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USDA Issues Safety-Net 
Payments to Florida Farmers 
Facing Market Downturn 
The USDA Farm Service Agency has begun 
issuing financial assistance for the 2014 crop year 
to those agricultural producers who are 
participating in the new safety-net programs 
established by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The new 
programs, known as Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC), are 
designed to protect against unexpected drops in 
crop prices or revenues due to market downturns.    

Unlike the old direct payments program, which 
provided funds in good years and bad years, these 
new programs only provide financial assistance 
when prices or revenues drop below normal.  For 
example, nationwide, farms participating in ARC-
County that are receiving payments experienced a 
$20 billion drop in revenues relative to the historical 
benchmark. Similarly, lower prices in commodities 
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Please contact your local 
FSA Office for questions 
specific to your operation 
or county.     

such as peanuts and rice have triggered PLC 
assistance.   

Also, please note that funds provided by the ARC-
County program can vary from county to county. 
The 2014 Farm Bill requires ARC-County payments 
to be calculated using the national average market 
year price (which does not vary by county), and the 
average county yield (which varies by county).  This 
creates county-by-county differences in payment 
rates. The yield data comes from surveys 
conducted by the USDA National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS), the national standard 
that uses the highest-precision statistical 
procedures available. Where that data does not 
exist, the next strongest data is used: county-level 
crop insurance data from the Risk Management 
Agency. If that data does not exist, the next 
strongest data is used: NASS district data.  Where 
NASS district data doesn’t exist, the FSA State 
Committees provide data.   

Because the new programs are designed as 
financial assistance for prices and revenues lower 
than normal, not all producers will receive a 
payment, (as occurred with the old direct payments 
program). ARC/PLC payments are designed to help 
with unexpected changes in the marketplace, and 
to supplement other assistance programs, such as 
crop insurance. To learn more about the data used 
in calculating payments, how payments are 
calculated, crop-specific and state-specific 
information, please visit our website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.   

 

USDA to Provide Agricultural 
Credit Training, Expand 
Opportunities for Farmer 
Veterans and Beginning 
Farmers 
USDA announced a partnership with the Farmer 
Veteran Coalition (FVC) to conduct agricultural 
credit training sessions in the Midwest for military 
veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers. 
States under consideration to host the workshops 
include Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, and Nebraska.   

These workshops will provide individuals interested 
in farming as a career, including military veterans, 
with methods to improve business planning and 
financial skills, and improve understanding of the 
risk management tools that can help small farm 
operations. 
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Other partners include Niman Ranch a community 
network of more than 700 independent family 
farmers and ranchers, and the Farm Credit Council 
and the Farm Credit System, which provides loans, 
leases and financial services to farmers, ranchers 
and rural businesses across the United States. The 
workshops will also include assistance with credit 
applications and introductions to local or regional 
food markets. 

To learn more about veterans in agriculture, visit 
www.usda.gov/veterans. Visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or your local Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) office to learn more about 
FSA's farm loan programs. To find your local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.  More 
information also is available from the Farmer 
Veteran Coalition at www.farmvetco.org. 

 

 

Rural Energy for America Program Renewable Energy 
Systems & Energy Efficiency Improvement Loans & Grants in 
Florida 
What does this program do? 
Provides guaranteed loan financing and grant funding to agricultural producers and rural small 
businesses to purchase or install renewable energy systems or make energy efficiency 
improvements. 

Who may apply? 

• Agricultural producers with at least 50% of gross income coming from agricultural 
operations, and 

• Small businesses in eligible rural areas. 

NOTE: Agricultural producers and small businesses must have no outstanding delinquent federal 
taxes, debt, judgment or debarment. 

Application Deadline:  

• Grants of $20,000 or less: November 2, 2015 and May 2, 2016; 
• Unrestricted Grants (up to $500,000): May 2, 2016; 
• Loan Guarantees are competed continuously throughout the year. 

More information on this program can be found at: http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-
energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency/fl or contact your local Rural 
Development office. 

 

Producers are Reminded to Complete NASS Crop Surveys  
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Field Offices are currently completing 2015 
small grain yield surveys and will contact growers in December to complete row crop yield 
surveys.  If you are one of the producers contacted to complete a 2015 yield survey, we encourage 
your participation and cooperation as many USDA agencies including the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) use the NASS yield data for their programs.   
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FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm credit, conservation, disaster programs, loan and 
commodity programs. Under the 2014 Farm Bill, FSA uses the NASS county yield data to calculate 
Agriculture Risk Coverage – County (ARC-CO) benchmark revenues and current year county 
revenues. For example, the 2014 NASS county yield, along with the crop’s marketing year average 
price (MYA), are used to determine the county’s current year revenue to determine if the county will 
trigger an ARC-CO payment. An ARC-CO payment is triggered for a county when the current year 
revenue falls below the guarantee revenue for the crop and crop year. In cases where NASS county 
yield data is not available, the FSA State Committee must determine a county yield using RMA yield 
data or the best available yield data, including assigning a county yield using neighboring county 
yields from NASS or RMA.   

Any information that producers provide to NASS is kept confidential and protected by federal 
law. NASS publishes only aggregate-level data, ensuring that no individual operation or producer 
can be identified. All reports will be available at www.nass.usda.gov.   

 

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection 
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline. 

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher 
levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free 
catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted premiums for additional levels of protection." 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online 
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for 
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP 
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected 
production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and crops 
marketed directly to consumers. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service 
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.   

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

 

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit 
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers  
Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that 
producers who apply for FSA farm loans also will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster 
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loss protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The new coverage, available from the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-
insurable crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty 
crop growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for 
basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium. 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 
50 percent of production.  Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, 
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, 
forage, grazing and energy crops.  FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers 
to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also 
apply for FSA credit. 

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible 
for a 50 percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 
percent of expected production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may 
work with FSA to protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their 
fair market value in those markets.  Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted 
coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native 
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women. 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and 
microloans that have a streamlined application process.  

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved 
farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at 
https://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Farmers to receive Documentation of USDA Services 
Local Offices Issue Receipts for Services Provided 
 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to 
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs. 

As part of FSA’s mission to provide enhanced customer service, producers who visit FSA will 
receive documentation of services requested and provided. From December through June, FSA 
issued more than 327,000 electronic receipts. 

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance 
requested from FSA, the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development 
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program 
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity.  

In some cases, a form or document – such as a completed and signed program enrollment form –
serve as the customer receipt instead of a printed or electronic receipt. A service is any information, 
program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax or letter.  

To learn more about FSA, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact this office at 509-397-4301. 
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Selected Interest Rates for December 2015 
90-Day Treasury Bill - .125% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.375% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 3.75% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50% 

Emergency Loans - 3.375% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) - 2.0% 

Sugar Storage Facility Loans - 2.5% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.375% 

 

Dates to Remember 
December 26 - Federal Holiday.  Offices Closed.  

January 1 - Federal Holiday.  Offices Closed. 

January 18 - Federal Holiday.  Offices Closed. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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