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USDA Announces 
Enrollment Period for 
Safety Net Coverage in 
2017 

Producers on farms with base acres 
under the safety net programs 
established by the 2014 Farm Bill, 
known as the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs, can begin 
visiting FSA County Offices starting 
Nov. 1, 2016, to sign contracts and 
enroll for the 2017 crop year. The 
enrollment period will continue until 
Aug. 1, 2017.  

Since shares and ownership of a farm 
can change year-to-year, producers on 
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the farm must enroll by signing a 
contract each program year.   

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 
enrollment period, the producers on 
that farm will not be eligible for financial 
assistance from the ARC or PLC 
programs for the 2017 crop should crop 
prices or farm revenues fall below the 
historical price or revenue benchmarks 
established by the program. Producers 
who made their elections in 2015 must 
still enroll during the 2017 enrollment 
period.  

The ARC and PLC programs were 
authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and 
offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial 
drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities 
include barley, canola, large and small 
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, 
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, 
oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, 
long grain rice, medium grain rice 
(which includes short grain and sweet 
rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. 
Upland cotton is no longer a covered 
commodity. For more details regarding 
these programs, go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are 
encouraged to visit their local FSA 
office. To find a local FSA County 
Office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection 
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.  

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. The 2014 
Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited 
resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted 
premiums for additional levels of protection. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ga
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Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.  

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online 
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for 
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP 
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected 
production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and crops 
marketed directly to consumers.  

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service 
Center go to http://offices.usda.gov.    

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

 

Georgia Pecan Growers Association Educational Meetings 

The Georgia Pecan Growers Association is proud to present five pecan educational meetings in 
January 2017.  The classes and resources can provide valuable information for all growers, 
particularly new and beginning growers.  The meetings are provided free of charge through funding 
from USDA-FSA.  

Topics will include a wide range of subject matters, such as the 2018 Farm Bill, crop insurance and 
risk management, advantages of an IC-DISC, basic bookkeeping and grant available to 
growers.  An NRCS representative will present programs and services such as EQIP and 
CSP.  Farm Service Agency directors will discuss TAP and ECP among others.  USDA-Rural 
Development will explain their services, resources and the value-added grant program.  

Locations and dates are listed below:  

            January 10, 2017   9 AM – Bulloch Center for Agriculture (Lunch Served at noon) 

                                           151 Langston Chapel Road/Suite 600, Statesboro, GA 30458  

            January 10, 2017   6 PM – Sarah’s Restaurant (Dinner served at 6 PM) 

                                           1686 Golden Isle Pkwy West Baxley, GA 31613  

            January 11, 2017   9 AM – Hilton Garden Inn (Lunch served at noon) 

                                          201 Boo, Drive Tifton, GA 31793  

            January 11, 2017   6 PM – The Exchange Club Fair of SW GA. (Dinner served at 6 PM) 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx


                                           810 S. Westover Blvd., Albany, GA 31708  

            January 12, 2017   9 AM – Lowndes County Extension Office (Lunch served at noon) 

                                           2102 East Hill Avenue, Valdosta, GA 31601  

GPGA has developed a “Quick Reference Resource Guide,” which will be available at each 
meeting.  The guide has contact names, offices and program information for all the speakers. 
Please register with the Georgia Pecan Growers Association and Janice Dees at 229-382-2187 or 
janice@georgiapecan.org for which meeting you would like to attend.             

 

FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to 
provide farmers and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm information using their 
home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or export their personal farm data all 
without visiting an FSA County Office.  

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA 
data, such as base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program 
acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation status information, field 
boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, contact information and membership interest 
and shares in the operation. This data will be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and 
allows operators and owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can 
electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer.  

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This 
level of security ensures that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be 
obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and then visiting 
your local FSA office to finalize access.  

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local FSA office. 
To find your local FSA County Office, click http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Upcoming Acreage Reporting Dates 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA County office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for the entire state of Georgia:  

January 15, 2017                   Apples, Blueberries, Canola, Peaches, Rye, and ALL Fall-Seeded   

                                               Small Grains   

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.   

mailto:janice@georgiapecan.org
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 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.   

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policyholders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. For questions regarding crop certification 
and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA County Office.  

 

Livestock Forage Losses 

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for covered 
livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land in ELIGIBLE counties.  

As of December 1, 2016, there are ONLY 120 counties eligible to apply for 2016 Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits. Even though the grazing period for LFP was extended 
until December 1, 2016, this extension did NOT guarantee that additional counties would 
become eligible for LFP or increased payments; all the extension did was allow additional 
time for these factors to be considered. Eligibility for LFP and increased payments depends 
exclusively on the Drought Monitor Ratings and may or may not result in additional counties 
becoming eligible for LFP or increased payments.   

NOTE:  Please check with your local FSA County Office to see if your county is eligible.    

County Offices can only accept LFP applications after notification is received from the National 
Office that they are in a county with a qualifying drought rating. IMPORTANT - County eligibility is 
based solely on the U.S. Drought Monitor Rating for Georgia and neither the FSA State Office 
nor County Offices have any input into the determination of LFP eligibility for a county.   
 
Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation 
no later than January 30, 2017 for 2016 losses. Producers with cash-leased land are required to 
provide written lease agreements from the landowner containing specific information on the 
rented land. In addition, grazing land for which benefits are requested under LFP are required to 
have been reported to the FSA office; if the land has not already been reported, a late-filed acreage 
report can be accepted but a “late-filing” fee will be assessed.  

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock is available at your local FSA County 
Office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented preauthorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan 
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.   

PAD payments are preauthorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting 
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 
financial institution.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make 
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can 
only be established for future payments.  

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This 
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development 
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search 
for “Form 3550-28.”   

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial 
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 
DCFO.  

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written 
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment 
rejections within a three month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. 
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized 
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.  

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA County Office. To find a local FSA office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov 

 

Guaranteed Conservation Loans  

Guaranteed Conservation Loans are available for applicants to install a conservation practice. 
These funds may be used for any conservation activities included in a conservation plan or Forest 
Stewardship Management plan. A copy of the conservation plan is required to complete the 
application. These loans are not limited to just family farmers. In some cases, applicants can 
operate non-eligible enterprises. Loan funds are issued by a participating commercial lender and 
guaranteed up to 80 percent by FSA or up to 90 percent for beginning and historically underserved 
producers.  

 

Direct Loans 

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and 
service direct loans.   

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate.   

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.   

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a 
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and 
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the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and 
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.   

Please contact your local FSA County Office for more information or to apply for a direct farm 
ownership or operating loan.  

 

Guaranteed Loan Program 

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss 
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and 
operating purposes.    

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.   

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, 
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.   

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 
years.   

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


