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A Special 2018 Ag Day Message from: 
Tas Smith, State Executive Director, 
Georgia Farm Service Agency 

National Agriculture Day Celebrates American Food and Fiber 
Production 

It’s National Agriculture Day, a day designated each year by the 
Agriculture Council of America (ACA) to celebrate the 
accomplishments of agriculture. Georgia Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) joins the council in recognizing farmers, ranchers and 
foresters for their contributions to the nation’s outstanding quality of 
life.  
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This year’s theme, Agriculture: Food for Life, spotlights the hard 
work of American producers who diligently work to provide food, 
fiber and more to the United States and countries around the world. 
To ensure a prosperous future for American agriculture, FSA 
provides continuous support to agriculturalists across the country. 

FSA is rural America’s engine for economic growth, job creation 
and development, offering local service to millions of rural 
producers. In fiscal year 2017, USDA Farm Loan programs 
provided $6 billion in support to producers across America, the 
second highest total in FSA history. FSA also distributed $1.6 billion 
in Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) payments to over 375,000 
Americans to improve water quality, reduce soil erosion and 
increase wildlife habitat.  

For agricultural producers who suffered market downturns in 2016, 
USDA is issuing approximately $8 billion in payments under the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs. USDA also continues to provide extensive assistance in 
response to natural disasters throughout the country, including last 
year’s hurricanes in Florida, Texas, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands, drought in the northern high plains, wildfires in the west 
and central plains, floods, tornados, freezes and other catastrophic 
weather events.  

To support beginning farmers and ranchers, Agriculture Secretary 
Sonny Perdue signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
officials from SCORE, the nation’s largest volunteer network of 
expert business mentors, to support new and beginning farmers. 
The agreement provides new help and resources for beginning 
ranchers, veterans, women, socially disadvantaged Americans and 
others, providing new tools to help them both grow and thrive in 
agribusiness.  

I am honored to administer programs that enable our producers to 
manage their risks when the agriculture industry faces hardship. On 
behalf of the Georgia Farm Service Agency, I would like to thank 
our agricultural producers for continuing to feed our nation and the 
world.  

 

 

USDA Helps Cotton Producers Maintain, Expand Domestic 
Market 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is taking action to assist cotton producers through a 
Cotton Ginning Cost Share (CGCS) program in order to expand and maintain the domestic 
marketing of cotton.   

The sign-up period for the CGCS program runs from March 12, 2018, to May 11, 2018.  
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Under the program, which is administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA), cotton producers 
may receive a cost share payment, which is based on a producer’s 2016 cotton acres reported to 
FSA multiplied by 20 percent of the average ginning cost for each production region.   

The CGCS payment rates for each region of the country are:  

Region             States                                              Cost of Ginning       CGCS Payment Rate   

                                                                                  Per Acre                       

 Southeast         Alabama, Florida, Georgia,                      

                        N. Carolina, S. Carolina, Virginia       $116.05                        $23.21 

 Mid-South        Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana 

                        Missouri, Mississippi, Tennessee      $151.97                        $30.39 

Southwest        Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas                $98.26                          $19.65 

West                Arizona, California, New Mexico      $240.10                          $48.02 

CGCS payments are capped at $40,000 per producer. To qualify for the program, cotton producers 
must meet conservation compliance provisions, be actively engaged in farming and have adjusted 
gross incomes not exceeding $900,000. FSA will mail letters and pre-filled applications to all eligible 
cotton producers.   

The program was established under the statutory authority of the Commodity Credit Corporation 
Charter Act.  

To learn more about the CGCS program, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/cgcs or contact a local FSA 
County Office. To find your local FSA County Office, visit the USDA’s new website: 
https://www.farmers.gov/. 

 

Georgia FSA Announces Changes to Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), administered by the USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA), provides financial assistance to producers of crops not insured by Federal 
Crop Insurance to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or 
prevented planting.  

Changes to NAP authorized in Georgia for crop year 2019 are as follows:  

 Non-irrigated fruits and vegetables are not approved for coverage for 2019 and subsequent 
years, with the exception of the following 11 northeast Georgia counties:  Dawson, Fannin, 
Gilmer, Habersham, Lumpkin, Murray, Pickens, Rabun, Towns, Union, and White.     

 Direct seeded peppers are ineligible for coverage under NAP.  Transplanting with 8-12 
week transplants is required.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/cgcs
https://www.farmers.gov/


 Producers must abide by the crop rotation restrictions found on chemical labels in order to 
be eligible for NAP benefits.  

Eligible producers can apply for coverage using form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage." 
Producers must file the application and pay an administrative service fee prior to the application 
closing date for the crop being insured. Most spring-seeded crops have an application closing date 
of January 31 and permanent pasture has an application closing date of August 15 of the preceding 
year. The service fee is the lesser of $250 per crop or $750 per producer per administrative county, 
not to exceed a total of $1,875 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  Producers 
may elect higher levels of coverage.  Contact your local County Office to discuss buy-up coverage 
and the premiums associated.  

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers may request a waiver of the service 
fee and a 50 percent premium reduction when the application for coverage is filed.  

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, contact your local FSA 
County Office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.  

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.   

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your 
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site 
preparation or ground disturbance.   

Remember to contact your local FSA County Office early in your planning process to determine 
what level of environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be 
completed timely.   

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA 
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.  

 

2018 Acreage Reporting Dates 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local County FSA Office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Georgia:  

May 15, 2018                          Sweet Corn (Planted 8/26-5/15), Tobacco, Tomatoes (Planted 8/16-
4/5) 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap


July 15, 2018                           All other crops                      

August 15, 2018                      Tomatoes (Planted 7/1-8/15)                

September 15, 2018               Sweet Corn (Planted 7/15-8/25) 

October 15, 2018                    Cabbage (Planted 7/16-9/30)  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.   

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the FSA County Office.   

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15.  

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. For questions regarding crop certification and crop 
loss reports, please contact your FSA County Office.   

 

2018 Livestock Losses 

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced 
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock 
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme 
cold.   

For 2018, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2018, and no later than 60 calendar days 
from the ending date of the applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss must be 
filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. Participants must provide the 
following supporting documentation to their local FSA County Office no later than 90 calendar days 
after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.   

 Proof of death documentation 

 Copy of growers contracts  

 Proof of normal mortality documentation  

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, 
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 4%. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” 
conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2018 must file both of the following:  

 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent  

 An application for payment by March 31, 2019.  



Additional information about LIP is available at your local FSA County Office or online at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, 
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.   

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and 
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.                 

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, 
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss 
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.  

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.  

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2017 to 
Sept. 30, 2018 must file:  

 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by Nov. 1, 
2018 

 An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2018  

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.   

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:  

 ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  

 ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 

 ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet  

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 

Firearms and Dangerous Weapons Forbidden In Federal 
Facilities 

USDA Service Centers and Farm Service Agency Offices are Off Limits for Firearms  

This is an important reminder to all customers and patrons of USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
offices and USDA Service Centers statewide that firearms are forbidden (even with a 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets


permit/license) in Federal Buildings. A Federal Building by definition is any building owned, 
leased or rented by the Federal Government, where Federal employees are regularly present for 
the purpose of performing their official duties.  

The items that are prohibited in Federal facilities include any item prohibited by any applicable 
Federal, State, local, and tribal law and/or ordinance, as well as firearms, dangerous weapons, 
explosives, or other destructive devices (including their individual parts or components) designed, 
redesigned, used, intended for use, or readily converted to cause injury, death, or property damage. 
Possession of firearms and dangerous weapons in Federal facilities as outlined above is a crime 
punishable by fines and imprisonment.  

For a complete list of items prohibited in Federal facilities, please view and/or download the 
document titled, Items Prohibited from Federal Facilities: An Interagency Security Committee 
Standard: http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/isc-items-prohibited-federal-facilities-
feb-2013-508.pdf. The lists of prohibited items outlined in this document apply to all facility 
occupants, contractors, and the visiting public. 

If you have questions or concerns regarding this notification, please contact your local FSA County 
Office–http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and 
ranchers.  

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders.   

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria.  

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of 
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.  
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USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations.  

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.  

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA County Office.  

 

Nondiscrimination Statement 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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