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FSA Opens CFAP 2 Signup for Additional 
Enrollment; Updates Additional CFAP 
Provisions 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) is reminding farmers and ranchers that signup has reopened 
for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) as 
part of the Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. The initial 
CFAP 2 signup ended on Dec. 11, 2020, but USDA has reopened 
sign-up for CFAP 2 for at least 60 days as of April 5, 2021, for 
producers to apply or make modifications to existing CFAP 2 
applications. 

CFAP 2 provides direct financial relief to producers due to market 
disruptions and associated costs because of COVID-19. CFAP 2 
payments will be made for three categories of commodities – Price 
Trigger Commodities, Flat-rate Crops and Sales Commodities. Visit 
farmers.gov/cfap/commodities for a full list of eligible commodities 
for each category. 

Applying for CFAP 2 

Visit farmers.gov/cfap for details on all eligible commodities, 
producer eligibility, payment limitations and structure and additional 
program resources. 

Producers have multiple options to apply for CFAP 2, including 
through an online application portal and by working directly with the 
FSA office. Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 
2 application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a 
USDA employee ready to offer assistance. 

 

 
In Historic Move, USDA to Begin Loan Payments to Socially 
Disadvantaged Borrowers under American Rescue Plan Act 
Section 1005 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agency (FSA) published the first notice of funding 
availability (NOFA) (PDF, 242 KB) announcing loan payments for eligible borrowers with qualifying 
direct farm loans under the American Rescue Plan Act Section 1005. The official NOFA will be 
published in the Federal Register early this week and USDA expects payments to begin in early 
June and continue on a rolling basis. A subsequent notice addressing guaranteed loan balances 
and direct loans that no longer have collateral and have been previously referred to the Department 
of Treasury for debt collection for offset, will be published within 120 days. 

Section 1005 of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) provides funding and authorization 
for USDA FSA to pay up to 120 percent of direct and guaranteed loan outstanding balances as of 
January 1, 2021, for socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers as defined in Section 2501(a) of 
the Food, Agriculture Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 2279(a)). Section 2501(a) 
defines a socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher as a farmer or rancher who is a member of a 
socially disadvantaged group, which is further defined as a group whose members have been 
subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity as members of a group without 
regard to their individual qualities. Qualifying loans as part of today’s announcement are certain 
direct loans under the Farm Loan Programs (FLP) and Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFL). 

For much of the history of the USDA, socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers have faced 
discrimination—sometimes overt and sometimes through deeply embedded rules and policies—that 
have prevented them from achieving as much as their counterparts who do not face these 
documented acts of discrimination. Over the past 30 years, several major civil rights lawsuits have 
compensated farmers for specific acts of discrimination—including Pigford I and Pigford II, 
Keepseagle, and the Garcia cases. However, those settlements and other related actions did not 
address the systemic and cumulative impacts of discrimination over a number of decades that the 
American Rescue Plan now begins to address. 

Sections 1005 and 1006 of ARPA provide USDA with new tools to address longstanding inequities 
for socially disadvantaged borrowers. Section 1006 of ARPA provides additional funding to begin 
long-term racial equity work within USDA, including to address heirs property claims and to stand up 
an Equity Commission to identify barriers to access USDA programming. 

To learn more about the loan payments to socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers, 
visit www.farmers.gov/americanrescueplan. 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris 
Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient 
local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy 
and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and 
producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in 
infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the 
Department by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of 
America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov. 

 
Share Your Planting Season Experience for #Plant2021 
After a long winter and a challenging year, spring has finally come. As the world around us bursts 
into song and color, our farmers will begin to work the soil they’ve protected all winter and plant the 
seeds they will nurture for months to come. Later this year, the fruits of their labor will become the 
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food that feeds our communities, the fiber that clothes our families, and the fuel that powers 
industries. 

For many, 2020 was the first year they’d ever seen an empty shelf at the grocery store. And for the 
first time, many people realized how much they take farming and the people who make it possible 
for granted. Fewer and fewer Americans understand what our farmers do, who they are, and the 
hard work they put in. Let’s change that. 

This planting season, let Farmers.gov showcase your work by participating in the #Plant2021 
campaign. We’ll share your story on @FarmersGov on social media and a nationwide storymap. 
Here’s how: 

Using your smartphone or digital camera, take photos of what’s happening on your operation during 
planting season. Videos may be too large to email as attachment, so you can email them to us via 
mail drop (iPhone), Google Photos (Android), or any other file sharing service. A few ideas: 

• If you're comfortable, we’d love to see the people that make it happen set against the 
backdrop of your agricultural operation. 

• Take a photo from inside the tractor cab so we can see what you see. 
• Photos at sunrise or sunset are always beautiful! 
• Behind-the-scenes photos showing us the amount of planning and preparation it takes to 

have a successful planting season are welcomed. 
• Emerging (baby) crops. 

Submit your photos/videos along with the following information to us at SM.FP.Social@usda.gov: 

• Your name if you’re comfortable sharing. 
• Location of the operation (city or county and state). 
• Information about what’s in the photo/video and what’s being planting. 
• Your thoughts about this year’s planting season. Is this year different from previous years? 

How do you feel about the season? What are you hopeful about? 
• If your operation has a Facebook, Twitter, and/or Instagram account, please include it so 

that we can tag you. 

Please note that by submitting your photo/video, you are granting USDA permission to use these 
materials for outreach and education purposes. Follow @FarmersGov on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram, and we look forward to sharing your story!  

 
USDA Announces Grants for Urban Agriculture and 
Innovative Production 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of up to $4 million for grants 
to support the development of urban agriculture and innovative production projects. USDA’s Office 
of Urban Agriculture and Innovation Production is accepting proposals for planning and innovation 
projects, and these grants are part of USDA’s broader efforts to support urban agriculture.  USDA 
will accept applications on Grants.gov until 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on July 30, 2021. 

“Urban agriculture can play an important role in food justice and equity,” said Jacque Johnson, Farm 
Service Agency Acting Executive Director in California. 
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“Such projects have the potential to educate, innovate, and unify communities to improve nutrition 
and food access and increase local food production in urban areas,” said Carlos Suarez, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service State Conservationist in California. 

Planning Projects Planning projects initiate or expand efforts of farmers, gardeners, citizens, 
government officials, schools and other stakeholders in urban areas and suburbs. Projects may 
target areas of food access, education, business and start-up costs for new farmers, urban 
agroforestry or food forests, and development of policies related to zoning and other needs of urban 
production. 

This is the second year USDA offered this grant opportunity. An example of previous planning 
projects include: 

• California’s Center for Land-Based Learning is producing a comprehensive urban 
agriculture assessment of West Sacramento, mapping and documenting current activities, 
identifying opportunities for growth, and making recommendations to bolster the layers of 
positive impact urban agriculture has on communities. 

Implementation Projects Implementation projects that accelerate existing and emerging models of 
urban, indoor and other agricultural practices that serve multiple farmers. Projects will improve local 
food access and collaborate with partner organizations and may support infrastructure needs, 
emerging technologies, educational endeavors and urban farming policy implementation. Examples 
of previous implementation projects include: 

• Arkansas Interfaith Power and Light is improving access to local food by helping a 
network of urban gardeners and farmers build infrastructure and become self-sustainable. 
The organization is educating the community on the environmental benefits of local food 
and the nutritional value of plant-rich diets, mentoring youth in urban agricultural 
occupations and engaging more people in local, organic food production. 

• Atlanta’s The Greenleaf Foundation is using the Greenleaf Community Farm as a hub for 
connecting and supporting entrepreneurial food projects and closing the food system gap in 
Council District 5. The project includes a community farm, a payflex farm stand and a 
community gathering space to connect and educate residents. It will also expand the Edible 
Neighborhoods program to provide equitable access to fresh produce, educate residents on 
edible landscaping and serve as an entry point into the food system. 

Webinar A pre-recorded webinar will provide an overview of the grants’ purpose, project types, 
eligibility and basic requirements for submitting an application. The webinar will be posted 
at farmers.gov/urban.    

More Information The Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production was established 
through the 2018 Farm Bill, and, through these grant opportunities, it offers opportunities for 
engagements as well as cooperative agreements. It includes representatives from many USDA 
agencies, including the Farm Service Agency and the Agricultural Marketing Service, and is led by 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service. More information is available 
at farmers.gov/urban.       

Additional resources that may be of interest to urban agriculture entities include AMS grants to 
improve domestic and international opportunities for U.S. growers and producers and FSA loans. 
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California Agricultural Mediation Program (CALAMP) helps 
farmers and ranchers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in California has partnered with the California Agriculture 
Mediation Program to provide free mediation services. Mediation can be an effective tool for farmers 
and ranchers who are experiencing challenges with their farm loans, creditors, neighbors, leases, or 
USDA agencies,. 

Mediation is free to any producer for debt/credit issues, family farm transitions, leases, neighbor 
disputes, organic certification, adverse USDA decisions, and more. If your issue is not included in our 
authorized list of covered topics, we’ll work with you to find an affordable option. 

Discussions and notes made during mediation cannot be shared unless everyone agrees to do so. 
Keeping information private helps create a safe space for difficult conversations. If you come to an 
agreement or plan, the parties may then decide to share it outside of the meeting. 

Mediators are trained to help people talk to each other in a productive way. The mediator does not 
take a “side” in the conversation, but instead is there to support the conversation and move itforward 
to address the issue at hand. All of our mediators have agricultural backgrounds, so they understand 
the issues that are unique to the industry. 

The mediator leads a discussion about reaching an agreement or plan. Should the parties reach an 
agreement, the mediator will draft a settlement document, which is a binding contract. But the 
parties, not the mediator, decide the outcome and course of action. 

Statistically, 75 percent of mediations result in an agreement. Sometimes even if a final agreement 
is not reached, everyone gains a better understanding of the issue. Mediation can go hand-in-hand 
with other processes such as working with an estate planner or applying for a farm loan. Mediation 
can reopen lines of communication and help the participants continue productive conversations 
outside the meeting. 

For more information, submit a request for mediation at www.calamp.org 

Or contact: 

Matt Strassberg (Director) at 916-330-4500 x101 or matts@emcenter.org 

Mary Campbell (S. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or maryc@emcenter.org 

Jenna Muller (N. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or jennam@emcenter.org 

 
Free Farm Manager Apprentice Training 
Farmers, are you searching for your future manager or supervisor? Whether you have a current 
employee who could use some additional training, or are seeking to hire a new team member, The 
Beginning Farm and Ranch Management Apprenticeship provides a structured pathway for aspiring 
farm managers to develop the knowledge and skills they need to be successful on your farm. The 
Center for Land-Based Learning covers all tuition for coursework and provides support for farmers 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calamp.org%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1955fc75d8c64646079508d9220c6efc%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637578259065887537%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=vv3NRI0mQ39xCHBLIAPi%2FpuYbYxGDEGcmbVlruP2mAk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:matts@emcenter.org
mailto:maryc@emcenter.org
mailto:jennam@emcenter.org


and apprentices. To learn more about training an apprentice, visit 
https://landbasedlearning.org/apprentice-farmer-mentor. 

 
USDA Offers Drought Impacted California Farmers and 
Ranchers Immediate Disaster Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to 
assist you in your recovery efforts following drought. Available programs and loans include: 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting 
occur due to natural disasters including qualifying drought (includes native grass for 
grazing). 

• Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) – provides compensation to eligible livestock 
producers who suffered grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately 
owned or cash leased land 

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock 
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Drought is not an 
eligible adverse weather event, except when associated with anthrax, a condition that 
occurs because of drought and directly results in the death of eligible livestock. 

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery 
tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disasters including 
excessive wind and qualifying drought. 

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, 
adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster 
programs. 

• Emergency Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Haying and Grazing- Haying and 
Grazing of CRP acres provides relief to livestock producers in areas affected by drought or 
similar natural disaster. 

• Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP)- Helps the owners of non-industrial 
private forests restore forest health damaged by natural disasters, including drought. 

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture operations located in 
a county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest 
loans help producers recover from production and physical losses. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and 
ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters and to implement 
emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe drought. 

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, you must report prevented planting and failed acres 
(crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-576, Notice of 
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk 
Management Agency (RMA). 

For more information on these programs, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flandbasedlearning.org%2Fapprentice-farmer-mentor%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1955fc75d8c64646079508d9220c6efc%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637578259065887537%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=8csAqk03MehwrrIQXFeRf5LX7mi8jaQT47vOxCyavc4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flandbasedlearning.org%2Fapprentice-farmer-mentor%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1955fc75d8c64646079508d9220c6efc%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637578259065887537%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=8csAqk03MehwrrIQXFeRf5LX7mi8jaQT47vOxCyavc4%3D&reserved=0
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ELAP Covers Losses from Additional Cost of Transporting 
Water to Livestock  
If you’ve incurred additional operating costs for transporting water to livestock due to an eligible 
drought, assistance may be available to you through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

An eligible drought means that part or all of your county is designated D3 (extreme drought) or 
higher as indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

Eligible livestock must be adult or non-adult dairy cattle, beef cattle, buffalo and beefalo, as well as 
alpacas, deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, reindeer, or sheep. Additionally, the livestock must 
have been owned 60 calendar days prior to the beginning of the drought and be physically located 
in the county designated as a disaster area due to drought. Adequate livestock watering systems or 
facilities must have existed before the drought occurred and producers are only eligible if they do 
not normally transport water to the livestock. 

Livestock that were or would have been in a feedlot are not eligible for transporting water. ELAP 
covers the additional cost of transporting water and does not cover the cost of the water itself. 

You must file a notice of loss on form CCC-851 the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is 
apparent to you or by Jan. 31, 2022.  Additionally, the deadline to submit an application for payment 
for 2020 ELAP assistance is Jan. 31, 2022. 

You’ll have to provide documentation to FSA that shows the method used to transport the water, the 
number of gallons of water transported and the number of eligible livestock to which water was 
transported. 

To make an appointment to sign up for ELAP and to learn more about eligibility, application and 
documentation requirements, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Sign-up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP)  
If you’re an orchardist or nursery tree grower who experienced losses from natural disasters during 
calendar year 2021, you must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster 
event or the date when the loss is apparent. 

TAP provides financial assistance to help you replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines 
damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible. 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The 
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, 
eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were 
planted. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.drought.gov%2Fstates%2Fcalifornia%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1955fc75d8c64646079508d9220c6efc%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637578259065897493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=OhLgEo6xL2jcGC007cpDPzHf7%2FIXF0%2B2vUkdefxla%2Bk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1955fc75d8c64646079508d9220c6efc%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637578259065897493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=uL2iUUO38vDKZnk5B%2B6%2BgSnywSjdZLaX1sTwIbJwEiA%3D&reserved=0


If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which you can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres 
annually. 

  
 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect 
against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, 
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought 
(includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of loss the 
earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of 
the final harvest date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of 
when a loss becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 
industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 

fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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