

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later 
than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s 
Risk Management Agency. 

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage 
is reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains 
in effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for 
more information on continuous certification. 

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov 

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access 
their FSA farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new 
feature will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view 
other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to 
view, print and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.  

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form 
FSA-211 Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other 
signature types, or as a member of a business can now access information in the 
farmers.gov portal.  

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with 
this fact sheet and these video tutorials.  

More Information 

Producers can make an appointment to report acres by contacting their local USDA 
Service Center. 

 
Community Alliance with Family Farmers Offers 
Small Farm Tech Hub 
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How can technology help expand market opportunities and 
increase business efficiencies for small farms? 

Community Alliance with Family Farmers (CAFF) Tech Hub 
is here to Help! 

Free Consultation services available to small scale farmers, 
food hubs and farmers markets operating out of California. 

Request an appointment at www.caff.org/techsupport 

For any questions email Techhub@caff.org or visit 
www.caff.org/techhub 

 
USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food 
Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers   
New Program Part of Broader Effort to Transform Food System, Create Jobs  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) plans to provide up to $200 million in assistance for specialty crop producers who 
incur eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to obtain or renew a food safety 
certification in calendar years 2022 or 2023. USDA’s new Food Safety Certification for 
Specialty Crops (FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty crop producers to 
comply with regulatory requirements and market-driven food safety certification 
requirements, which is part of USDA’s broader effort to transform the food system to 
create a more level playing field for small and medium producers and a more balanced, 
equitable economy for everyone working in food and agriculture.   

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 
food safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is 
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an 
emphasis on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from 
Hollis, N.H., where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA’s efforts to 
help reduce costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding 
to cut regulatory costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire 
and across the nation. 

“The ongoing economic challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic have created 
substantial financial challenges for small and very small producers to meet regulatory 
requirements and access additional markets,” Vilsack said. “These challenges were 
particularly acute for specialty crop producers, many of whom needed to quickly and 
completely pivot their operations as demand shifted away from traditional markets, like 
restaurants and food service. As we build back better, our food systems must be both 
more inclusive and more competitive. By helping mitigate the costs of on-farm food safety 
certification, the FSCSC program will support fair, transparent food systems rooted in local 
and regional production and provide small-scale producers a real opportunity to bring 
home a greater share of the food dollar and help create jobs.”  
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Program Details  

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety 
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety 
certification in calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage 
of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as 
a portion of their related expenses.  

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the 
definition of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses 
related to the 2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.  

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:  

• Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification. 
• Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan. 
• Food safety certification. 
• Certification upload fees. 
• Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water. 

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher 
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and 
veteran farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be 
found at farmers.gov/food-safety. 

Applying for Assistance  

The FSCSC application period for 2022 is June 27, 2022, through January 31, 2023, and 
the application period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. FSA will issue payments 
at the time of application approval for 2022 and after the application period ends for 2023. 
If calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be 
prorated.  

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety 
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with 
other required documents, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service 
Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. Producers can 
visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find their local FSA office. Specialty crop producers can 
also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to assist. 

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility 
information and forms needed to apply.  

 
Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm 
Loans that Fit Their Operation 
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Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery 
Tool on farmers.gov to find information on USDA farm loans 
that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan 
options to help farmers finance their operations. From 
buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA 
loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm 
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a 
few simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need 
to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans 
that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be 
provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing 
an application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to 
individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include 
general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each 
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center 
visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and 
clicking the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive 
loan information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on 
any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully 
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined 
with an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process 
transactions, and manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect 
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the 
My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, 
history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm 
loan features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs 
that can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

 
USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover 
Costs of Organic, Transitioning Producers 
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Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and 
handlers who are transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic and Transitional Education Certification 
Program (OTECP) and Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which help 
producers and handlers cover the cost of organic certification, along with other related 
expenses. Applications for OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.  

OTECP covers:   

• Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per 
category).  

• Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification 
inspections and development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).  

• Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).  
• Soil testing (75% up to $100).   

Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.  

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops, 
livestock, processing/handling and State organic program fees.    

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and 
OCCSP cover costs incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022.  Producers 
have until October 31, 2022 to file applications, and FSA will make payments as 
applications are received.   

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their 
local USDA Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and 
handlers will need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible 
expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through 
participating State agencies.    

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.  

 
California Agricultural Mediation Program 
(CALAMP) helps farmers and ranchers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in California has partnered with the California 
Agriculture Mediation Program to provide free mediation services. Mediation can be an 
effective tool for farmers and ranchers who are experiencing challenges with their farm 
loans, creditors, neighbors, leases, or USDA agencies,. 

Mediation is free to any producer for debt/credit issues, family farm transitions, leases, 
neighbor disputes, organic certification, adverse USDA decisions, and more. If your issue 
is not included in our authorized list of covered topics, we’ll work with you to find an 
affordable option. 
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Discussions and notes made during mediation cannot be shared unless everyone agrees 
to do so. Keeping information private helps create a safe space for difficult conversations. 
If you come to an agreement or plan, the parties may then decide to share it outside of the 
meeting. 

Mediators are trained to help people talk to each other in a productive way. The mediator 
does not take a “side” in the conversation, but instead is there to support the conversation 
and move it forward to address the issue at hand. All of our mediators have agricultural 
backgrounds, so they understand the issues that are unique to the industry. 

The mediator leads a discussion about reaching an agreement or plan. Should the parties 
reach an agreement, the mediator will draft a settlement document, which is a binding 
contract. But the parties, not the mediator, decide the outcome and course of action. 

Statistically, 75 percent of mediations result in an agreement. Sometimes even if a final 
agreement is not reached, everyone gains a better understanding of the issue. Mediation 
can go hand-in-hand with other processes such as working with an estate planner or 
applying for a farm loan. Mediation can reopen lines of communication and help the 
participants continue productive conversations outside the meeting. 

For more information, submit a request for mediation at www.calamp.org 

Or contact: 

Matt Strassberg (Director) at 916-330-4500 x101 or matts@emcenter.org 

Mary Campbell (S. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or maryc@emcenter.org 

Jenna Muller (N. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or jennam@emcenter.org 

 
Free Farm Manager Apprentice Training 
Farmers, are you searching for your future manager or supervisor? Whether you have a 
current employee who could use some additional training, or are seeking to hire a new 
team member, The Beginning Farm and Ranch Management Apprenticeship provides a 
structured pathway for aspiring farm managers to develop the knowledge and skills they 
need to be successful on your farm. The Center for Land-Based Learning covers all tuition 
for coursework and provides support for farmers and apprentices. To learn more about 
training an apprentice, visit https://landbasedlearning.org/apprentice-farmer-mentor 

 
 

Farm Service Agency 
California State Office  
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430 G Street, Ste. 4161 
Davis, CA 95616 

Phone: 530-792-5520 

State Executive Director 

Blong Xiong 
Blong.Xiong@usda.gov 

California Farm Service Agency Website 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/ca 

  

  

  

Executive Officer 

Jacque Johnson 
Jacque.Johnson@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 

BreAnna Martinez 
BreAnna.Martinez@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Program Chief 

John Oosterman 
John.Oosterman@usda.gov 

 

Farm Program Chief 

Navdeep Dhillon 
Navdeep.Dhillon@usda.gov 

  

  

   

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

USDA Farm Service Agency 
www.fsa.usda.gov  |  contact us 

 

mailto:Blong.Xiong@usda.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fstate-offices%2FCalifornia%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C64a934c0981841d18fca08da596746a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637920598077182343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Dq2PLU54ZzJCRzcy9wLx2QwEWl%2FtEgrbu39hUykSN4Q%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Jacque.Johnson@usda.gov
mailto:BreAnna.Martinez@usda.gov
mailto:John.Oosterman@usda.gov
mailto:Navdeep.Dhillon@usda.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C64a934c0981841d18fca08da596746a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637920598077182343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pyYXojQ0%2FETDZ%2FGhcDwHyqpOG2yuIYCRzU4b%2FFv9dAc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fcontact-us%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C64a934c0981841d18fca08da596746a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637920598077182343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BKc%2BXEmH3zBqjAloZZGkj3Zb%2BNMO5Ds7O773N3aFckA%3D&reserved=0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/31e15da
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fusdafsa%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C64a934c0981841d18fca08da596746a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637920598077182343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AXKjGM%2Frnw6xn%2B9ZAKNnSngme3Qxw6sWu8ZcgNhJbFE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Ffarmersgov%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C64a934c0981841d18fca08da596746a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637920598077182343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jnKn3UM%2Fc%2F3XvtT%2BCBxKz8aTVfx69itGN3hzjLcTBBc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Ffarmersgov%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C64a934c0981841d18fca08da596746a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637920598077182343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WmWEzGZ12uA08hbhIXyr8%2Fd8xfLr5D6AB%2B8Sjm3IrLo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Ffarmersgov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C64a934c0981841d18fca08da596746a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637920598077182343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vivIiTcMu%2FIcNtFtq2aX1%2B2QnQ1zqPt7XMdEtMQQuwQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCBlm1cdj1ELGjanH0Ci0zDQ%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C64a934c0981841d18fca08da596746a9%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637920598077182343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rn%2BN7ItbNqBYNzmd7nLXT1nsfPDwUpZhlOv0%2F%2BMIJPk%3D&reserved=0


SUBSCRIBER SERVICES: 
Manage Subscriptions  |  Help 

  

 
 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/subscriber/edit?preferences=true#tab1
https://subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com/

	In This Issue:
	From the FSA State Executive Director
	Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County Committees 
	Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist Items for Eligible Farmers.
	USDA Reminds California Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports.
	Community Alliance with Family Farmers Offers Small Farm Tech Hub
	USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers  
	Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their Operation
	USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of Organic, Transitioning Producers
	California Agricultural Mediation Program (CALAMP) helps farmers and ranchers
	Free Farm Manager Apprentice Training
	Farm Service Agency
	California State Office 

