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USDA Begins 49th Enrollment 
Period for the Conservation 
Reserve Program 
December 2015 Marks 30th Anniversary for the Nation’s 
Most Successful Voluntary Conservation Program  

Farmers and ranchers are reminded that the next general 
enrollment period for the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) began Dec. 1, 2015, and ends on Feb. 26, 2016. 
December 2015 also marks the 30th anniversary of CRP, a 
federally funded program that assists agricultural producers 
with the cost of restoring, enhancing and protecting certain 
grasses, shrubs and trees to improve water quality, prevent 
soil erosion and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. 

As of September 2015, 24.2 million acres were enrolled in 
CRP. CRP also is protecting more than 170,000 stream 
miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, enough to go 
around the world 7 times. For an interactive tour of CRP 
success stories from across the U.S., visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30, or follow on Twitter at 
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#CRPis30. 

Participants in CRP establish long-term, resource-
conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or 
trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve 
water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally 
productive agricultural lands. In return, FSA provides 
participants with rental payments and cost-share 
assistance. At times when commodity prices are low, 
enrolling sensitive lands in CRP can be especially attractive 
to farmers and ranchers, as it softens the economic 
hardship for landowners at the same time that it provides 
ecological benefits. Contract duration is between 10 and 15 
years. The long-term goal of the program is to re-establish 
native plant species on marginal agricultural lands for the 
primary purpose of preventing soil erosion and improving 
water quality and related benefits of reducing loss of wildlife 
habitat. 

Contracts on 1.64 million acres of CRP are set to expire on 
Sept. 30, 2016. Producers with expiring contracts or 
producers with environmentally sensitive land are 
encouraged to evaluate their options under CRP. 

Since it was established on Dec. 23, 1985, CRP has:  

Prevented more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, 
enough soil to fill 600 million dump trucks;Reduced 
nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled 
cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively;Sequestered 
an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, 
equal to taking 9 million cars off the road. Since 1996, CRP 
has created nearly 2.7 million acres of restored wetlands. 

For more information FSA conservation programs, visit a 
local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. To find 
your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

 
 

Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA 
defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years. 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm. 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program 

sponsored by FSA. 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA 
Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 
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USDA to Provide Agricultural Credit Training, Expand 
Opportunities for Farmer Veterans and Beginning Farmers 
USDA announced a partnership with the Farmer Veteran Coalition (FVC) to conduct agricultural credit 
training sessions in the Midwest for military veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers. These workshops 
will provide individuals interested in farming as a career, including military veterans, with methods to improve 
business planning and financial skills, and improve understanding of the risk management tools that can help 
small farm operations. 

Other partners include Niman Ranch a community network of more than 700 independent family farmers and 
ranchers, and the Farm Credit Council and the Farm Credit System, which provides loans, leases and 
financial services to farmers, ranchers and rural businesses across the United States. The workshops will 
also include assistance with credit applications and introductions to local or regional food markets. 

To learn more about veterans in agriculture, visit www.usda.gov/veterans. Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans 
or your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to learn more about FSA's farm loan programs. To find your 
local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.  More information also is available from the Farmer Veteran 
Coalition at www.farmvetco.org. 

  

 

Producers are Reminded to Complete NASS Crop Surveys  
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Field Offices are currently completing 2015 small grain 
yield surveys and will contact growers in December to complete row crop yield surveys.  If you are one of the 
producers contacted to complete a 2015 yield survey, we encourage your participation and cooperation as 
many USDA agencies including the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) use 
the NASS yield data for their programs.   

FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm credit, conservation, disaster programs, loan and commodity 
programs. Under the 2014 Farm Bill, FSA uses the NASS county yield data to calculate Agriculture Risk 
Coverage – County (ARC-CO) benchmark revenues and current year county revenues. For example, the 
2014 NASS county yield, along with the crop’s marketing year average price (MYA), are used to determine 
the county’s current year revenue to determine if the county will trigger an ARC-CO payment. An ARC-CO 
payment is triggered for a county when the current year revenue falls below the guarantee revenue for the 
crop and crop year. In cases where NASS county yield data is not available, the FSA State Committee must 
determine a county yield using RMA yield data or the best available yield data, including assigning a county 
yield using neighboring county yields from NASS or RMA.   

Any information that producers provide to NASS is kept confidential and protected by federal law. NASS 
publishes only aggregate-level data, ensuring that no individual operation or producer can be identified. All 
reports will be available at www.nass.usda.gov.   

Farmers to receive Documentation of USDA Services  
Local Offices Issue Receipts for Services Provided 
 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to customers who 
request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs. 

As part of FSA’s mission to provide enhanced customer service, producers who visit FSA will receive 
documentation of services requested and provided. From December through June, FSA issued more than 
327,000 electronic receipts. 

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance requested from 
FSA, the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development (RD). Receipts include 
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the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program and/or loan assistance provided to 
an individual or entity.  

In some cases, a form or document – such as a completed and signed program enrollment form –serve as 
the customer receipt instead of a printed or electronic receipt. A service is any information, program or loan 
assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax or letter.  

To learn more about FSA, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact this office at 509-397-4301. 

 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.  
While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding 
for members of targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or 
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her 
individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain 
the needed credit elsewhere. 

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit 
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers  
Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced that producers who 
apply for FSA farm loans also will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster loss protections created 
by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The new coverage, available from the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-insurable crops, so this is especially important to 
fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty crop growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for basic loss 
coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium. 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent 
of production.  Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, forage, grazing and 
energy crops.  FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 
90 days after the normal application closing date when they also apply for FSA credit. 

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible for a 50 
percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 percent of expected 
production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may work with FSA to protect value-
added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their fair market value in those markets.  
Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted coverage are American Indians or Alaskan 
Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and 
women. 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and microloans that 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


have a streamlined application process.  

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved farmer, to be 
eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at 
https://offices.usda.gov. 

Filing a Notice of Loss 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed 
by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including 
grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you 
must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the 
disaster or when losses become apparent.  

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County 
Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided 
by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by any method other than 
by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar 
days. 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the 
final planting date for the crop.  

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)  
Producers in California Counties are eligible to apply for 2015 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
benefits on native pasture. 

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for covered livestock 
due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.  

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on 
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.   

Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later 
than January 30, 2016 for 2015 losses.  

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, is available at your local FSA 
office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.  

Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address or zip 
code or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. Changes in your 
farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. 
Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their farming 
operation to the County Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.   

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 
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Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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