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Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist Items for 
Eligible Farmers 
FSA recently began mailing 303,000 pre-filled applications for the Emergency 
Relief Program (ERP), a new program designed to help agricultural producers 
impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, and other qualifying 
natural disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. 

The past few years have been tough to say the least. As producers have dealt 
with the continued impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, they have also 
struggled to recover from more frequent, more intense natural disasters. I am grateful that Congress passed, 
and President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency 
Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in critical emergency relief. 

After extensive stakeholder outreach, including with producers and groups that have not always been 
included in USDA programs, our team began work developing a responsive, easier-to-access program that 
could be rolled out in phases. We’re now rolling out the first phase of ERP, which uses existing Federal Crop 
Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating initial 
payments. 

By leveraging existing data, we will be able to deliver approximately $6 billion in assistance on a faster 
timeline; at the same time, my team and I are committed to ensuring that producers who do not have existing 
data on file with USDA are captured in the second phase of ERP, which will be explicitly focused on filling 
gaps in previously implemented emergency assistance. 

To apply for ERP Phase 1, here’s what you need to do: 

1. Check Your Mailbox 
The form being mailed to you includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application process, and provides 
estimated ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate application form for each program 
year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is 
eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment. This application takes about 0.176 hours (that’s less than 15 
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minutes) for producers to complete, compared to the former Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus 
application which took several hours for producers to complete and even longer for FSA staff.  

The deadline to return completed ERP applications to FSA is Friday, July 22, 2022. If you have NAP 
coverage, you will receive pre-filled ERP applications later this summer. Details on ERP Phase 2 will be 
forthcoming as well. 

2. Check Your Eligibility 
ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar 
years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was 
available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, 
hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke 
exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought*, and related conditions. 

*Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP are available online. 

3. Check Required Forms on File with FSA 
Producers must have the following forms on file with FSA: 

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet. 
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity. 
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities(if applicable). 
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain 

Programs(if applicable). 
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland 

conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and 
Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates. 

If you have previously participated in FSA programs, you will likely have these required forms on file. 
However, if you’re uncertain or want to confirm the status of your forms, contact your local FSA county office. 

4. Check Historically Underserved Status with FSA, If Applicable 
The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited resource, 
socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers, and ranchers will be increased by 15% of the calculated ERP 
payment. 

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have the following form on file with 
FSA: 

• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or 
Rancher Certification. 

5. Check Your Future Insurance Coverage 
All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance, or 
NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available crop years, as determined by 
the Secretary. 

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP payment and may vary 
depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a producer’s particular crops. The final 
crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage to meet the second year of coverage for this 
requirement is the 2026 crop year. 

6. Check Your bank 
Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by FSA, producers who have 
direct deposit should look for payment within three business days. 

More Information 

We have additional resources, including: 
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• ERP May 16, 2022 New Release 
• ERP Fact Sheet 
• Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
• Emergency Relief Webpage 
• ERP Notice of Funding Availability 

In addition to ERP, FSA is also implementing the first phase of the new Emergency Livestock Relief Program. 
At this time, FSA has made more than $588 million in payments to impacted livestock producers. 

Bottom line, we take your feedback seriously, and we wanted to deliver this relief as soon as possible. We 
learned from previous relief programs, and we’re excited to be getting this to you as swiftly as we can. 

 Noninsured Crop Coverage Helps Producers Manage Risks 

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) helps you manage 
risk through coverage for both crop losses and crop planting that was prevented due to natural disasters. The 
eligible or “noninsured” crops include agricultural commodities not covered by federal crop insurance.    

You must be enrolled in the program and have purchased coverage for the eligible crop in the crop year in 
which the loss incurred to receive program benefits following a qualifying natural disaster. 

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments, 
at 100 percent of the average market price. Buy-up levels of NAP coverage are available if the producer can 
show at least one year of previously successfully growing the crop for which coverage is being requested. 

Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to 
obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 
percent of expected production. 

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, 
not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP 
applicant meets certain eligibility criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a waiver of NAP 
service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged, Limited 
Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

 

USDA Seeks Nominations of Domestic Cotton Producers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) seeks nominations of domestic 
cotton producers from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Missouri, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and importers 
of cotton and cotton-containing products for positions on the Cotton Board. The 
producers and importers will fill positions for 18 members and 18 alternates. 
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USDA will appoint members and alternates to serve three-year terms beginning Jan. 1, 2023, to Dec. 31, 
2025. 

Certified producer organizations (CPOs) and certified importer organizations (CIOs) will hold caucuses to 
nominate two qualified persons for each open position in their respective industry segments. 

Producer caucuses are scheduled as follows and all times are local times: 

• Florida: Monday July 18 at 3:00 p.m. An importers caucus is scheduled for Tuesday, June 28 
at 1:00 p.m. 

For nominating and caucus information, including organizations seeking certification and a list of CPOs and 
CIOs, contact Cotton Research and Promotion at (540) 361-2726 or CottonRP@usda.gov. 

More information is available on the Agricultural Marketing Service Cotton Board webpage or on the 
Board’s website. 

Since 1966, Congress has authorized the development of industry-funded research and promotion boards to 
provide a framework for agricultural industries to pool their resources and combine efforts to develop new 
markets, strengthen existing markets and conduct important research and promotion activities. AMS provides 
oversight of 22 boards, paid for by industry assessments, which helps ensure fiscal accountability and 
program integrity. 

AMS policy is that diversity of the boards, councils and committees it oversees should reflect the diversity of 
their industries in terms of the experience of members, methods of production and distribution, marketing 
strategies, and other distinguishing factors, including but not limited to individuals from historically 
underserved communities, that will bring different perspectives and ideas to the table. Throughout the full 
nomination process, the industry must conduct extensive outreach, paying particular attention to reaching 
underserved communities, and consider the diversity of the population served and the knowledge, skills, and 
abilities of the members to serve a diverse population. 

 

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage 
reports after spring planting should make an appointment with the County Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended 
uses. Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of 
benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for your local County:          

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. 
Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your local 
County FSA office to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
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• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. 
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or 
harvesting of the crop begins. 

More Information:  For questions, please contact your County FSA office. 

 

What’s New and Improved for Specialty Crop Producers? 
Does your operation include specialty crops? Whether you grow fruits, 
vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, or nursery crops - USDA is here 
for you. 

Over the past year, USDA has stepped up our support of specialty crop 
producers and local and regional food systems. USDA believes specialty crop 
producers are integral to the food system of the future, and we are working to 
improve available options for specialty crop producers as well as ensure equity 
in program delivery. 

What’s New? 

The Risk Management Agency (RMA) rolled out a new insurance option for 
small-scale producers who sell locally, which is named Micro Farm.  This new insurance coverage 
option simplifies record keeping and covers post-production costs, such as washing and value-added 
products. It is available now, and you can learn more from an Approved Insurance Provider or your RMA 
specialty crop liaison. 

In addition to Micro Farm, RMA rolled out other new insurance options in the past year, including:  California 
Citrus Trees, Florida Citrus, Production and Revenue History option for Florida strawberries, and 
Hurricane Insurance Protection-Wind Index (HIP-WI). These new options either fill gaps in coverage or 
offer advantages over other policies. Since 2020, producers weathered several major hurricanes.  The new 
HIP-WI played a crucial role in recovery with more than $250 million in indemnities paid so far with most 
payments issued in a matter of weeks following a hurricane.  

Interest in growing and insuring specialty crops has grown significantly with $1 billion in liabilities for 1990 
to $22 billion in liabilities for 2021. (For more details, check out reports on our Specialty Crops webpage.) 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) also offered pandemic assistance for organic producers. The new Organic 
and Transitional Education and Certification Program (OTECP) provided assistance to help cover loss of 
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markets, increased costs, labor shortages and expenses related to obtaining or renewing their organic 
certification. 

What’s Improved? 

In the past year, RMA made improvements to existing policies -- including Whole-Farm Revenue 
Protection, a key insurance option for specialty crop producers. Beginning in the 2021 crop year, direct 
market producers could report two or more commodities using a new combined direct marketing code. 

This reduced a tremendous burden for diversified producers and allowed them to receive a premium rate 
discount for diversification. For 2022, RMA increased coverage for organic and aquaculture producers and 
enabled organic producers to report certified organic acreage as long as the request for certification had been 
made by the reporting date, which provides additional flexibility to producers.    

 Want to Learn More? 

These new and improved options for specialty crop producers are but a few of USDA’s strides over the past 
year to build a fairer, more transparent food system rooted in local and regional production. To learn more, 
please read USDA’s January 19, 2022, news release.  

For crop insurance, visit RMA’s Specialty Crops webpage or contact your specialty crop liaison. 

Also, if there is not a standard offer for the crop you would like insured, you may still be able to get a written 
agreement for coverage. RMA Regional Offices review these requests to help provide coverage. These 
requests also provide Regional Offices the opportunity to review the possible expansion of the policy to your 
county. 

Lastly, you can read our Specialty Crops webpage on farmers.gov and question-and-answer with two 
specialty crop liaisons, Adrienne Steinacher and Matt Wilkin.  

 

Noninsured Crop Coverage Helps Producers Manage Risks 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) helps you manage risk through coverage for both crop losses 
and crop planting that was prevented due to natural disasters. The eligible or 
“noninsured” crops include agricultural commodities not covered by federal crop 
insurance.    

You must be enrolled in the program and have purchased coverage for the 
eligible crop in the crop year in which the loss incurred to receive program 
benefits following a qualifying natural disaster. 

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments, 
at 100 percent of the average market price. Buy-up levels of NAP coverage are available if the producer can 
show at least one year of previously successfully growing the crop for which coverage is being requested. 

Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to 
obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 
percent of expected production. 

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, 
not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  
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NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP 
applicant meets certain eligibility criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a waiver of NAP 
service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged, Limited 
Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, contact your local County USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm 
Ownership Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can 
help farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve 
and expand current operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist 
with land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment 
and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option 
for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being 
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount 
for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance 
nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants 
are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out 
of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that 
their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Maintaining Good Credit History 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans require applicants to have a satisfactory 
credit history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan 
applicants. These reports are reviewed to verify outstanding debts, see if bills 
are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow. 

Information on your credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an 
aid in conducting FSA business. 

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable 
credit report and will provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit 
report, it is up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies. 

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score: 

• Make sure to pay bills on time 
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• Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an effective way to remember 
payment due dates 

• Pay down existing debt 
• Keep your credit card balances low 
• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts 

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a loan after 
improving or correcting your credit report. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Dates to Remember 
July 15 - Acreage Reporting Sugar Cane 

Oct 31 - Organic and Transitional Education and Certification Program (OTECP) 

Oct 31 - Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) 

Dec 31 - A Second Disaster Set-Aside for Farm Loans  

 

Selected Interest Rates for June 2022 
Farm Operating - Direct 3.625% 
Farm Operating - Microloan 3.625% 
Farm Ownership - Direct 3.750% 
Farm Ownership - Microloan 3.750% 
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing  2.500% 
Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.500% 
Emergency Loan - Amount of Actual Loss 3.750% 
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FSA State Executive Director 
Deborah Tannenbaum  

deborah.tannenbaum@usda.gov 

NRCS State Conservationist 
Juan Hernandez  

juan.hernandez@usda.gov 

RMA Regional Office Director 
Davina Lee 

davina.lee@usda.gov 
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