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One-Time PLC Yield Updates – Deadline 
September 30 
Farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC yields of 
covered commodities on the farm, regardless of Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)program election. 

The deadline to request a PLC yield update is September 30, 2020. 

The updated yield will be equal to 90 percent of the average yield 
per planted acre in crop years 2013-2017 (excluding any year 
where the applicable covered commodity was not planted), subject 
to the ratio obtained by dividing the 2008-2012 average national 
yield by the 2013-2017 average national yield for the covered 
commodity. If the reported yield in any year is less than 75 percent 
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of the 2013-2017 average county yield, then the yield will be 
substituted with 75 percent of the county average yield. 

For more information, reference resources and decision tools, visit 
farmers.gov/arc-plc. Contact your local Farm Service Agency Office 
for assistance – farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 
AskFSA to Transition to Ask USDA on 
September 21 
AskFSA, the tool for FSA customers to ask questions about FSA 
programs and services, will transition to Ask USDA on September 
21. This is part of USDA’s ongoing effort to improve and streamline 
customer service. 
Ask USDA, available at https://ask.usda.gov is similar to AskFSA, 
but provides information for all USDA programs. 

Moving to Ask USDA will allow all USDA customers to search for 
and read answers about FSA programs and services in the same 
location as they read about other USDA programs and services. 

Customers will still be able to submit questions if they need more 
information. 

In addition to email, Ask USDA offers the ability to ask questions 
through phone or online chat. This improved customer service 
approach further builds on Secretary Sonny Perdue’s OneUSDA 
vison and provides the customer a one-stop shopping experience 
that covers all of USDA’s many programs. 

 

 
2021 NAP Application Closing Dates 
The USDA California Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages you to review available USDA crop 
risk protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage, before the crop deadline. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available. 

NAP 2021 Application Closing Dates 

The following crops NAP application deadline of [October 1]:  
Fall planted Garlic, Fall planted Onions and Strawberries. 
Perennial Tree Crops 
Examples: Almonds, Apricots, Cane berries, Cherries, Grapes, Kiwi, Mint, Nectarines, Olives, 
Peaches, Pears, Persimmons, Pistachios, Plums, Pomegranates, Walnuts, Blueberries. 
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The following crops NAP application deadline of [December 1]:  
Honey 
All other crops with an intended use of forage or grazing. 

The following crops NAP application deadline of [December 15]: 
Asparagus  
Artichokes 
Perennial Herbs 

You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA 
website. 

 
NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent 
increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed 
directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent 
of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected 
production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop 
losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production. 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per 
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  
Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level 
coverage. 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator. You can 
use the USDA Cost Estimator to predict insurance premium costs. 

For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, contact your local USDA Service 
Center farmers.gov/service-center-locator or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Offers Disaster Assistance to California Farmers and 
Livestock Producers Impacted by Wildfires 
California agricultural operations have been significantly impacted by the wildfires, and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) has technical and financial assistance available to help farmers 
and livestock producers recover. As agricultural producers move into recovery mode and assess 
damages, they should contact their local USDA Service Center to report losses and learn more 
about program options available to assist in their recovery from crop, land, infrastructure and 
livestock losses and damages. 

USDA encourages farmers and livestock producers to contact the FSA county office at the local 
USDA Service Center to learn which documents should be provided to help the local office expedite 
assistance, such as farm records, receipts and pictures of damages or losses. 

Depending on the operation, FSA offers a number of disaster assistance programs to help offset 
eligible losses, including the Livestock Indemnity Program, Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program, Emergency Conservation Program, Emergency Forest 
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Restoration Program, Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and Tree Assistance 
Program. 

Additionally, producers located in counties with a primary or contiguous disaster designation may be 
eligible for low-interest emergency loans to help them recover from production and physical losses. 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) also offers programs to help in the 
recovery process. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)’s Catastrophic Fire 
Recovery practice provides resource protection for areas burned by catastrophic fires. Benefits 
include preventing soil erosion protection, minimizing spread of noxious and invasive plants, 
protecting water quality and restoring livestock infrastructure necessary for grazing management. 

Producers with Federal crop insurance coverage should contact their crop insurance agent for 
assistance. Producers should report crop damage to their agent within 72 hours of damage 
discovery and follow up in writing within 15 days. 

Assistance for Communities 

Additional NRCS programs include the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program, which 
provides assistance to local government sponsors with the cost of addressing watershed 
impairments or hazards such as debris removal and streambank stabilization. Eligible sponsors 
include cities, counties, towns, conservation districts or any federally recognized Native American 
tribe or tribal organization. When a watershed impairment occurs due to a natural disaster event, 
the district conservationist serves as the local facilitator for EWP activities. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) is the lead federal agency for Presidentially declared natural 
disasters. All NRCS emergency work is coordinated with FEMA or its designee. Sponsors must 
submit a formal request (via mail or email) to the state conservationist for assistance within 60 days 
of the natural disaster occurrence or 60 days from the date when access to the sites become 
available. For more information, please contact Greg Norris, EWP program manager, at 
greg.norris@usda.gov or (530) 792-5609. 

In addition to EWP, Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) is another valuable service that 
NRCS can provide following a wildfire. NRCS technical assistance can help fire victims with 
planning cost-effective post fire restoration practices. 

More Information 

Producers and landowners can use the online Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, answering five 
questions to identify USDA programs that will help meet disaster recovery needs. 

For more information on all USDA disaster assistance programs, visit farmers.gov/recover, or 
contact your local USDA Service Center, which can be found at farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 
For assistance with a crop insurance claim, please contact your crop insurance agent. 

 
USDA Supports U.S. Seafood Industry Impacted by 
Retaliatory Tariffs 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced last week that the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) will provide approximately $530 million to support the U.S. seafood industry and 
fishermen impacted by retaliatory tariffs from foreign governments. The funding will be provided 
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through the Seafood Trade Relief Program and funded through the Commodity Credit Corporation 
(CCC), administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

“Many nations have not played by the rules for a long time, and President Trump is the first 
President to stand up to them and send a clear message that the United States will no longer 
tolerate unfair trade practices,” said Secretary Perdue. “The Seafood Trade Relief Program ensures 
fishermen and other U.S. producers will not stand alone in facing unjustified retaliatory tariffs while 
President Trump continues working to solidify better and stronger trade deals around the globe.” 

Background: 
The Seafood Trade Relief Program funding will support the following seafood types: 
• Atka mackerel 
• Crab (Dungeness, King, Snow, Southern Tanner) 
• Flounder 
• Geoduck 
• Goosefish 
• Herrings 
• Lobster 
• Pacific Cod 
• Pacific Ocean Perch 
• Pollock 
• Sablefish 
• Salmon 
• Sole 
• Squid 
• Tuna 
• Turbot 

Fishermen can sign-up for relief through the program from September 14, 2020 to December 14, 
2020. Fishermen should apply through their local USDA Service Center. To find your local Service 
Center, visit www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator. The application can be found at 
www.farmers.gov/seafood. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct 
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business 
with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency should call 
ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-
screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social 
distancing guidelines. Visitors are also required to wear a face covering during their appointment. 

Our program delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in the 
office, by phone and using online tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 
Pilot Grazing Study 
In late July, California FSA announced that the agency is undertaking a pilot study to explore the 
possibilities of using annual forage samples to determine potential loss levels to native grazing 
grass. While other agencies have done/ are doing other projects, this project is not in connection 
with any other agency and is solely that of the FSA. 

The samples will be a 4’ x 4’ panel and T post design and will not hinder or lessen the ability to 
graze as normal. FSA extends a big thank you to those producers who have previously expressed 
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interest in their land participating in the program. This month, certified FSA Loss Adjusters will be 
reaching out to interested producers for preliminary discussions. We are still looking for interested 
producers in the following counties: Trinity, Siskiyou, Modoc, Lassen, Plumas, Sierra, Butte, Napa, 
Marin, Sonoma, Sutter, El Dorado, Mariposa, Tulare, Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Riverside and 
Orange. 

If you are interested in participating in this project, please send an email with your name, county and 
contact information with “Grazing Participation” as the subject line to sandra.becker@usda.gov.  

 
California Agricultural Mediation Program (CALAMP) helps 
farmers and ranchers 
Did you know there is a free resource for California producers that is funded by a Farm Service 
Agency grant? The California Agricultural Mediation Program (CALAMP) helps farmers and 
ranchers who are experiencing challenges with farm loans, creditors, neighbors, leases, USDA 
agencies, and more. 

Mediation is free to any producer for debt/credit issues, family farm transitions, leases, neighbor 
disputes, organic certification, adverse USDA decisions, succession planning, and more. If your 
issue is not included in our authorized list of covered topics, we’ll work with you to find an affordable 
option. 

Discussions and notes made during mediation cannot be shared unless everyone agrees to do so. 
Keeping information private helps create a safe space for difficult conversations. If you come to an 
agreement or plan, the parties may then decide to share it outside of the meeting. 

Mediators are trained to help people talk to each other in a productive way. The mediator does not 
take a “side” in the conversation, but instead is there to support the conversation and move it 
forward to address the issue at hand. All of our mediators have agricultural backgrounds, so they 
understand the issues that are unique to the industry. 

The mediator leads a discussion about reaching an agreement or plan. Should the parties reach an 
agreement, the mediator will draft a settlement document, which is a binding contract. But the 
parties, not the mediator, decide the outcome and course of action. 

Statistically, 75 percent of mediations result in an agreement. Sometimes even if a final agreement 
is not reached, everyone gains a better understanding of the issue. Mediation can go hand-in-hand 
with other processes such as working with an estate planner or applying for a farm loan. Mediation 
can reopen lines of communication and help the participants continue productive conversations 
outside the meeting. 

For more information, submit a request for mediation at www.calamp.org 

Or contact: 

Matt Strassberg (Director) at 916-330-4500 x101 or matts@emcenter.org 

Mary Campbell (S. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or maryc@emcenter.org 
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Jenna Muller (N. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or jennam@emcenter.org 

 
Every Season is #scamseason 
Remember to discuss your USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) account information only with people 
you recognize and trust. 

If you have questions about your FSA accounts, including your farm loans, contact your Local 
County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Maintaining Good Credit History 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans require applicants to have a satisfactory credit history. A credit 
report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed to verify 
outstanding debts, see if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow. 

Information on your credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in conducting FSA 
business. 

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will 
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is 
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies. 

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score: 

• Make sure to pay bills on time 
o Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an effective way to 

remember payment due dates. 
• Pay down existing debt 
• Keep your credit card balances low 
• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts 

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a 
loan after improving or correcting your credit report. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local county USDA Service Center 
or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and 
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators 
Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit 

Producers can apply for a streamlined version of USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for 
smaller scale farms and urban producers EZ Guarantee Loans use a simplified application process 
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to help beginning, small, underserved, and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to 
$100,000 from USDA-approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations. 

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering 
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial 
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000 
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit 
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help 
with agricultural operation costs. 

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating 
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can 
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent. 

For more information about the available types of FSA farm loans, contact your local county USDA 
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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