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Emergency Disaster 
Declarations and Designations 
Farmers and ranchers know all too well that 
natural disasters can be a common, and likely a 
costly, variable to their operation. The California 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency 
assistance programs to provide assistance when 
disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a 
disaster designation may be the eligibility trigger. 
When natural disaster occurs, there is a process 
for requesting a USDA Secretarial disaster 
designation for a county. Agricultural producers 
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Please contact your local 
FSA Office for questions 
specific to your operation 
or county.  

can play a vital role in this process. 

If you have experienced a production loss as a 
result of a natural disaster you may submit a 
request to your local FSA county office for your 
county to be evaluated for a Secretarial disaster 
designation. Once a request is received, the 
county office will collect disaster data and create a 
Loss Assessment Report. The County Emergency 
Board will review the Loss Assessment Report and 
determine if a recommendation is sent forward to 
the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture for the 
designation. 

For more information on FSA disaster programs 
and disaster designations, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

 

USDA Reminds Individuals and Small Businesses in 
California that USDA Offers Disaster Assistance Programs to 
Help 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds farmers and ranchers, families and small 
businesses that could potentially be affected by the recent storms that USDA has several programs 
that provide assistance before, during and after disasters.  USDA staff in the regional, state and 
county offices in California are ready to help.     

The Presidential Disaster Declaration in California is for severe winter storms, flooding and 
mudslides for incident period Jan. 3–12, 2017.  The Hoopa Valley Reservation Declaration is for 
severe winter storms only for the incident period Jan. 3-5, 2017.  The application deadlines for all of 
these declarations is Oct. 16, 2017.  

USDA encourages residents and small businesses in the potential impact zones to contact the 
following offices to meet their individual needs:   

Crop and Livestock Loss 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers many safety-net programs to help producers 
recover from eligible losses, including the Livestock Indemnity Program, the Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program, Emergency Forest Restoration Program 
(EFRP) and the Tree Assistance Program.  The FSA Emergency Conservation Program provides 
funding and technical assistance for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by 
natural disasters. Producers located in counties that received a primary or contiguous disaster 
designation are eligible for low-interest emergency loans to help them recover from production and 
physical losses. Compensation also is available to producers who purchased coverage through the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which protects non-insurable crops against natural 
disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses or prevented planting.  USDA encourages farmers 
and ranchers to contact their local FSA office to learn what documents can help the local office 
expedite assistance, such as farm records, receipts and pictures of damages or losses.   

Producers should use form FSA-576, Notice of Loss, to report prevented planting and failed acres in 
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order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility. Prevented planting acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA Risk 
Management Agency (RMA). Producers must file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops 
including grasses in a timely fashion, often within 15 days of the occurrence or when the losses 
become apparent. Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss within 72 
hours of when the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent.  

Producers with coverage through the RMA administered federal crop insurance program should 
contact their crop insurance agent. Those who purchased crop insurance will be paid for covered 
losses.  Producers should report crop damage within 72 hours of damage discovery and follow up in 
writing within 15 days. 

Property and Shelter   

When floods destroy or severely damage residential property, USDA Rural Development can assist 
with providing priority hardship application processing for single family housing.  Under a disaster 
designation, USDA Rural Development can issue a priority letter for next available multi-family 
housing units.  While these programs do not normally have disaster assistance authority, many of 
USDA Rural Development programs can help provide financial relief to small businesses hit by 
natural disasters, including low-interest loans to community facilities, water environmental 
programs, businesses and cooperatives and to rural utilities. More information can be found on the 
Rural Development website or by contacting the State Offices.    

Food Safety and Food Assistance  

Severe weather forecasts often present the possibility of power outages that could compromise the 
safety of stored food.  The USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) recommends that 
consumers take the necessary steps before, during, and after a power outage to reduce food waste 
and minimize the risk of foodborne illness.  FSIS offers tips for keeping frozen and refrigerated food 
safe and a brochure that can be downloaded and printed for reference at home.  If you have 
questions about the safety of food in your home, call the USDA Meat and Poultry Hotline at 1-888-
MPHotline (1-888-674-6854) on weekdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. ET or visit AskKaren.gov to chat 
live with a food safety specialist, available in English and Spanish.   

Owners of meat and poultry producing businesses who have questions or concerns may contact the 
FSIS Small Plant Help Desk by phone at 1-877-FSIS-HELP (1-877-374-7435), by email at 
infosource@fsis.usda.gov, or 24/7 online at 
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/regulatory-compliance/svsp/sphelpdesk.  

The USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) coordinates with state, local and voluntary 
organizations to provide food for shelters and other mass feeding sites.  Under certain 
circumstances, states also may request to operate a disaster household distribution program to 
distribute USDA Foods directly to households in need.  In addition, FNS may approve a state’s 
request to implement a Disaster Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) when the 
President declares a major disaster for individual assistance under the Stafford Act in areas affected 
by a disaster.  State agencies may also request a number of disaster-related SNAP waivers to help 
provide temporary assistance to impacted households already receiving SNAP benefits at the time 
of the disaster.   Resources for disaster feeding partners as well as available FNS disaster nutrition 
assistance can be found on the FNS Disaster Assistance website. 

Community Recovery Resources 

For declared natural disasters that lead to imminent threats to life and property, the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) can assist local government sponsors with the cost of 
implementing recovery efforts like debris removal and streambank stabilization to address natural 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/services/rural-development-disaster-assistance
http://www.rd.usda.gov/contact-us/state-offices
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/home
https://www.flickr.com/photos/40986460@N02/22387867688/in/album-72157646312506036/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vGAZ64T0uE
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/wcm/connect/f0c8da84-9a44-4285-9893-8caefa9a23b4/Severe_Storms_and_Hurricanes_Guide.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/informational/askkaren
mailto:infosource@fsis.usda.gov
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/regulatory-compliance/svsp/sphelpdesk
http://www.fns.usda.gov/disaster


resource concerns and hazards through the Emergency Watershed Protection Program.  NRCS 
staff is coordinating with state partners to complete damage assessments in preparation for sponsor 
assistance requests.  NRCS also can help producers with damaged agricultural lands caused by 
natural disasters such as floods. The NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
provides financial assistance to repair and prevent excessive soil erosion that can result from high 
rainfall events and flooding. Conservation practices supported through EQIP protect the land and 
aid in recovery, can build the natural resource base, and might help mitigate loss in future events.  

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture provides support for disaster education through the 
Extension Disaster Education Network (EDEN).  EDEN is a collaborative multi-state effort with land-
grant universities and Cooperative Extension Services across the country, using research-based 
education and resources to improve the delivery of services to citizens affected by disasters.  
EDEN’s goal is to improve the nation’s ability to mitigate, prepare for, prevent, respond to and 
recover from disasters. , EDEN equips county-based Extension educators to share research-based 
resources in local disaster management and recovery efforts.  The EDEN website offers a 
searchable database of Extension professionals, resources, member universities and disaster 
agency websites, education materials to help people deal with a wide range of hazards, and food 
and agricultural defense educational resources. 

For complete details and eligibility requirements regarding USDA’s disaster assistance programs, 
contact a local USDA Service Center (http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app).  More 
information about USDA disaster assistance (http://www.usda.gov/documents/fact-sheet-usda-
programs-assist-individuals-small-businesses.pdf) as well as other disaster resources is available 
on the USDA Disaster Resource Center website.  In a continuing effort to better serve the public, 
USDA has developed a new and improved central resource for disaster related materials. In 
partnership with the Federal Emergency Management Agency and other disaster-focused 
organizations, USDA created a Disaster Resource Center 
(http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=disaster-help) website, utilizing a new 
online searchable knowledgebase.  This knowledgebase is a collection of disaster-related resources 
that are powered by agents with subject-matter expertise. The Disaster Resource Center website 
and web tool now provide an easy access point to find USDA disaster information and assistance. 

 

Organic Producers and Handlers May Apply for Certification 
Cost Share Reimbursements; Expanded Eligibility for 
Transition and State Certification Cost 
Starting March 20, 2017, organic producers and handlers will be able to visit over 2,100 USDA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices to apply for federal reimbursement to assist with the cost of 
receiving and maintaining organic or transitional certification. 

USDA reimburses organic producers up to 75 percent of the cost of organic certification, but only 
about half of the nation’s organic operations currently participate in the program. Starting March 20, 
USDA will provide a uniform, streamlined process for organic producers and handlers to apply for 
organic cost share assistance either by mail or in person. 

USDA is making changes to increase participation in the National Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program (NOCCSP) and the Agricultural Management Assistance Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program, and at the same time provide more opportunities for organic producers to access other 
USDA programs, such as disaster protection and loans for farms, facilities and marketing. 
Producers can also access information on nonfederal agricultural resources, and get referrals to 
local experts, including organic agriculture, through USDA’s Bridges to Opportunity service at the 
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local FSA office. 

Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic or transitional 
certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Application fees, inspection costs, fees 
related to equivalency agreement/ arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user 
fees, sales assessments and postage are all eligible for a cost share reimbursement from USDA. 

Once certified, producers and handlers are eligible to receive reimbursement for up to 75 percent of 
certification costs each year up to a maximum of $750 per certification scope—crops, livestock, wild 
crops and handling. This announcement also adds transitional certification and state organic 
program fees as additional scopes. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or 
contact a local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan 
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.   

PAD payments are pre authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting 
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 
financial institution.   

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make 
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can 
only be established for future payments.  

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This 
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development 
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search 
for “Form 3550-28.”   

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial 
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 
DCFO.  

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written 
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment 
rejections within a three month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. 
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized 
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.  

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov 

 

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and 
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Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators 
Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of 
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The 
program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning, 
small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.  

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering 
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial 
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000 
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit 
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help 
with agricultural operation costs. 

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating 
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can 
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent. 

 More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.  

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.  
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Farm Loan Graduation Reminder  
FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that is available to producers who do 
not meet normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.    

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to 
graduate to commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where 
they can refinance their debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and 
partially or fully pay off their FSA debt.    

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current 
balance sheet, actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days 
to return the required financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s 
potential for refinancing to commercial credit.    

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, 
balance sheet and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when 
loan information is sent to local lenders.      

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter 
with a list of lenders that are interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the 
lenders and complete an application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.   

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies 
the reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.    

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the 
borrower of noncompliance, FSA’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights.  

 

Guaranteed Loan Program 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss 
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and 
operating purposes.    

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.   

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, 
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.   

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 
years.   

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.  

 



USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection 
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.  

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. The 2014 
Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited 
resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted 
premiums for additional levels of protection."  

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.  

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.aspx.  

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that 
exceed 50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their 
expected production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics 
and crops marketed directly to consumers.  

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service 
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.    

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

 

Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and 
service direct loans.   

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate.   

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.   

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a 
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and 
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the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and 
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

 Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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