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Disaster Assistance Programs 

The annual limitation of $125,000 applies to the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). The 
total payments received under ELAP, LFP and LIP may not exceed $125,000. 
A separate limitation of $125,000 applies to Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 
payments. There is also a separate $125,000 payment limit for the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). 

Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) programs. Contact your local NRCS office more information.  

For more information on FSA payment limitations by program, visit 
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-
Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2015/payment_eligibility_payment_limitations.pdf. 
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Conservation Programs 

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment and 
incentive payment is limited to $50,000. CRP contracts approved 
before    Oct. 1, 2008, may exceed the limitation, subject to payment limitation 
rules in effect on the date of contract approval.  

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an annual limit of $200,000 
per disaster event. The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has 
an annual limit of $500,000 per disaster event.  

 

 

Census of Agriculture Countdown Begins for America’s 
Farmers and Ranchers 

America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to strongly represent agriculture in 
their communities and industry by taking part in the 2017 Census of Agriculture. Conducted every 
five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS), the census, to be mailed at the end of this year, is a complete count of all U.S. farms, 
ranches, and those who operate them. 

The Census of Agriculture highlights land use and ownership, operator characteristics, production 
practices, income and expenditures, and other topics. The 2012 Census of Agriculture revealed that 
over three million farmers operated more than two million farms, spanning over 914 million acres. 
This was a four percent decrease in the number of U.S. farms from the previous census in 2007. 
However, agriculture sales, income, and expenses increased between 2007 and 2012. This telling 
information and thousands of other agriculture statistics are a direct result of responses to the 
Census of Agriculture. 

Producers who are new to farming or did not receive a Census of Agriculture in 2012 still have time 
to sign up to receive the 2017 Census of Agriculture report form by visiting www.agcensus.usda.gov 
and clicking on the ‘Make Sure You Are Counted’ button through June. NASS defines a farm as any 
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place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold, or normally would 
have been sold, during the census year (2017). 

 

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local County FSA Office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Georgia:  

May 15, 2017        Sweet Corn (Planted 8/26-5/15), Tobacco, Tomatoes (Planted 8/16-4/5)   

July 15, 2017         All other Crops                  

August 15, 2017    Tomatoes (Planted 7/1-8/15)  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.   

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.   

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policyholders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. For questions regarding crop certification 
and crop loss reports, please contact your local County FSA Office.    

 

Livestock Forage Losses 

Producers in the following counties are eligible to apply for 2017 Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) benefits on native pasture, improved pasture, and annual ryegrass.   

Banks, Bartow, Catoosa, Cherokee, Dawson, Fannin, Franklin, Gilmer, Gordon, Habersham, 
Hall, Hart, Lumpkin 

Murray, Pickens, Rabun, Stephens, Towns, Union, Walker, White & Whitfield.   

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for covered 
livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land.   

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National 
Office of qualifying drought.   
 
Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation 
no later than January 30, 2018 for 2017 losses.   



Program NOTE: The deadline to file a Report of Commodities (FSA-578) for 2017 Native Pasture 
and Improved Pasture was November 15, 2016. Accepting a Late-Filed FSA-578 is allowed if the 
producer pays the cost of a farm visit, the crop’s use can be verified and the late report is filed before 
the subsequent year’s Acreage Reporting Deadline (November 15, 2017).  The deadline to file a 
late-filed FSA-578 before the subsequent year’s ARD is a policy change for 2017 crop year.   

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, is available at your local 
FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.   

 

Report Livestock Losses 

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into 
the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock owners 
and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, 
including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.  

For 2017, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2017, and no later than 60 calendar days from 
the ending date of the applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss must be filed with 
FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  Participants must provide the following 
supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after the end of the 
calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.  

 Proof of death documentation 

 Copy of growers contracts  

 Proof of normal mortality documentation   

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. 
Adult Beef Cow = 1.0% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 4%. These established 
percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 
Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2017 must file both of the following: 

 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent  

 An application for payment by March 31, 2018.  

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA County Office or online at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

MAL and LDP Policy  

The Agricultural Act of 2014 authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) 
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs), with a few minor policy changes.   

Among the changes, farm-stored MAL collateral transferred to warehouse storage will retain the 
original loan rate, be allowed to transfer only the outstanding farm-stored quantity with no additional 
quantity allowed and will no longer require producers to have a paid for measurement service when 
moving or commingling loan collateral.   

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and 
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim 
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financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities 
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but 
agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan 
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton.  

FSA is now accepting requests for 2016 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. 
Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective 
commodities. May 31 is the final loan availability date for Corn, Grain Sorghum, Mustard Seed, 
Safflower Seed, Chickpeas, Soybeans, Sunflower Seed, and Cotton.  

Before MAL repayments with a market loan gain or LDP disbursements can be made, producers 
must meet the requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and member 
contribution.   

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for 
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), 
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the 
posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity 
under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan.  MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to the actively engaged in farming, cash-rent 
tenant, Adjusted Gross Income provisions or the payment limitation.  

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their 
local FSA County Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must 
be submitted when payment is requested.  

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed 
$125,000 annually on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage 
payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These 
payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements or redemptions using commodity 
certificate exchange.  

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a 
producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive 
an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The 
AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.  

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service 
Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

2015, 2016 and 2017 Average Adjusted Gross Income 
Compliance Reviews  

The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2015, 2016 and 2017 are conducted on producers 
who the IRS indicated may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations described in [7 CFR 
1400.500]. Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of eligibility or ineligibility.   

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the average AGI limitation of $900,000, receivables 
will be established for payments earned directly or indirectly (to a person or through a legal entity as 
a stockholder, member, beneficiary, or heir) by the producer subject to the $900,000 limitation. The 
Georgia FSA Office has begun notifying producers selected for review. If you have any questions 
about the review process or determinations, please contact Jennifer B. Carter, Agricultural Program 
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Specialist, with the Georgia FSA State Office at 706/546-2262. Producers who receive initial debt 
notification letters may only appeal the amount of the debt to their local FSA office. Payment eligibility 
adverse determinations become administratively final 30 days from the date of the payment eligibility 
adverse determination letter and can only be reopened if exceptional circumstances exist that 
prevented the producer from timely filing the appeal. 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to 
be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is 
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for 
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s 
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:  

 Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation; 

 Any significant changes to family income or expenses; 

 The development of problem situations; 

 Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

 In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on 
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.  

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan 
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.   

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting 
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 
financial institution.   

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make 
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can 
only be established for future payments.  

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This 
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development 
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search 
for “Form 3550-28.”   

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial 
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 
DCFO.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written 
request to your local FSA County Office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment 
rejections within a three month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. 
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized 
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.  

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA County Office. To find a local FSA office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov   

 

Nondiscrimination Statement 
In accordance with Federal civil rights laws and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, its agencies, offices and employees, and institutions participating 
in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, 
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or 
funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information 
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible 
Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, programs information may be made available 
in languages other than English. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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