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Financial Hardship and Loan Servicing 

Many farm loan borrowers’ payments are due on Jan. 1.  FSA 
expects and encourages prompt payment. However, for borrowers 
who cannot make their payments due to adversity such as a natural 
disaster or production difficulties beyond their control, FSA is 
committed to providing our farm loan borrowers with the tools 
necessary to be successful. A part of ensuring this success is 
providing guidance and counsel from loan or loan 
servicing application, through the term of your loan, and after. In 
order for FSA to help, you must alert your local FSA office to any of 
the following: 

·       Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 

·       Any significant changes to family income or expenses 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ga
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·       The development of problem situations 

·       Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

There are options for FSA loan customers during financial stress. If 
you are a borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, 
contact your local FSA Service Center to learn about the options 
available to you. 

If past due on payments, FSA will notify you of your options with a 
Notice of Availability of Loan Servicing.  Please pay special 
attention to this notice as it provides you with your options for FSA 
servicing programs and outlines specific deadlines that you must 
meet. Failure to meet these statutory deadlines may significantly 
limit your options and FSA’s ability to help address your farm’s 
financial difficulties. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  Please contact your local FSA Service 
Center if you have any questions or would like to schedule an 
appointment to meet with the loan staff to discuss your options. 

 

 

The Census of Agriculture is a Producer's Voice, Future, and 
Opportunity.  

In December, farmers and ranchers across the nation will receive the 2017 Census of Agriculture. 
Producers can mail in their completed census form, or respond online via the improved web 
questionnaire. The online questionnaire has been revised extensively to make it more convenient 
for producers.    

Conducted once every five years, the Census of Agriculture is a complete count of all U.S. farms, 
ranches, and those who operate them; it is the only source of uniform, comprehensive, and impartial 
agriculture data for every state and county in the nation.   

Farmers and ranchers, trade associations, government, extension educators, researchers, and 
many others rely on Census of Agriculture data when making decisions that shape American 
agriculture – from creating and funding farm programs, to boosting services for communities and the 
industry. The Census of Agriculture is a producer's voice, future, and opportunity.   

For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call 
(800) 727-9540.  

 

Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, 
zip code, phone number, email address, or an incorrect name or business name on file, they need 
to be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or 
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ga
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/


programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee 
in writing, and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.  

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA County Office to update your 
records.   

 

Farm Reconstitutions 

When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on 
the farming operation.  

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be 
requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program.  A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all: 

 of the required signatures are on FSA-155 

 other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted. 

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any 
time.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:  

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments, and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in 
settling an estate;  

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to 
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two 
or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this 
method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the 
buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;  

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for 
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;  

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 

2018 Acreage Reporting Dates 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
the FSA County Office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Georgia:  

January 2, 2018                      Honey 

January 15, 2018                    Apples, Blueberries, Canola, Peaches, Rye, Rapeseed,             



Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

February 15, 2018                  Onions (Planted 10/21-2/1) 

March 15, 2018                       Cabbage (Planted 10/1-2/20), Pecans  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.   

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Office.   

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15. Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policyholders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.    

 

CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages 
Enrolled in CRP and Farm Programs 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate, 
approved vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the 
contract after the practice has been established. Participants must also control undesirable 
vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), insects, and rodents that may pose a threat to 
existing cover or adversely impact other landowners in the area.  

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking, and spraying, must be conducted 
outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife.  Georgia’s primary nesting season 
is April 1 through August 31.  However, spot treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the 
primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the weeds, insects, or undesirable species 
would adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot treatment is limited to the affected 
areas in the field and requires County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment. 
The County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed to maintain 
the approved cover.  

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times. 

 

USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage 
in 2018 

FSA today announced that starting Nov. 1, 2017, farmers and ranchers with base acres in the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for 
the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will end on Aug. 1, 2018.   

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by 
signing a contract each program year.   



The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm 
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment 
period.  

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed, and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
County Office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection 
Coverage Before Crop Sales Deadlines 

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.  

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. The 2014 
Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved, and limited 
resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted 
premiums for additional levels of protection."  

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail, and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.  

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.aspx.  

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that 
exceed 50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their 
expected production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics 
and crops marketed directly to consumers.  

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service 
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.    

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium 
costs.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.aspx
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx


 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership Loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations.  

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 
regular, down payment, and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan 
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.   

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends 
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of 
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA 
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment 
period for the loan is up to 40 years.  

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot 
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a 
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is 
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation 
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.   

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

Nondiscrimination Statement 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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