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Take Steps Now to Prepare for 
Coronavirus Assistance 
In April, USDA announced the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP). CFAP will provide direct support based on losses 
for agriculture producers where prices and market supply chains 
have been significantly impacted and will assist eligible producers 
facing additional adjustment and marketing costs resulting from lost 
demand and short-term oversupply for the 2020 marketing year 
caused by COVID-19. 

CFAP will provide assistance to most farms that have experienced 
at least a five percent loss and will be available to farms regardless 
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of size. We are still working on the final details of the actual 
payment rates and those details will be determined and included as 
part of the rulemaking process. 

Once the rule making process is complete, the application period 
will be open and subject to the eligibility and payment limit criteria 
described in the rule. 
As part of applying for the program, you’ll need to contact the Farm 
Service Agency county office to schedule an appointment. 

Your local FSA staff will work with you to apply for the program, and 
through forms asking for this type of information: 
• Contact 
• Personal, including your Tax Identification Number 
• Farming operating structure 
• Adjusted Gross Income to ensure eligibility 
• Direct deposit to enable payment 

Please do not send any personal information to USDA without first 
initiating contact through a phone call. We take your privacy and 
security of your information very seriously. 
If you are an existing customer, this information is likely on file at 
your local Service Center.  

What Can You Do Now? 

While the application process has not started, you can start 
gathering/understanding your farm’s recent sales and inventory. 
FSA has streamlined the signup process to not require an acreage 
report at the time of application and a USDA farm number may not 
be immediately needed. 

How Will USDA Accept Applications? 

USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone 
appointment only. Once the application period opens, please call 
your FSA county office to schedule an appointment. 

Our staff is working with our agricultural producers by phone and 
using email, fax, mail, and online tools like Box to accept 
applications. 

Information on CFAP can be found at farmers.gov/CFAP. 

 

 
FSA Reminds Producers of Ongoing Disaster Assistance 
Program Signup 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has started making payments through the Wildfire and 
Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus (WHIP+) to agricultural producers who suffered eligible losses 
because of drought or excess moisture in 2018 and 2019. Signup for these causes of loss opened 
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March 23, and producers who suffered losses from drought (in counties designated D3 or above), 
excess moisture, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires 
can still apply for assistance through WHIP+. 

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes or 
vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster 
Designation (primary counties only) for qualifying natural disaster events that occurred in calendar 
years 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary 
county may be eligible if a producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a 
qualifying natural disaster event. 

For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in which the loss occurred 
was rated D3, or extreme drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar years 
2018 or 2019. Producers who suffered losses should contact their FSA county office. 

In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought and excess moisture, FSA will implement 
a WHIP+ provision for crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties when 
marketing crops damaged by eligible disaster events. To ensure an effective program for all 
impacted farmers, the Agency is currently gathering information on the extent of quality loss from 
producers and stakeholder organizations. 

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and 
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue 
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools 
whenever possible. 

All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center 
to schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service Centers can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus, and more information on WHIP+ can be found at farmers.gov/whip-plus. 

 
Emergency Animal Mortality Management Program 
While support for livestock is available through the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program in some 
circumstances, limited markets and processing may cause livestock producers to depopulate herds. 
NRCS offers assistance through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help agricultural 
producers properly dispose of livestock that were depopulated because of impacts from the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Through the Emergency Animal Mortality Management practice, NRCS helps producers plan and 
cover part of the cost for disposing of livestock because of an emergency animal mortality event. 
Once capacity is reached in an animal mortality facility, NRCS will help producers dispose of the 
remaining livestock through burying, incinerating, disposal at landfill or render, and other disposal 
options. 

Eligibility 
• To receive assistance, both an application and approved early start waiver must be filed with the 
local NRCS field office prior to disposal of animal carcasses. 
• Producers must have farm records established with the Farm Service Agency (FSA), meet all 
eligibility requirements, and have application filed at the local NRCS. 
• Financial assistance is limited and not all applications will be funded. 
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• There are payment limitations. Call the NRCS office at your local USDA Service Center. Find your 
local USDA Service Center at farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

More Information 
To learn more about EQIP and assistance through the Emergency Animal Mortality Management 
practice, call the NRCS office at your local USDA Service Center. Find your local USDA Service 
Center at farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 
USDA Reports Record Enrollment in Key Farm Safety-Net 
Programs  
Producers signed a record 1.77 million contracts for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2019 crop year, which is 
more than 107 percent of the total contracts signed compared with a 5-year average. USDA also 
reminds producers that June 30 is the deadline to enroll in ARC and PLC for the 2020 crop year. 

Producers interested in enrolling for 2020 should contact their FSA county office. Producers must 
enroll by June 30 and make their one-time update to PLC payment yields by September 30. 

FSA attributes the significant participation in the 2019 crop year ARC and PLC programs to 
increased producer interest in the programs under the 2018 Farm Bill and to an increase in eligible 
farms because of the selling and buying of farms and new opportunities for beginning farmers and 
military veterans with farms having 10 or fewer base acres. Enrollment for 2019 ended March 16. 
USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and 
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue 
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools 
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their 
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

For more information on ARC and PLC, download the program fact sheet or the 2014-2018 farm 
bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. To locate the nearest USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-
center-locator. 

 
USDA Announces Cooperative Agreements for Community 
Compost and Food Waste Reduction 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of $900,000 for local 
governments to host a Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction (CCFWR) pilot project for 
fiscal year (FY) 2020. The cooperative agreements will support projects that develop and test 
strategies for planning and implementing municipal compost plans and food waste reduction plans. 
The agreements are offered through USDA’s Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production. 

USDA will accept applications on Grants.gov until midnight June 26, 2020. Projects should span two 
years with a start date of October 1, 2020 and completion date of September 29, 2022. 
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Cooperative agreements support projects led by local governments that: 1) generate compost; 2) 
increase access to compost for agricultural producers; 3) reduce reliance on, and limit the use of, 
fertilizer; 4) improve soil quality; 5) encourage waste management and permaculture business 
development; 6) increase rainwater absorption; 7) reduce municipal food waste; and 8) divert food 
waste from landfills. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service will provide assistance for 
conservation related activities. 

Priority will be given to projects that anticipate or demonstrate economic benefits; incorporate plans 
to make compost easily accessible to farmers, including community gardeners; integrate other food 
waste strategies, including food recovery efforts; and collaborate with multiple partners. 

A webinar, which will be held on June 4, 2020, from 2 to 4 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time, will provide 
an overview of the cooperative agreements’ purpose, project types, eligibility and basic 
requirements for submitting an application. Information on how to register and participate in the 
webinar, or listen to the recording, will be posted at farmers.gov/urban. 

More Information 

Comments can be sent to UrbanAgriculture@usda.gov within 90 days, with the subject line 
“Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction Project.” 

Questions about this cooperative agreement opportunity can be sent to 
UrbanAgriculture@usda.gov. 

The Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production was established through the 2018 Farm 
Bill. It includes representatives from many USDA agencies, including Farm Service Agency and 
Agricultural Marketing Service, and is led by the Natural Resources Conservation Service. Its 
mission is to encourage and promote urban, indoor, and other emerging agricultural practices, 
including community composting and food waste reduction. More information is available at 
farmers.gov/urban. 

Additional resources that may be of interest to urban agriculture entities include AMS grants to 
improve domestic and international opportunities for U.S. growers and producers and FSA loans. 

 
#Plant2020 Campaign 
USDA is building a blog on farmers.gov that follows the #Plant2020 progress across the country. If 
you would like your #Plant2020 photo or video featured, please send the photo or a 15-second or 
less video (please use a landscape orientation image rather than portrait), producer name, crop 
type, and city and state to sharingoursuccesses@usda.gov 

 
USDA Announces Grants for Urban Agriculture and 
Innovative Production 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of $3 million for grants 
through its new Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production. The competitive grants will 
support the development of urban agriculture and innovative production projects through two 
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categories, Planning Projects and Implementation Projects. USDA will accept applications on 
Grants.gov until midnight July 6, 2020. 

“These grant opportunities underscore USDA’s commitment to all segments of agriculture, including 
swiftly expanding areas of urban agriculture,” Under Secretary for Farm Production and 
Conservation Bill Northey said. “Such projects have the potential to address important issues such 
as food access and education and to support innovative ways to increase local food production in 
urban environments.” 

“We are proud to be able to offer support though this cross-agency effort,” said Under Secretary for 
Marketing and Regulatory Programs Greg Ibach. “In creating this grant opportunity, USDA will build 
upon its years of experience providing technical support, grant funding and research to help farmers 
and local and urban food businesses grow.” 

Planning Projects 

USDA is making available $1 million for Planning Projects that initiate or expand efforts of farmers, 
gardeners, citizens, government officials, schools and other stakeholders in urban areas and 
suburbs. Projects may target areas of food access, education, business and start-up costs for new 
farmers and development of policies related to zoning and other needs of urban production. 

Implementation Projects 

USDA is making available $2 million for Implementation Projects that accelerate existing and 
emerging models of urban, indoor and other agricultural practices that serve multiple farmers. 
Projects will improve local food access and collaborate with partner organizations and may support 
infrastructure needs, emerging technologies, educational endeavors and urban farming policy 
implementation. 

Webinar 

A webinar, which will be held on June 3, 2020, from 2 to 4 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time, will provide 
an overview of the grants’ purpose, project types, eligibility and basic requirements for submitting an 
application. Information on how to register for and participate in the webinar, or listen to the 
recording, will be posted at farmers.gov/urban. 

More Information 

The Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production was established through the 2018 Farm 
Bill. It includes representatives from many USDA agencies, including Farm Service Agency and 
Agricultural Marketing Service, and is led by the Natural Resources Conservation Service. More 
information is available at https://www.farmers.gov/manage/urban/opportunities. 

Additional resources that may be of interest to urban agriculture entities include AMS grants to 
improve domestic and international opportunities for U.S. growers and producers and FSA loans. 

 
USDA Announces Updates for Honeybee Producers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced updates to the 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). These 
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updates include changes required by the 2018 Farm Bill as well as discretionary changes intended 
to improve the administration of the program and clarify existing program requirements. 

ELAP was previously administered based on FSA’s fiscal year but will now run according to the 
calendar year. Producers are still required to submit an application for payment within 30 calendar 
days of the end of the program year. This is not a policy change but will affect the deadline. The 
signup deadline for calendar year 2020 losses is February 1, 2021. 

Starting in 2020, producers will have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, instead of 30 
days, to file a honeybee notice of loss. This change provides consistency between ELAP and the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which also has a 15-day notice of loss period for 
honey. For other covered losses, including livestock feed, grazing and farm-raised fish losses, the 
notice of loss deadline for ELAP will remain 30 days from when the loss is first apparent to the 
producer. 

Program participants who were paid for the loss of a honeybee colony or hive in either or both of the 
previous two years will be required to provide additional documentation to substantiate how current 
year inventory was acquired.  
If the honeybee colony loss incurred was because of Colony Collapse Disorder, program 
participants must provide a producer certification that the loss was a direct result of at least three of 
the five symptoms of Colony Collapse Disorder, which include:  
 
• the loss of live queen and/or drone bee populations inside the hives; 
• rapid decline of adult worker bee population outside the hives, leaving brood poorly or completely 
unattended; 
• absence of dead adult bees inside the hive and outside the entrance of the hive; 
• absence of robbing collapsed colonies; and 
• at the time of collapse, varroa mite and Nosema populations are not at levels known to cause 
economic injury or population decline. 

For honeybees, ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical structure) and 
honeybee feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been destroyed by a natural 
disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse Disorder. Colony losses must 
be in excess of normal mortality. 

ELAP also provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock and farm-raised fish 
including for feed and grazing losses. It covers losses because of eligible adverse weather or loss 
conditions, including blizzards and wildfires on federally managed lands. ELAP also covers losses 
resulting from the cost of transporting water to livestock due to an eligible drought. 

For more information on ELAP visit farmers.gov/recover or contact your FSA County Office. To 
locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 
USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP Risk 
Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline. 

https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. Beginning, 
underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx. 

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected 
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of 
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain 
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average 
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production. 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per 
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service 
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov. 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

 
Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans 
Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help 
agricultural producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased 
the amount that producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and 
emergency loans. 

Key changes include: 
• The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed 
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help producers 
pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed, livestock feed, and 
more. 

• The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the Guaranteed 
Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million. Farm ownership loans 
help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as improve and expand current 
operations. 
• Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000 Operating 
Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000. Microloans provide flexible 
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access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. 
• Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA restructuring 
plan are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these producers were ineligible. 
• Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent guarantee 
against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent. 

About Farm Loans 

Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by 
FSA, while guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For 
guaranteed loans, FSA provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest. 
For more information on FSA farm loans, https://www.fsa.usda.gov/ or contact your local USDA 
service center. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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