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Message From the State Executive Director 
Happy Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage (AANHPI) Month 
and Happy Jewish American Heritage Month.  These recognitions are important to us here 
at the USDA, and these months provide us an intentional time to reflect upon and celebrate 
the remarkable role of the AANHPI community in our nation’s history. 



May is also Mental Health Awareness Month. 

Any farmer will tell you – farming is a challenge, it is stressful, and it is demanding. And more 
and more farmers and their families are experiencing stress, anxiety, depression and other 
mental health challenges. It is important that we remove the stigma that may come with 
seeking mental health support because - mental health is health. Everyone struggles with 
something at some time in their lives and everyone deserves support to help them through it. 
Below are two free and confidential resources if you, someone your love, or your neighbor 
need support. 

 The Suicide and Crisis Lifeline is a national network that provides 24/7, free and 
confidential support for people in distress and prevention and crisis resources for you 
or your loved ones. The service can be reached by calling or texting 988 or chatting 
at https://988lifeline.org/chat/. 

 Additionally, the State of Connecticut offers the AgriStress Helpline, which provides 
crisis support and mental health resources for CT farmers and farm families. You can 
call or text 833.897.2474 for free and confidential 24/7 crisis support or 
visit https://www.ctfarmstressrelief.com/ online for more information on how to get help 
now and to access tons of mental health and farmer stress resources. 

Late May Freeze Causes Crop Losses 

Overnight from May 17-18 much of the state saw temperatures drop well below freezing for 
several hours. For decades, growers in our state have planned their spring planting and field 
operation schedule around the average last frost date. USDA growing zones and even The 
Farmer’s Almanac use these well-established frost dates to help us know when to plant our 
seedlings into the soil or when to pull the straw off the strawberries. Unfortunately, climate 
change, and the unpredictable weather that it causes, has once again damaged crops across 
the state threatening our local food economy and the livelihood of producers – producers that 
are friends, neighbors, and family.   

Early planted vegetables, tree fruits, and berries were among those most impacted. While 
some early vegetables may be able to be replanted and produce this season- apples, 
blueberries, strawberries and other fruits cannot. If you are a producer and you’ve suffered 
losses due to the May freeze, please reach out to your local service center to report your 
losses. If you have NAP or Federal Crop Insurance, there are reporting requirements, but 
even if you do not, reporting your losses will help FSA better document the statewide 
impacts.  Our staff are always ready and willing to discuss which FSA programs can help 
support your operation in the future. 

USDA Extends Application Deadline for ERP Phase 2 and PARP to July 14. 

In January, we announced two new programs designed to assist producers who experienced 
revenue losses from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic 
- Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two and the Pandemic Assistance Revenue 
Program (PARP) These programs are revenue-based and feel a little different from our 
regular programs, but the goal is to better support farmers. You may have seen in a recent 
news release that sign-up deadline has been extended through July 14, 2023.    



With the extended deadline, it’s important to us here at FSA that we clear up confusion about 
how to apply and what is really required for participation. To encourage producer participation 
in these valuable programs, we have done some myth busting. Read more on that below. 

I wish you all good weather for these last few weeks of spring and a productive and safe 
summer. As always, FSA staff are here to help you. 

 

Emily J. Cole, PhD 
State Executive Director 

  

Important Upcoming Dates to Remember:. 

June 2, 2023 -  Deadline to submit applications for payment for LFP, LIP, and ELAP 

July 14, 2023 - Application deadline for ERP Phase 2 and PARP 

July 15, 2023 - Deadline for 2023 Acreage reports 

July 15, 2023 - Deadline to report 2022 NAP  and ARC-IC Yields 

August 1, 2023 - Deadline to request farm transfer or reconstitution for 2023 

  

USDA Extends Application Deadline for Revenue 
Loss Programs to July 14  

Nine Partner Organizations to Provide Assistance with ERP Phase Two Applications  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is extending the deadline for the Emergency 
Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two and Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) to 
July 14, 2023, to give producers more time to apply for assistance. The original deadline was 
June 2. 

Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is partnering with nine organizations to 
provide educational and technical assistance to agricultural producers and provide assistance 
in completing an ERP Phase Two application. The extended deadline will give producers more 
time to work with these partner organizations and apply for assistance. 

Cooperative Agreements for ERP Phase Two Application Assistance 



Through cooperative agreements with FSA, the following organizations are providing free 
assistance to producers across the United States and territories. 

 Alabama State Association of Cooperatives 

 Farmers Legal Action Group, INC. 

 Flower Hill Institute 

 Intertribal Agriculture Council, Inc, 

 North South Institute 

 Renewing the Countryside II 

 Rural Advancement Foundation International - USA 

 Rural Coalition 

 Texas Small Farmers and Ranchers CBO 

Depending on a producer’s location, these nine partners can provide assistance either by 
phone or through online meeting software like Zoom or Microsoft Teams. 

There is never a charge for technical assistance provided by FSA employees or cooperative 
agreement recipients. These organizations will assist producers with completing the 
application and any follow-up future insurance coverage requirements. Producers who receive 
ERP payments are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance or Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for the next two available crop years. These 
organizations will not collect producer records, complete or sign the application form, or act on 
the producer’s behalf in any way throughout this process. 

Find more information on FSA cooperative agreements and contact information for the nine 
organizations please visit fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/cooperative-agreements/index. 

PARP Application Assistance 

USDA will host a webinar that focus on completing the PARP application form on June 8, 
2023 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. eastern with members of the National Farm Income Tax 
Extension Committee. Register here. 

Eligibility 

To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable 
gross revenue in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops 
from a qualifying natural disaster event. Assistance will be primarily to producers of crops that 
were not covered by Federal Crop Insurance or NAP, since crops covered by Federal Crop 
Insurance and NAP were included in the assistance under ERP Phase One. 

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming 
during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a 15% or greater decrease in allowable 
gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a baseline year. 

FSA offers an online ERP tool and PARP tool that can help producers determine what is 
considered allowable gross revenue for each respective program. 



Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP 
Phase Two and PARP assistance. Producers should also keep in mind that July 15 is a major 
deadline to complete acreage reports for most crops. FSA encourages producers to complete 
the ERP Phase Two application, PARP application and acreage reporting during the same 
office visit. 

More Information 

For more information, view the ERP Phase Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact Sheet, the ERP 
Phase Two-PARP Comparison Fact Sheet, ERP Phase Two application video tutorial, PARP 
application video tutorial, myth-buster blog or contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 

Register Today for a Free Webinar on Pandemic 
Assistance Revenue Program Applications 
The Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) is a revenue-based program that relies 
on tax and financial records instead of the production history Farm Service Agency programs 
usually require. Join USDA and members of the National Farm Income Tax Extension 
Committee for a discussion on completing the PARP application form and guidance on where 
advanced tax and accounting knowledge may be required. 

Event: Help with Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program Applications 

Date: Thursday, June 8, 2023 

Time: 2 p.m. ET 

Register Here 

Read More 



Don’t Miss Your Opportunity to be Represented in 
Ag Census Data 
Time is running out to respond to the 2022 Census of Agriculture! Thank you to the producers 
who have already completed the ag census. If you have not responded, there is still time. By 
federal law, the ag census questionnaire needs to be completed by everyone who 
received it, including landowners who lease land to producers, those involved in 
conservation programs, even those who may have received the ag census and did not 
farm in 2022. 

Strong response means strong data; these data will inform decisions that will help shape the 
future of American agriculture for the next five or six years. By not responding, you risk being 
unrepresented and therefore underserved in farm programs and funding, crop insurance 
rates, rural development, disaster assistance, and more. Return your ag census by mail or fill 
it out online at agcounts.usda.gov. Learn more at nass.usda.gov/AgCensus and respond 
today. 

USDA Previews Emergency Relief Assistance for 
Agricultural Producers Who Incurred Losses Due 
to 2022 Natural Disaster Events 

Additional payments on the way for livestock producers impacted by drought and 
wildfire in 2021 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced plans to roll out $3.7 billion in Emergency 
Relief Program (ERP) and Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) assistance to crop 
and livestock producers who sustained losses due to a qualifying natural disaster event in 
calendar year 2022. USDA is sharing early information to allow producers time to gather 
documents in advance of program delivery. Through distribution of remaining funds, USDA is 
also concluding the 2021 ELRP program by sending payments in the amount of 20% of the 
initial ELRP payment to all existing recipients. 

Background 

On December 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance 
for agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other 
eligible disasters occurring in calendar year 2022. 

Additionally, the Act specifically targets up to about $500 million to livestock producers for 
losses incurred due to drought or wildfire in calendar year 2022. 



ERP 2022 for Crop Producers 

USDA, through the Farm Service Agency (FSA), intends to deploy the lessons learned from 
the development and implementation of ERP and ELRP for previous years’ losses to ensure 
expedited assistance for 2022 losses. 

Based on positive feedback from producers, stakeholder groups and FSA county office staff, 
USDA intends to provide an ERP track for producers who had coverage through Risk 
Management Agency’s federal crop insurance or FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP). Through a streamlined application process, USDA intends to be in a position 
to send pre-filled applications directly to eligible producers in early summer. 

For producers who have not been able to avail themselves of risk management coverage or 
whose losses were not covered, USDA intends to offer a program track to access ERP 
assistance with assistance provided to producers who suffered a decrease in allowable gross 
revenue in 2022 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a 
qualifying natural disaster event. 

Instead of implementing these program tracks as two separate phases on different timelines, 
FSA intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time, noting that the first 
track will follow a streamlined process with less paperwork burden, based on existing, 
available risk management data. The second ERP track would require that producers provide 
FSA with certain information related to revenue. 

ELRP 2022 for Livestock Producers and Close Out of ELRP for 2021 

For impacted ranchers, USDA intends to leverage FSA’s Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) data to deliver ELRP assistance for increases in supplemental feed costs in 2022. 

To be eligible for an ELRP payment for 2022 losses, livestock producers will need to have 
suffered grazing losses from wildfire or in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as 
having a D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher 
level of drought intensity during the 2022 calendar year and have applied and been approved 
for 2022 LFP. Additionally, otherwise eligible producers whose permitted grazing on federally 
managed lands was disallowed due to wildfire will also be eligible for ELRP payments if they 
applied and were approved for 2022 LFP. 

In a continued effort to streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP benefits, eligible 
producers will not be required to apply for payment. 

Meanwhile, FSA also intends to provide additional assistance to ranchers for qualifying 
livestock losses from drought and wildfire in 2021.  More information will be announced in the 
coming months. 

How Producers Can Prepare 

To participate in ERP and ELRP for 2022 losses, both crop and livestock producers should 
have or be prepared to have the following forms on file with FSA: 

 Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant); 

 Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity; 



 Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and 

 Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification. 

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely 
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm 
should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center. 

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their 
status with FSA, using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning 
and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc 
disaster programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums. 

Producers with eligible crop losses who did not have federal crop insurance or NAP risk 
management coverage for 2022 and intend to apply for ERP assistance will need to pull 
together revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. FSA encourages 
producers to have their tax documents from the past few years and supporting materials ready 
including Schedule F (Form 1040) and Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents. 
FSA will not require these forms to be submitted with the ERP application, but will require a 
certification, similar to Adjusted Gross Income certification that has been used for many years 
for Farm Bill programs. Applicants simply report and certify to the information required for the 
program. 

Crop producers who have federal crop insurance coverage should ensure that information on 
file with their insurance agent is accurate and that any pending activities needed to file loss 
claims for 2022 losses are addressed as soon as possible. Producers who received ERP 
assistance last year or who will receive assistance for 2022 losses are required to purchase 
crop insurance or NAP for the next two crop years. 

More Information 

In the coming months, USDA intends to provide additional information on how to apply for 
assistance through ERP and ELRP for 2022 losses. Through proactive communications and 
outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as program eligibility, 
application and implementation details unfold. 

USDA Simplifies Application Process for 
Noninsured Crops for Underserved Producers; 
Improves Risk Management Accessibility 

A Message from FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux 

Earlier this year, Farm Service Agency (FSA) made several updates to disaster assistance 
programs to give more farmers, ranchers, and Tribes equitable access to recovery programs. 



Specifically, we made changes to the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
and simplified the application process for underserved producers. 

This important policy change opens the door to risk management options for producers who 
may not have previously known about or been able to obtain coverage to protect their crops. 

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of noninsurable crops when natural disaster 
events cause low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting. 

Our policy improvements mean that, beginning with the 2022 crop year, having a CCC-860 
form, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 
Certification, on file with FSA will provide producers with basic NAP coverage for all eligible 
crops. Specifically, FSA is waiving all NAP-related service fees for basic coverage for 
producers with a CCC-860 on file prior to the application closing date for each crop. These 
producers are also eligible to receive a 50% premium reduction if they elect higher levels of 
coverage before the application closing date for each crop. 

At the end of January, FSA notified producers who already have the CCC-860 certification 
form on file regarding their eligibility for NAP basic coverage for 2022. If you suffered losses 
from natural disasters in 2022, you will need to contact your local FSA county office to file an 
acreage report, as well as a notice of loss, and an application for a NAP payment. 

If you are interested in NAP coverage for 2023 and future years, your local FSA county office 
staff will be more than happy to provide information on eligibility, coverage options, and how to 
apply for additional coverage. 

While these recent policy changes are intended to remove barriers to available benefits and 
help underserved producers manage risk, any producer of noninsurable crops can apply for 
NAP coverage by completing FSA form CCC-471, Application for Coverage, and paying a 
service fee. Your local FSA office can verify application closing dates and ensure coverage for 
your crops is available. 

FSA is committed to revisiting program policies and finding ways, within our authorities, to 
remove obstacles that prevent participation. Expanding NAP to ensure all producers of 
noninsured crops have access to risk coverage is the result of proactive input from producers 
and the willingness of FSA employees to think outside of the box for the benefit of the 
producers we serve. 

Please contact your local USDA Service Center for more information on NAP coverage 
options. 

USDA Announces Additional Assistance for 
Distressed Farmers Facing Financial Risk 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that beginning in April it will 
provide approximately $123 million in additional, automatic financial assistance for qualifying 
farm loan program borrowers who are facing financial risk, as part of the $3.1 billion to help 



distressed farm loan borrowers that was provided through Section 22006 of the Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA). The announcement builds on financial assistance offered to borrowers 
through the same program in October 2022. 

The IRA directed USDA to expedite assistance to distressed borrowers of direct or 
guaranteed loans administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) whose operations 
face financial risk. For example, in the October payments, farmers that were 60 days 
delinquent due to challenges like natural disasters, the pandemic or other unexpected 
situations were brought current and had their next installment paid to give them breathing 
room. 

In October 2022, USDA provided approximately $800 million in initial IRA assistance to more 
than 11,000 delinquent direct and guaranteed borrowers and approximately 2,100 
borrowers who had their farms liquidated and still had remaining debt. USDA shared that it 
would conduct case-by-case reviews of about 1,600 complex cases for potential initial relief 
payments, including cases of borrowers in foreclosure or bankruptcy. These case-by-case 
reviews are underway. 

At the same time in October 2022, USDA announced that it anticipated payments using 
separate pandemic relief funding totaling roughly $66 million on over 7,000 direct loans to 
borrowers who used the USDA Farm Service Agency’s disaster-set-aside option during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The majority of these payments have been processed and USDA 
anticipates it will complete all such payments in April 2023. 

New Assistance for Distressed Borrowers 

FSA intends to provide the new round of relief starting in April to additional distressed 
borrowers. This will include approximately $123 million in automatic financial assistance for 
qualifying Farm Loan Program (FLP) direct loan borrowers who meet certain criteria. Similar 
to the automatic payments announced in October 2022, qualifying borrowers will receive an 
individual letter detailing the assistance as payments are made. Distressed borrowers’ 
eligibility for these new categories of automatic payments will be determined based on their 
circumstances as of today. More information about the new categories that make up the $123 
million in assistance announced today and the specific amount of assistance a distressed 
borrower receives can be found described in this fact sheet, IRA Section 22006: Additional 
Automatic Payments, Improved Procedures, and Policy Recommendations. 

To continue to make sure producers are aware of relief potentially available to them, all 
producers with open FLP loans will receive a letter detailing a new opportunity to receive 
assistance if they took certain extraordinary measures to avoid delinquency on their FLP 
loans, such as taking on more debt, selling property or cashing out retirement accounts. The 
letter will provide details on eligibility, the specific types of actions that may qualify for 
assistance, and the process for applying for and providing the documentation to seek that 
assistance. 

These steps are part of a process USDA announced along with the October payments that is 
focused on assisting borrowers unable to make their next scheduled installment. Earlier this 
year, all borrowers should have received a letter detailing the process for seeking this type of 
assistance even before they become delinquent. Borrowers who are within two months of their 
next installment may seek a cashflow analysis from FSA using a recent balance sheet and 
operating plan to determine their eligibility. 



Tax Resources 

USDA will continue to work with the Department of Treasury to help borrowers understand the 
potential tax implications from the receipt of an IRA payment, including that options may be 
available to potentially avoid or alleviate any tax burden incurred as a result of receiving this 
financial assistance. 

In early April, USDA will send a specific set of revised tax documents, educational materials 
and resources to borrowers that received assistance in 2022, including a link to a webinar 
hosted by a group of farm tax experts to provide education on the options available. USDA 
cannot provide tax advice and encourages borrowers to consult their own tax professional, but 
FSA is providing educational materials for borrowers to be aware of the options. USDA has 
tax-related resources available at farmers.gov/taxes. 

Improved Procedures and Policy Recommendations 

FSA is finalizing changes to its policy handbooks to remove unnecessary hurdles, improve 
loan making and loan servicing and provide more flexibility on how loans are structured to 
maximize the opportunities for borrowers.  Additional details on those changes can be found 
in the linked fact sheet and are the start of a broader set of process enhancements. The fact 
sheet also provides information on the eight, no-cost legislative proposals included in the 
Fiscal Year 2024 President’s Budget that are designed to improve the borrower experience. 

USDA’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program 
Assists Organic Producers recover costs 
associated with organic certification. 

OCCSP signup is open now until October 31, 2023 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will cover up to 75% of the costs associated with 
organic certification, up to $750 per category, through the Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program (OCCSP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers 
and handlers to apply for OCCSP by Oct. 31, 2023, for expenses incurred from Oct. 1, 2022, 
through Sept. 30, 2023. 

As part of USDA’s broader effort to support organic producers and in response to stakeholder 
feedback, this year FSA increased the cost share to the maximum amount allowed by statute. 

Cost Share for 2023 

The cost share provides financial assistance for organic certification, and producers and 
handlers are eligible to receive 75% of the costs, up to $750, for crops, wild crops, livestock, 
processing/handling and state organic program fees (California only). 

Producers have until Oct. 31, 2023, to file applications, and FSA will make payments as 
applications are received. 



How to Apply 

To apply, organic producers and handlers should contact their local USDA Service Center. As 
part of completing the OCCSP application, producers and handlers will need to provide 
documentation of their organic certification and eligible expenses. 

Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through department of 
agriculture. Additional details can be found on the OCCSP webpage. 

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture 

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer 
OCCSP. FSA will post a synopsis of the funding opportunity on grants.gov and will 
electronically mail the notice of funding opportunity to all eligible state departments of 
agriculture. 

If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state 
department of agriculture and FSA County Offices in that state will accept OCCSP 
applications and make payments to eligible certified operations. However, the producer or 
handler may only receive OCCSP assistance from either FSA or the participating state 
department of agriculture. 

Myth-Busting FSA’s New Revenue-Based Disaster 
and Pandemic Assistance Programs 

A Message from FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux 

In January, we announced two new programs designed to assist producers who experienced 
revenue losses from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic. These 
programs are revenue-based and feel a little different from our regular programs, but the goal 
is to better support farmers. 

Both the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two and the Pandemic Assistance 
Revenue Program (PARP) offer a holistic approach to disaster assistance and provide 
economic support for producers who bear the financial brunt of circumstances beyond their 
control. 

With the rollout of any new program, there is a learning curve for producers and employees 
alike. ERP Phase Two and PARP are no exception. To encourage producer participation in 
these valuable programs, I’m going to do my best to debunk some myths and misconceptions 
surrounding ERP Phase Two and PARP. 

With a June 2, 2023, deadline to apply for both programs, it’s important that we clear up 
confusion about how to apply, what documents are required for participation, insurance 
requirements and related misinformation making its way across the countryside. 



Now, let’s do some myth-busting. 

Myth #1 – You need to submit a completed tax return to FSA to apply for ERP Phase 
Two or PARP. 

While these programs are based on revenue losses, you do not need a tax return, completed 
or otherwise, to apply for assistance. In fact, we have an ERP Phase 2 tool and PARP 
tool that walk you through the process step by step. 

We understand that you may have questions for your certified public accountant or tax 
preparer, who was likely been hard to reach prior to the April 18 Internal Revenue Service tax 
deadline but we encourage you to download the program decision tools and get started. You’ll 
probably discover that you already have on hand much of the information you need. 

The following supporting materials will help you: 

 Schedule F (Form 1040); and 

 Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 
2021, and 2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019, and 2020 for PARP. 

The only reason you might have to provide your tax returns to FSA is in the event of a spot 
check or a request from the FSA County Committee. 

Producers can register for a free webinar hosted by USDA and members of the National Farm 
Income Tax Extension Committee on Monday, May 1 at 2 p.m. eastern for a discussion on 
completing the ERP Phase Two application form. 

Myth #2 – You cannot receive an ERP Phase Two payment if you received a payment 
under Phase One. 

It’s possible that you can still receive ERP Phase Two benefits if you received an ERP Phase 
One payment. There is also a possibility that your Phase Two payment may be offset. 

Myth #3 – ERP Phase Two was intended to be an additional payment to those who 
received payment under Phase One. 

ERP Phase Two was never designed or intended to be an additional payment. Instead, it was 
intended to assist those producers who did not receive relief in Phase One. 

Click here to read the full blog and view a producer testimonial on the application process. 

USDA Offers Connecticut Producers Many 
Conservation Choices with Continuous CRP 

Continuous CRP offers sound conservation and climate-smart options. 



Agricultural producers and landowners interested in conservation opportunities for their land in 
exchange for yearly rental payments can find many possibilities through the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (Continuous CRP) 
enrollment. This option offers conservation benefits similar to others, like General and 
Grassland CRP, but also offers unique flexibility and several program choices. 

The long-term goal of all CRP opportunities is to re-establish valuable land cover—helping to 
improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Farmers 
enrolled in the program agree to remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural 
production and plant species that will improve environmental health and quality in exchange 
for a yearly rental payment. 

Under Continuous CRP, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the year. 
Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility 
requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. The Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive is also applicable to Continuous signup. 

There are several enrollment options within Continuous CRP, including: 

 CLEAR30 

o The Clean Lakes, Estuaries, And Rivers Initiative provides the opportunity to 
reenroll expiring CRP water quality practices in a 30-year CRP contract, which 
promotes continued maintenance of established waterways, wetlands, and 
buffer practices. 

 State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) 

o The SAFE initiative restores vital habitat in order to meet high-priority state 
wildlife conservation goals. 

 Highly Erodible Lands Initiative (HELI) 

o HELI provides participants with the opportunity to establish long-term cover on 
highly erodible cropland that has a weighted erodibility index (EI) greater than 
or equal to 20. 

 Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 

o Through an approved CREP Agreement, FSA works with conservation 
partners to leverage federal and non-federal resources to target specific state, 
regional, or nationally significant conservation and environmental objectives. 

 Farmable Wetlands Program 

o Producers and landowners can enroll land in CRP to restore previously farmed 
wetlands and wetland buffers, improving both vegetation and water flow.    

To sign up, producers should contact the Farm Service Agency at their local USDA Service 
Center. 



USDA Offers Livestock Disaster Program 
Flexibilities; Responds to Needs Expressed by 
Producers Hard-Hit by Natural Disasters 

Program Application Deadlines Extended to June 2 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has provided additional flexibilities and further enhanced 
disaster recovery assistance provided by the Emergency Assistance for Livestock Honeybees, 
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) in response to needs expressed by livestock producers 
across the U.S. who have experienced significant feed, forage and animal losses from natural 
disasters. These livestock disaster program policy enhancements include an extended June 2, 
2023, deadline to submit notices of loss and applications for payment for 2022 losses. The 
deadline extension and program flexibilities are available to eligible producers nationwide who 
incurred losses from a qualifying natural disaster event. 

LIP and ELAP reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other 
animals that died because of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, 
feed, and forage. LFP provides benefits for grazing losses due to a qualifying drought or 
wildfire. For fire, losses must occur on federally managed lands. ELAP provides benefits for 
grazing losses not covered under LFP.  

New Program Applications for 2022 

FSA is accepting 2022 LIP notices of loss and applications for payment through June 2, 2023, 
for all covered livestock that may have been eligible in 2022. 

Producers who did not sign up for ELAP assistance for hauling livestock, forage and feedstuff 
hauling or other losses covered under ELAP in 2022 can also apply through June 2, 2023. 

FSA will accept LFP applications for only newly eligible covered livestock through June 2, 
2023. 

All required supporting documentation must be received and on file in the county office by the 
established deadline. 

Revising 2022 Applications 

Producers who have a 2022 ELAP, LIP or LFP application on file with FSA as of the program 
deadline or were placed on an approved register, may revise their application with the newly 
updated eligible livestock no later than June 2, 2023. 

Filing a Notice of Loss for ELAP due to 2022 and 2023 Drought 

To support program access for counties that do not currently have a 365-day grazing season, 
FSA is waiving the 30-day timeframe for producers to submit a notice of loss for the 2023 
ELAP program year due to qualifying drought in calendar years 2022 or 2023. Producers can 
now submit a notice of loss from the date the loss is apparent, as far back as Jan. 1, 2023, for 
2022 eligible losses and 2023 eligible losses that occur before June 2, 2023. 



For counties that have a 365-day grazing season, producers must have a qualifying drought in 
the 2023 calendar year to be eligible for 2023 livestock, water and feed hauling in 2023. 

More Information 

Livestock producers must provide evidence that livestock death was due to an eligible 
adverse weather event or loss condition. In addition, livestock producers should bring 
supporting evidence, including documentation of the number and kind of livestock that died, 
photographs or video records to document the loss, purchase records, veterinarian records, 
production records and other similar documents. Owners who sold injured livestock for a 
reduced price because the livestock were injured due to an adverse weather event, must 
provide verifiable evidence of the reduced sale of the livestock. 

Producers can apply for ELAP, LFP and LIP benefits at their local FSA county office. For more 
information or to submit a notice of loss or an application for payment, please contact 
your local FSA office or visit farmers.gov/recover. 

USDA Offers Assistance to Help Organic Dairy 
Producers Cover Increased Costs with the new 
Organic Dairy Marketing Assistance Program 
(ODMAP) 

ODMAP signup begins May 24th and runs through July 26, 2023 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), announces assistance for dairy producers with 
the new Organic Dairy Marketing Assistance Program (ODMAP).  ODMAP is established to 
help mitigate market volatility, higher input and transportation costs, and unstable feed supply 
and prices that have created unique hardships in the organic dairy industry. Specifically, under 
the ODMAP, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is making $104 million available to organic 
dairy operations to assist with projected marketing costs in 2023, calculated using their 
marketing costs in 2022. 

FSA will begin accepting applications for ODMAP on May 24, 2023. Eligible producers include 
certified organic dairy operations that produce milk from cows, goats and sheep. 

How ODMAP Works 

FSA is providing financial assistance for a producer’s projected marketing costs in 2023 based 
on their 2022 costs. ODMAP provides a one-time cost-share payment based on marketing 
costs on pounds of organic milk marketed in the 2022 calendar year. 

ODMAP provides financial assistance that will immediately support certified organic dairy 
operations during 2023 keeping organic dairy operations sustainable until markets return to 
more normal conditions. 



How to Apply 

FSA is accepting applications from May 24 to July 26, 2023. To apply, producers should 
contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center. To complete the ODMAP application, 
producers must certify to pounds of 2022 milk production, how documentation of their organic 
certification, and submit a completed application form. 

Organic dairy operations are required to provide their USDA certification of organic status 
confirming operation as an organic dairy in 2023 and 2022 along with the certification of 2022 
milk production in hundredweight. 

ODMAP complements other assistance available to dairy producers, including Dairy Margin 
Coverage (DMC) and Supplemental DMC, with more than $300 million in benefits paid for the 
2023 program year to date.  Learn more on the FSA Dairy Programs webpage. 

More Information 

To learn more about USDA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service 
Center. Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm loans 
and other programs by logging into their farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an 
account, sign up today. 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on 
more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring 
access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and 
streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, 
making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, 
and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a 
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov. 

Avoid Scams Related to USDA Financial 
Assistance for Farmers Facing Discrimination 
The Inflation Reduction Act provides $2.2 billion in financial assistance for farmers, ranchers, 
and forest landowners who experienced discrimination in USDA’s farm lending programs prior 
to January 1, 2021. 

USDA has become aware of some lawyers and groups spreading misleading information 
about this process, pressuring people to sign retainer agreements, and asking people to fill 
out forms with private and sensitive information. 

Application forms for this program are not yet available and the application filing period 
has not started. Before the application process opens, USDA will publish a list of trusted 
community organizations located across the country that will provide FREE help completing 
applications. 



Please beware of organizations seeking to file your application for a fee. Filing an application 
for the program will be FREE. You will not need a lawyer to file an application for this 
program. If you feel the need for legal advice, seek the assistance of a trusted, licensed 
attorney. 

Beware of solicitations by mail, email, or phone calls from individuals claiming to be connected 
to USDA. USDA will not solicit you for information. 

The most up-to-date information on this program will be posted at www.farmers.gov/22007, a 
USDA website. Please check there for any concerns or reach out to your local FSA office. To 
find your local office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

If you believe there is an organization conducting a scam related to this process, please 
contact the USDA Office of the Inspector General (OIG) or any other appropriate authorities. 
The USDA OIG hotline can be accessed online at https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/hotline and by 
phone at (800) 424-9121. 

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program Right for You? 
Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and 
unforeseen events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) provides producers another option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops. 
NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops impacted by natural 
disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting. 

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for 
food, fiber, livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or value loss crops such as 
aquaculture, Christmas trees, ornamental nursery, and others. Contact your local FSA office 
to see which crops are eligible in your state and county. 

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or 
hurricanes, earthquake and flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage 
period, before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For 
guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office. 

Interested producers apply for NAP coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for 
Coverage,” and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are 
maintained. These must be filed by the application closing date, which varies by crop. Contact 
your local FSA office to verify application closing dates and ensure coverage for eligible NAP 
crops. 

At the time of application, each producer acknowledges they have received the NAP Basic 
Provisions, which describes NAP requirements  for coverage. NAP participants must report 



crop acreage shortly after planting and provide verifiable or reliable crop production records 
when required by FSA. 

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and 
number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per 
crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a 
producer with farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers 
elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal 
entity. 

A producer’s certification on Form CCC-860 Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, 
Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification may serve as an application for basic 
NAP coverage for all eligible crops beginning with crop year 2022.  These producers will have 
all NAP-related service fees for basic coverage waived, in addition to a 50 percent premium 
reduction if higher levels of coverage are elected. 

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with 
NAP, we recommend you contact your local USDA service center. 
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