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Reporting Solar Panels Constructed on
Cropland

344 Merrow Road, Suite B
Tolland, CT 06084

Producers who have solar panels constructed on their farms should
notify the local Farm Service Agency office. Any area that is no
longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial
photography maps.

Phone: 860-871-4090
Fax: 855-934-2463
www.farmers.gov
State Executive Director:
Clark Chapin

When base acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural
commercial or industrial use, the total base acres on the farm must
be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for solar panels
might impact payments calculated using base acres, such as
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments.
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Reminder to FSA Direct and Guaranteed
Borrowers with Real Estate Security
Farm Service Agency would like to remind farm loan borrowers who
have pledged real estate as security for their loans, of key items for
maintaining loan collateral. It is required that borrowers must obtain
prior consent, or approval, by either FSA, for direct loans, or by a
guaranteed lender, for any transaction affecting real estate security.
Examples of these transactions include, but are not limited to:
•
•

Leases of any kind; Easements of any kind;
Subordinations; Partial releases, and Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements set forth in the loan
agreement, promissory note, and other security instruments could
lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current
and future loans.
It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with
their FSA loan staff or guaranteed lender when it comes to changes
in their operation. For more information on borrower
responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

Julie Kolodji,
Farm Loan Chief

Due Dates, Meetings & Events
See the Connecticut farmers featured #FridaysOnTheFarm.
•
•
•
•

April 16 - 10 to 12, Farm Storage Facility Loan and Farm Loan Information Session,
Norwich USDA Service Center, 138 West Town Street, Norwich, CT, 860-887-9941
April 22 - Deadline for NRCS Agriculture Conservation Easement Program (ACEP
April 27, 9 to 4, 110th Connecticut Sheep, Wool & Fiber Festival, Tolland Agriculture
Center, Tolland, CT
May 24 - Deadline for one-time opportunity to obtain buy-up coverage for 2019 or 2020
eligible crops for which the NAP application closing date has passed:

FSA Temporary Positions Available
The United States Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency has 90-day temporary Program
Technician positions available in three of its county offices.
The selected individual will be responsible for carrying out clerical support for FSA programs
including annual crop reporting and Farm Bill program sign-up. Must be reliable, professional, and

enjoy working with the public. Salary starts at $16.20/hour and up depending on education and
experience. Individuals must be at least a high school graduate and a United States citizen to apply.
Applications for each of these three positions is due by April 19, 2019.
If you are interested, please contact the County Executive Director in the office where you would
like to apply to obtain an Application for Employment. Positions are part time or /full time depending
on the office.
Hartford/Tolland FSA Office - 100 Northfield Drive, 4th Floor, Windsor, CT; Call 860-902-5359
Martha Dorsey, County Executive Director, Martha.dorsey@ct.usda.gov
New Haven/Middlesex FSA Office - 97 Barnes Road, Wallingford, CT; Call 860-303-5528
Teresa Peavey, County Executive Director, Teresa.peavey@ct.usda.gov
New London FSA Office - 238 West Town Street, Norwich, CT, Call 860-319-8070
Sarah Kubik, County Executive Director, Sarah.kubik@ct.usda.gov
The Farm Service Agency is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Candidates will be considered without discrimination for any non-merit reason such as race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or
family status or membership or non-membership in any employee organization. The agency
provides reasonable accommodations to applicants.

Changing Bank Accounts
FSA program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. To make timely payments,
you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your account or if your bank information is
changed for whatever reason (such as your financial institution merging or being purchased).
Payments can be delayed if FSA is not notified of changes to account and bank routing numbers.
For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. If the bank account was closed
due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an entity or partnership before the payment was
issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as possible to claim your payment.

Reporting Organic Crops
Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic. When
certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

name of certified individuals
address
telephone number
effective date of certification
certificate number
list of commodities certified
name and address of certifying agent
a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer
zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.
For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office,
visit http://offices.usda.gov

Supervised Credit
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help
borrowers through training and credit counseling.
The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the
success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and FarmRaised Fish Program (ELAP)
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.
Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible

adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.
Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.
Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.
Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2018 to
Sept. 30, 2019 must file:
•
•

A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent.
An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2019

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
•
•
•

ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

USDA Announces Buy-Up Coverage Availability and New
Service Fees for Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies
Changes apply beginning April 8, 2019
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that higher levels of coverage will be offered

through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), a popular safety net program,
beginning April 8, 2019. The 2018 Farm Bill also increased service fees and made other changes to
the program, including service fee waivers for qualified military veterans interested in obtaining
NAP coverage.
“When other insurance coverage is not an option, NAP is a valuable risk mitigation tool for farmers
and ranchers,” said FSA Administrator Richard Fordyce. “In agriculture, losses from natural
disasters are a matter of when, not if, and having a NAP policy provides a little peace of mind.”
NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial crops for which insurance coverage
is not available in order to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses

or prevent crop planting.

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.
Producers have a one-time opportunity until May 24, 2019, to obtain buy-up coverage for 2019

or 2020 eligible crops for which the NAP application closing date has passed.
Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing.
NAP Service Fees

For all coverage levels, the new NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple
counties. These amounts reflect a $75 service fee increase for crop, county or multi-county
coverage. The fee increases apply to obtaining NAP coverage on crops on or after April 8, 2019.
NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans
The 2018 Farm Bill NAP amendments specify that qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are now
eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility
criteria.
Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a
waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially

Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.”
For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or

contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
Losses
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
producers of noninsurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due
to natural disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought (includes native grass for
grazing).
Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2019 crops. A notice of loss must be
filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15
days of the final harvest date.
Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of
when a loss becomes apparent.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.
For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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