July 10, 2020
L_J_SDA United States

=—== Department of
ol .oicuiture

Farm Service Agency Electronic News Service

N/

NEWSLETTER

GovDelivery

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

e Additional Commodities Eligible for Coronavirus Food Assistance Program

e Coronavirus Food Assistance Program Producer Webinar: Additional Eligible Commodities

& Program Adjustments

e More than 1.2 million acres accepted for Conservation Reserve Program Grasslands

e May Margin Triggers Dairy Margin Coverage Program Payment

e USDA Announces Flexibilities for Producers Filing ‘Notice of Loss’ for Failed, Prevented

Planted Acres

USDA Reminds Florida Producers to Complete Crop Acreage Reports

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers Impacted by COVID-19

e USDA Announces Loan Maturity for Marketing Assistance Loans Now Extended to 12

Months

e Eligibility for Nominations for the 2020 County Committee Elections

e Dates to Remember

Florida FSA Newsletter

Florida Farm Service
Agency

4500 NW 27th Avenue
Bldg D-1

Gainesville, FL 32606
Phone: 352-379-4500

https://www.fsa.usda.qgov/fl

State Committee:

Michelle Williamson (Chair)
Mike Adams

Jimmy LeFils

Mack Glass

Mark Sodders

State Executive Director:
Sherry McCorkle

Additional Commodities Eligible for
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced an initial list
of additional commodities and program adjustments to the
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP). The changes were
based on comments received from agricultural producers,
organizations and market data. Producers will be able to submit
applications that include these commaodities on Monday, July 13,
2020. USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting
applications for CFAP through Aug. 28, 2020. USDA expects
additional eligible commodities to be announced in the coming
weeks.

Changes to CFAP include:

e Adding the following commodities: alfalfa sprouts, anise,
arugula, basil, bean sprouts, beets, blackberries, Brussels
sprouts, celeriac (celery root), chives, cilantro, coconuts,
collard greens, dandelion greens, greens (others not listed
separately), guava, kale greens, lettuce — including Boston,


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTAuMjQyMjc0NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1VTRlNBL2J1bGxldGlucy8yOTUwZjlhIn0.SoegCKr_uCS_ESiQYAHtypCa1Z30wsz6d6om8no31ys%2Fs%2F78316685%2Fbr%2F80921381309-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C31c68d2c80c344e8736b08d824fa7b61%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637300005518786689&sdata=9ksh07%2BsjsMsCaxg1yVmtEcUZ%2Bb4ByuG18myQNBA9xQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTAuMjQyMjc0NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvZmw_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.f7TMncJlkNF-nrVHarYGHP55Tq5R9oFruGYkQwmNTtA%2Fs%2F78316685%2Fbr%2F80921381309-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C31c68d2c80c344e8736b08d824fa7b61%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637300005518786689&sdata=YfH1gPyzElC4hzLJZk1AooCSOSRxbyFWxv5M3y3jg8U%3D&reserved=0

Division Chiefs:

Administrative Officer
Mark Cotrell

Farm Program
Tom Hockert

Farm Loans
Christy Marshall

Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to
your operation or county.

green leaf, Lolla Rossa, oak leaf green, oak leaf red and
red leaf — marjoram, mint, mustard, okra, oregano,
parsnips, passion fruit, peas (green), pineapple, pistachios,
radicchio, rosemary, sage, savory, sorrel, fresh sugarcane,
Swiss chard, thyme and turnip top greens.

o Expanding for seven currently eligible commodities —
apples, blueberries, garlic, potatoes, raspberries,
tangerines and taro — CARES Act funding for sales losses
because USDA found these commaodities had a 5 percent
or greater price decline between mid-January and mid-April
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Originally, these
commodities were only eligible for marketing adjustments.

e Determining that peaches and rhubarb no longer qualify for
payment under the CARES Act sales loss category.

o Correcting payment rates for apples, artichokes,
asparagus, blueberries, cantaloupes, cucumbers, garlic,
kiwifruit, mushrooms, papaya, peaches, potatoes,
raspberries, rhubarb, tangerines and taro.

Additional details can be found in the Federal Register in the Notice
of Funding Availability (NOFA) and Final Rule Correction and at
www.farmers.gov/cfap.

Producers have several options for applying to the CFAP program:

1. Using an online portal, accessible at farmers.gov/cfap,
allows producers with secure USDA login credentials—
known as eAuthentication—to certify eligible commaodities
online, digitally sign applications and submit directly to the
local USDA Service Center. New commodities will be
available in the system on July 13, 2020.

2. Completing the application form using our CFAP
Application Generator and Payment Calculator found at
farmers.gov/cfap. This Excel workbook allows customers to
input information specific to their operation to determine
estimated payments and populate the application form,
which can be printed, then signed and submitted to their
local USDA Service Center. An updated version with the
new commodities will be available on the website on July
13, 2020.

3. Downloading the AD-3114 application form from
farmers.gov/cfap and manually completing the form to
submit to the local USDA Service Center by mail,
electronically or by hand delivery to an office drop box. In
some limited cases, the office may be open for in-person
business by appointment. Visit
farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status to check the
status of your local office.

USDA Service Centers can also work with producers to complete
and securely transmit digitally signed applications through two
commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. Producers who
are interested in digitally signing their applications should notify
their local service centers when calling to discuss the CFAP
application process. You can learn more about these solutions at
farmers.gov/mydocs.

Getting Help from FSA
New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP
application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a
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USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a
recommended first step before a producer engages the team at the
FSA county office at their local USDA Service Center.

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross
income and payment information, can be downloaded from
farmers.gov/cfap. For existing FSA customers, these documents
are likely already on file.

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program Producer Webinar:
Additional Eligible Commodities & Program Adjustments
Tue, Jul 14, 2020 3:00 PM EDT

Join the USDA Farm Service Agency as we discuss additional commodities that are now eligible for
the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP). We will also cover adjustments made to the
program based on comments received from agricultural producers and organizations and review of
market data. USDA’s Farm Service Agency is accepting applications for CFAP through Aug. 28,
2020. The CFAP program helps offset price declines and additional marketing costs because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Register here:
https://globalmeetwebinar.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1344141&tp key=d4c28040ea

More than 1.2 million acres accepted for Conservation
Reserve Program Grasslands

More than 1.2 million acres were accepted in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands
during the recent signup period that began March 16 and ended May 15.

Through CRP Grasslands, participants retain the right to conduct common grazing practices, such
as haying, mowing or harvesting seed from the enrolled land. Timing of some activities may be
restricted by the primary nesting season of birds.

Participants will receive an annual rental payment and may receive up to 50 percent cost-share for
establishing approved conservation practices. The duration of the CRP contract is 10 or 15 years.
FSA ranked offers using a number of factors, including existence of expiring CRP land, threat of
conversion or development, existing grassland and predominance of native species cover and cost.

The 2018 Farm Bill set aside 2 million acres for CRP Grassland enroliment. CRP is one of the
largest conservation programs at USDA. CRP marks its 35-year anniversary in 2020 with 22 million
acres currently enrolled.

For more information or to enroll in CRP Grasslands, contact your local FSA county office or visit
http://fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

May Margin Triggers Dairy Margin Coverage Program
Payment

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that the May
2020 income over feed cost margin was $5.37 per hundredweight (cwt.), triggering the third
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payment of 2020 for dairy producers who purchased the appropriate level of coverage under the
Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program.

To date, FSA has issued more than $176 million in program benefits to dairy producers who
purchased DMC coverage for 2020.

Authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill, DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers
protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed
price (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. Over 13,000
operations enrolled in the program for the 2020 calendar year.

Although DMC enroliment for 2020 coverage has closed, signup for 2021 coverage will begin
October 13 and will run through December 11, 2020.

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business
with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency should
call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-
screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel and visitors must adhere to social
distancing guidelines. Visitors may also be required to wear a face covering during their
appointment. Field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff
will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in office, by phone, and using online
tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage or contact your local USDA Service Center.
To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Announces Flexibilities for Producers Filing ‘Notice of
Loss’ for Failed, Prevented Planted Acres

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing additional flexibilities for producers to file
on acres with failed crops or crops that were prevented from planting because of extreme weather
events. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is adding these flexibilities for Notice of Loss on both
insured and uninsured crops to enable Service Centers to best assist producers.

Filing for Prevented Planted Acres

For insured crops, producers who timely filed a prevented planted claim with the reinsurance
company but filed a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) form after the deadline will be considered timely filed
for FSA purposes. FSA can use data from the Risk Management Agency (RMA) for accepting the
report of prevented planting with FSA. If the information is not available through RMA, the producer
may also provide proper evidence to FSA that the prevented planted claim was timely filed with the
reinsurance company.

For uninsured crops, producers may start a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) by calling their FSA county
office, or they may print and complete the Notice of Loss (CCC-576) form from home and send to
their county office. For prevented planted acreage, Notice of Loss forms mailed to the FSA office
must be postmarked by the final acreage reporting date in the county to be considered timely filed.
For all prevented planted cases, the Report of Acreage (FSA-578) form and the completed and
signed Notice of Loss (CCC-576) must be filed by the applicable acreage reporting date.

Filing for Failed Acres
For failed acreage of uninsured crops, the Notice of Loss (CCC-576) must be completed, signed
and verified before the disposition of the crop.
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When to File a ‘Notice of Loss’
A Notice of Loss cannot be filed for a crop before the final planting date, but it can be filed before
completing the crop acreage report.

More Information
Producers who miss FSA’s July 15 acreage reporting deadline will not face a late filing fee if filed
within a month of the deadline.

For questions, please contact your FSA county office. To locate your FSA county office at your
Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Reminds Florida Producers to Complete Crop Acreage
Reports

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds Florida producers to complete crop acreage reports
by the applicable deadline for their county. Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county.
Contact your FSA county office for a list of acreage reporting deadlines by crop.

Due to the pandemic, FSA has implemented acreage reporting flexibilities. FSA can work with
producers to file timely acreage reports by phone, email, online tools and virtual meetings.

FSA offices are using Microsoft Teams software to virtually meet with producers to review maps and
documents for certification. Producers who want to schedule a virtual appointment can download
the Microsoft Teams app on their smart phone or tablet and call the FSA office for an appointment.
You can also use Microsoft Teams from your personal computer without downloading software.

FSA county offices in Florida will provide maps to producers along with instructions for completing
and returning the maps through either mail, email or through commercially available free and secure
online tools such as Box for file sharing and OneSpan for eSignature solutions. After planting is
complete, producers must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office
through mail, email or the Box and OneSpan tools within 15 days of planting NAP crops or by July
15, 2020.

After completed maps and all acreage reporting information is received, FSA will make software
updates and send producers the completed Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) to sign. Producers
must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office through mail, email, or
Box within 15 days of receipt.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

o |If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer has not timely filed an acreage report, the producer may file the acreage
report within 30 days of the acreage reporting date. Because of the pandemic, late fees will
be waived if filed within the 30 days.

FSA is also providing additional flexibilities for producers to file on acres with failed crops or crops
that were prevented from planting because of extreme weather events. For insured crops,
producers who timely filed a prevented planted claim with the reinsurance company but filed a
Notice of Loss (CCC-576) form after the deadline will be considered timely filed for FSA purposes.
For uninsured crops, producers may start a Notice of Loss by calling their FSA county office.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
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When producers are working with FSA staff — either in-person or virtually — they can also take care
of applications for other FSA programs, including the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program. A
CFAP Call Center is available for producers who would like additional one-on-one support with the
CFAP application process. Please call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready
to offer assistance. The CFAP Call Center can provide service to non-English speaking customers.
Customers will select 1 for English and 2 to speak with a Spanish speaking employee. For other
languages, customers select 1 and indicate their language to the Call Center staff.

Applications can also be submitted for the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus for 2018
and 2019 as well as other disaster assistance programs that may be able to assist producers at this
time.

For questions, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers
Impacted by COVID-19

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office.

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current
production cycle.

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.

USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible.
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.
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USDA Announces Loan Maturity for Marketing Assistance
Loans Now Extended to 12 Months

Agricultural producers now have more time to repay Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) as part of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s implementation of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act of 2020. The loans now mature at 12 months rather than nine, and this
flexibility is available for most commodities.

Effective immediately, producers of eligible commodities now have up to 12 months to repay their
commodity loans. The maturity extension applies to nonrecourse loans for crop years 2018, 2019
and 2020. Eligible open loans must in good standing with a maturity date of March 31, 2020, or later
or new crop year (2019 or 2020) loans requested by September 30, 2020. All new loans requested
by September 30, 2020, will have a maturity date 12 months following the date of approval.

The maturity extension for current, active loans will be automatically extended an additional 3
months. Loans that matured March 31 have already been automatically extended by USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA). Producers who prefer a nine-month loan will need to contact their local FSA
county office. Loans requested after September 30, 2020, will have a term of nine months.

Eligible commaodities include barley, chickpeas (small and large), corn, cotton (upland and extra-
long staple), dry peas, grain sorghum, honey, lentils, mohair, oats, peanuts, rice (long and medium
grain), soybeans, unshorn pelts, wheat, wool (graded and nongraded); and other oilseeds, including
canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sunflower seed, and sesame seed.
Seed cotton and sugar are not eligible.

About MALs

Placing commodities under loan provides producers interim financing to meet cash flow needs
without having to sell their commodities when market prices are low and allows producers to store
production for more orderly marketing of commodities throughout the year.

These loans are considered nonrecourse because the commodity is pledged as loan collateral, and
producers have the option of delivering the pledged collateral to the Commodity Credit Corporation
(CCC) for repayment of the outstanding loan at maturity.

MAL Repayment
Under the new maturity provisions, producers can still repay the loan as they would have before the
extension:

e repay the MAL on or before the maturity date;

e upon maturity by delivering or forfeiting the commodity to CCC as loan repayment; or

e after maturity and before CCC acquires the farm-stored commodity by repaying the
outstanding MAL principle and interest.

Marketing Loan Gains

A Marketing Loan Gain occurs when a MAL is repaid at less than the loan principal. If market gain is
applicable during the now-extended loan period, producers can receive a gain on the repayment
made before the loan matures.

For more information on MALSs, contact the nearest FSA county office. USDA Service Centers,
including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible.
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.
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Eligibility for Nominations for the 2020 County Committee
Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees are a
critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local
administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision
making and farm program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. To be eligible for nomination and hold office as a
committee member or alternate, a person must fulfill each of the following requirements: (1) be a
producer with an interest in farming or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in any FSA
program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic
eligibility requirements, and (6) reside in the county or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be
serving.

All nomination forms for the 2020 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA
Service Center by Aug. 1, 2020 (or next business day). For more information on FSA county
committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold
Office as a COC Member available online at: fsa.usda.qov/elections.

Dates to Remember

August 28 - CFAP sign-up ends

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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