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USDA to Provide Payments to Livestock 
Producers Impacted by Drought or Wildfire   
New Emergency Livestock Relief benefits to be delivered through two-phased approach; 

compensation for 2021 forage losses   

The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that ranchers who have 
approved applications through the 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) for 
forage losses due to severe drought or wildfire in 2021 will soon begin receiving 
emergency relief payments for increases in supplemental feed costs in 2021 through the 
Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) new Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP). 

Background   

On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government 
Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43). This Act includes $10 
billion in assistance to agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, 
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winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 
2021. Additionally, the Act specifically targets $750 million to provide assistance to 
livestock producers for losses incurred due to drought or wildfires in calendar year 2021. 
ELRP is part of FSA’s implementation of the Act.      

For impacted producers, USDA will leverage LFP data to deliver immediate relief for 
increases in supplemental feed costs in 2021. LFP is an important tool that provides up to 
60% of the estimated replacement feed cost when an eligible drought adversely impacts 
grazing lands or 50% of the monthly feed cost for the number of days the producer is 
prohibited from grazing the managed rangeland because of a qualifying wildfire.      

FSA received more than 100,000 applications totaling nearly $670 million in payments to 
livestock producers under LFP for the 2021 program year.      

Congress recognized requests for assistance beyond this existing program and provided 
specific funding for disaster-impacted livestock producers in 2021.       

ELRP Eligibility – Phase One      

To be eligible for an ELRP payment under phase one of program delivery, livestock 
producers must have suffered grazing losses in a county rated by the U.S. Drought 
Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme 
drought) or higher level of drought intensity during the 2021 calendar year, and have 
applied and been approved for 2021 LFP. 

Additionally, producers whose permitted grazing on federally managed lands was 
disallowed due to wildfire are also eligible for ELRP payments, if they applied and were 
approved for 2021 LFP.    

As part of FSA’s efforts to streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP phase one 
benefits, producers are not required to submit an application for payment; however, 
they must have the following forms on file with FSA within a subsequently 
announced deadline as determined by the Deputy Administrator for Farm 
Programs:     

• CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application   
• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.   
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.    
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).    
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for 

Certain Programs (if applicable).    
• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and 

Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2021 program 
year.    

• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland 
conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation 



(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ELRP producer and 
applicable affiliates.   

ELRP Payment Calculation – Phase One      

To further expedite payments to eligible livestock producers, determine eligibility, and 
calculate an ELRP phase one payment, FSA will utilize livestock inventories and drought-
affected forage acreage or restricted animal units and grazing days due to wildfire already 
reported by the producer when they submitted a 2021 CCC-853, Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program Application form.       

Phase one ELRP payments will be equal to the eligible livestock producer’s gross 2021 
LFP calculated payment multiplied by a payment percentage, to reach a reasonable 
approximation of increased supplemental feed costs for eligible livestock producers in 
2021.       

The ELRP payment percentage will be 90% for historically underserved producers, 
including beginning, limited resource, and veteran farmers and ranchers, and 75% for all 
other producers.  These payments will be subject to a payment limitation.     

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-860, 
Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 
Certification, form on file with FSA for the 2021 program year.      

Payments to eligible producers through phase one of ELRP are estimated to total more 
than $577 million.      

ELRP - Phase Two       

Today’s announcement is only Phase One of relief for livestock producers.  FSA continues 
to evaluate and identify impacts of 2021 drought and wildfire on livestock producers to 
ensure equitable and inclusive distribution of much-needed emergency relief program 
benefits.        

Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Assistance for Crop Producers      

FSA is developing a two-phased process to provide assistance to diversified, row crop 
and specialty crop operations that were impacted by an eligible natural disaster event in 
calendar years 2020 or 2021.     

This program will provide assistance to crop producers and will follow a two-phased 
process similar to that of the livestock assistance with implementation of the first phase in 
the coming weeks. Phase one of the crop assistance program delivery will leverage 
existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program data as 
the basis for calculating initial payments.      

Making the initial payments using existing safety net and risk management data will both 
speed implementation and further encourage participation in these permanent programs, 
including the Pasture, Rangeland, Forage Rainfall Index Crop Insurance Program, as 
Congress intended.      
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The second phase of the crop program will be intended to fill additional assistance gaps 
and cover eligible producers who did not participate in existing risk management 
programs.        

Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and 
stakeholders informed as ERP implementation details are made available.        

Additional Livestock Drought Assistance     

Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great Plains and West, FSA will be offering 
additional relief through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP) to help ranchers cover above normal costs of hauling 
livestock to forage.  This policy enhancement complements previously announced ELAP 
compensation for hauling feed to livestock.  Soon after FSA announced the assistance for 
hauling feed to livestock, stakeholders were quick to point out that producers also were 
hauling the livestock to the feed source as well and encouraged this additional 
flexibility.       

It is important to note that, unlike ELRP emergency relief benefits which are only 
applicable for eligible losses incurred in the 2021 calendar year, this ELAP livestock and 
feed hauling compensation will not only be retroactive for 2021 but will also be available 
for losses in 2022 and subsequent years.       

To calculate ELAP program benefits, an online tool is currently available to help producers 
document and estimate payments to cover feed transportation cost increases caused by 
drought and will soon be updated to assist producers with calculations associated with 
drought related costs incurred for hauling livestock to forage     

More Information    

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including 
USDA resources specifically for producer impacted by drought and wildfire and the 
Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, 
producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop 
insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.   

 

USDA Encourages Producers to Enroll in 
Grasslands CRP 
Producers Must Apply by May 13 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encourages producers and landowners to 
enroll in the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) starting next week 
through May 13, 2022. Grassland CRP provides a unique opportunity for farmers, 
ranchers, and agricultural landowners to keep land in agricultural production and 
supplement their income while improving their soils and permanent grass cover.   The 
program had its highest enrollment in history in 2021 and is part of the Biden-Harris 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ae1c08a7f5d490aff0008da136b9f05%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637843650648166735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=yPyCxM0no2zJls99PyHt%2BqII9Ejed9RgJDxjxPOlhdo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ae1c08a7f5d490aff0008da136b9f05%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637843650648166735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=yPyCxM0no2zJls99PyHt%2BqII9Ejed9RgJDxjxPOlhdo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fview.officeapps.live.com%2Fop%2Fview.aspx%3Fsrc%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252FAssets%252FUSDA-FSA-Public%252Fusdafiles%252FDisaster-Assist%252FDisaster%252FELAP%252Felap-feed-transportation-worksheet-final-3.xlsm%253Futm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_source%253Dgovdelivery%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26wdOrigin%3DBROWSELINK&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ae1c08a7f5d490aff0008da136b9f05%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637843650648166735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=Ruu255frTILFQ%2Be7omKhumGffU4kjTqOj2ZDiUCy8k4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/wildfire?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FInformation-Tools%2FAgent-Locator-Page%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1ae1c08a7f5d490aff0008da136b9f05%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637843650648166735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=6JSpVz6InQh5vwAO2a6SI9ZtsxtmAivoCfa%2B2o8Ok8M%3D&reserved=0


Administration’s broader effort to equip producers with the tools they need to help address 
climate change and invest in the long-term health of our natural resources. 

Grassland CRP is a federally funded voluntary working lands program. Through the 
program, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides annual rental payments to 
landowners to maintain and conserve grasslands while allowing producers to graze, hay, 
and produce seed on that land.  Maintaining the existing permanent cover provides 
several benefits, including reducing erosion, providing wildlife habitat and migration 
corridors, and capturing and maintaining carbon in the soil and cover.     

FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. The 
annual rental rate varies by county with a national minimum rental rate of $13 per acre for 
this signup. Contract duration is 10 or 15 years.  

Grassland CRP National Priority Zones  

Because Grassland CRP supports not only grazing operations but also biodiversity and 
conserving environmentally sensitive land such as that prone to wind erosion, FSA 
created two National Priority Zones in 2021: the Greater Yellowstone Migration Corridor 
and Dust Bowl Zone. As part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s focus on conservation in 
important wildlife corridors and key seasonal ranges, for this year’s signup, FSA is 
expanding the Greater Yellowstone Wildlife Migration Corridor Priority Zone to include 
seven additional counties across Montana, Wyoming, and Utah, to help protect the big-
game animal migration corridor associated with Wyoming elk, mule deer, and antelope.     

Offers within one of these National Priority Zones will receive an additional 15 ranking 
points and $5 per acre if at least 50% of the offer is located in the zone.  

Alongside Grassland CRP, producers and landowners can also enroll acres in Continuous 
CRP under the ongoing sign up, which includes projects available through the 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and State Acres for Wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE).     

Broadening Reach of Program  

As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers and landowners who are historically 
underserved, including beginning farmers and military veterans, will receive 10 additional 
ranking points to enhance their offers.  

Additionally, USDA is working to broaden the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by 
leveraging the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage 
historically underserved communities. CREP is a partnership program that enables states, 
Tribal governments, non-profit, and private entities to partner with FSA to implement CRP 
practices and address high priority conservation and environmental objectives. Interested 
entities are encouraged to contact FSA.  

More Information on CRP    
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Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP should contact their local USDA 
Service Center to learn more or to apply for the program before the May 13 deadline.  
Additionally, fact sheets and other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.        

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation 
programs in the United States. The working lands signup announced today demonstrates 
how much it has evolved from the original program that was primarily intended to control 
soil erosion and only had the option to take enrolled land out of production. The program 
has expanded over the years and now supports a greater variety of conservation and 
wildlife benefits, along with the associated economic benefits.     

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all 
potential environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is 
approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be 
completed before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. 
These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project 
implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, the request 
will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, 
it’s important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before 
starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact 
your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed 
timely. 

 

Community Alliance with Family Farmers Offers 
Small Farm Tech Hub 
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How can technology help expand market opportunities and 
increase business efficiencies for small farms? 

Community Alliance with Family Farmers (CAFF) Tech Hub 
is here to Help! 

Free Consultation services available to small scale farmers, 
food hubs and farmers markets operating out of California. 

Request an appointment at www.caff.org/techsupport 

For any questions email Techhub@caff.org or visit 
www.caff.org/techhub 

 

USDA Extends Deadline for Spot Market Hog 
Pandemic Program 
Farm Service Agency Will Accept Applications Through April 15   

Hog producers who sold hogs through a spot market sale during the COVID-19 pandemic 
now have until April 15, 2022, to submit their applications for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program (SMHPP). SMHPP, which is 
part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative, originally had a deadline to 
submit applications by Feb. 25, 2022.    

SMHPP assists hog producers who sold hogs through a spot market sale from April 16, 
2020, through Sept. 1, 2020, the period during which these producers faced the greatest 
reduction in market prices due to the pandemic. USDA is offering SMHPP in response to a 
reduction in packer production and supply chain issues due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which resulted in fewer negotiated hogs being procured and subsequent lower market 
prices. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) began accepting applications for SMHPP on 
Dec. 15, 2021. 

In response to stakeholder feedback and our analysis of the program to date, USDA will 
be making adjustments to clarify the definition of a spot market sale and to hog eligibility, 
while including documentation requirements to prevent erroneous payments. USDA will 
also be announcing those updates soon and wants to assure hog producers that there will 
be ample time to submit their applications for assistance. 

Applying for Assistance    

Eligible hog producers can apply for SMHPP by completing the FSA-940, Spot Market 
Hog Pandemic Program application. Visit farmers.gov/smhpp to learn more.   

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide 
by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. To find their local FSA office, 
producers can visit farmers.gov/service-locator. Hog producers can also call 877-508-
8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance.  Service Center 
staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. 
Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. 
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Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment. Additionally, 
more information related to USDA’s response and relief for producers can be found 
at farmers.gov/coronavirus.     

 

Noninsured Crop Coverage Helps Producers 
Manage Risks 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
helps you manage risk through coverage for both crop losses and crop planting that was 
prevented due to natural disasters. The eligible or “noninsured” crops include agricultural 
commodities not covered by federal crop insurance.    

You must be enrolled in the program and have purchased coverage for the eligible crop in 
the crop year in which the loss incurred to receive program benefits following a 
qualifying natural disaster. 

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 
percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Buy-up levels of NAP 
coverage are available if the producer can show at least one year of previously 
successfully growing the crop for which coverage is being requested. 

Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the 
“buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the 
coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. 

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses 
that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per 
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests 
in multiple counties.  

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium 
reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible 
for a waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, 
“Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher 
Certification.” 

https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, contact your local County 
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm 
Loans that Fit Their Operation 

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery 
Tool on farmers.gov to find information on USDA farm loans 
that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan 
options to help farmers finance their operations. From 
buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA 
loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm 
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a 
few simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need 
to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans 
that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be 
provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing 
an application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to 
individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include 
general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each 
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center 
visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and 
clicking the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive 
loan information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on 
any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully 
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined 
with an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process 
transactions, and manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect 
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the 
My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, 
history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website. 
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USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm 
loan features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs 
that can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools 
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is 
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is 
crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is 
the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 
• The development of problem situations 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, 
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

 

California Agricultural Mediation Program 
(CALAMP) helps farmers and ranchers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in California has partnered with the California 
Agriculture Mediation Program to provide free mediation services. Mediation can be an 
effective tool for farmers and ranchers who are experiencing challenges with their farm 
loans, creditors, neighbors, leases, or USDA agencies,. 

Mediation is free to any producer for debt/credit issues, family farm transitions, leases, 
neighbor disputes, organic certification, adverse USDA decisions, and more. If your issue 
is not included in our authorized list of covered topics, we’ll work with you to find an 
affordable option. 

Discussions and notes made during mediation cannot be shared unless everyone agrees 
to do so. Keeping information private helps create a safe space for difficult conversations. 
If you come to an agreement or plan, the parties may then decide to share it outside of the 
meeting. 

Mediators are trained to help people talk to each other in a productive way. The mediator 
does not take a “side” in the conversation, but instead is there to support the conversation 
and move it forward to address the issue at hand. All of our mediators have agricultural 
backgrounds, so they understand the issues that are unique to the industry. 
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The mediator leads a discussion about reaching an agreement or plan. Should the parties 
reach an agreement, the mediator will draft a settlement document, which is a binding 
contract. But the parties, not the mediator, decide the outcome and course of action. 

Statistically, 75 percent of mediations result in an agreement. Sometimes even if a final 
agreement is not reached, everyone gains a better understanding of the issue. Mediation 
can go hand-in-hand with other processes such as working with an estate planner or 
applying for a farm loan. Mediation can reopen lines of communication and help the 
participants continue productive conversations outside the meeting. 

For more information, submit a request for mediation at www.calamp.org 

Or contact: 

Matt Strassberg (Director) at 916-330-4500 x101 or matts@emcenter.org 

Mary Campbell (S. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or maryc@emcenter.org 

Jenna Muller (N. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or jennam@emcenter.org 

 

Free Farm Manager Apprentice Training 
Farmers, are you searching for your future manager or supervisor? Whether you have a 
current employee who could use some additional training, or are seeking to hire a new 
team member, The Beginning Farm and Ranch Management Apprenticeship provides a 
structured pathway for aspiring farm managers to develop the knowledge and skills they 
need to be successful on your farm. The Center for Land-Based Learning covers all tuition 
for coursework and provides support for farmers and apprentices. To learn more about 
training an apprentice, visit https://landbasedlearning.org/apprentice-farmer-mentor 

 

 

 

Farm Service Agency 
California State Office  

430 G Street, Ste. 4161 
Davis, CA 95616 

Phone: 530-792-5520 
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Blong Xiong 
Blong.Xiong@usda.gov 

California Farm Service Agency Website 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/ca 

  

  

Executive Officer 

Jacque Johnson 
Jacque.Johnson@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 

BreAnna Martinez 
BreAnna.Martinez@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Program Chief 

John Oosterman 
John.Oosterman@usda.gov 

 

Farm Program Chief 

Navdeep Dhillon 
Navdeep.Dhillon@usda.gov 

  

  

   

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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