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MAL and LDP Policy Changes for 
Crop Years 2015-2018 
MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for 
wheat, corn, feed grains, and soybeans.  MALs provide producers 
interim financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs 
without having to sell their commodities when market prices are 
typically at harvest-time lows.  

FSA is now accepting requests for 2016 MALs and LDPs for all 
eligible commodities after harvest.  

Before MAL repayments with a market loan gain or LDP 
disbursements can be made, producers must meet the 
requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and 
member contribution.  

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form 
CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their local FSA Office before losing 
beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be 
submitted when payment is requested. 

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per 
individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 annually on certain 
commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage 
payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing loan 
gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These payment limitations do not apply to 
MAL loan disbursements or redemptions using commodity 
certificate exchange. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 
Farm Bill, which states that a producer whose total applicable 
three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive 
an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to 
earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please 
visit our office and speak with Lauren or Maryann. 
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Farm Safety 
Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like 
quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes less than five seconds for a 
person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.   

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also 
presents a real danger.  Augers, power take offs, and other moving 
parts can grab people or clothing. 

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are 
dangerous enough for adults; not to mention children.  It is always 
advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm 
equipment.  Always use extra caution when backing or 
maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure everyone is visibly clear and 
accounted for before machinery is engaged. 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that 
begins with putting safety first. 

 

 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar year 
2016 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the date when the 
loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program.  TAP 
provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate 
eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. 
Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees 
used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent 
mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when 
the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible 
trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months 
from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or 
vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.  

 

USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and 
Handling Equipment 
Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local Farmers, Get Products to Market 
Quickly 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase portable 
storage and handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option with lower down 
payments, are designed to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized producers, grow their 
businesses and markets. 

The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than $50,000 to 
qualify for a reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three years of production 
history. Farms and ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is expected to be of particular 
benefit to smaller farms and ranches, and specialty crop producers who may not have access to commercial 



storage or on-farm storage after harvest. These producers can invest in equipment like conveyers, scales or 
refrigeration units and trucks that can store commodities before delivering them to markets. Producers do not 
need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. 

Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loan. 
Eligible commodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and vegetables; corn, grain 
sorghum, rice, oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils, chickpeas, dry peas sugar, peanuts, 
barley, rye, hay, honey, hops, maple sap, unprocessed meat and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt 
and renewable biomass. FSFL microloans can also be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-
harvest, before a commodity is placed in cold storage. 

To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or come see Maryann 
at the Kent or New Castle Office. 

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Maryann Reed at 302-741-2600 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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