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Perdue Announces Additional Hurricane 
and Wildfire Recovery Details 

Under the direction of President Donald J. Trump, U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced new details on 
eligibility for a new U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) disaster 
program, 2017 Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program (2017 
WHIP). In total, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will deploy the 
up to $2.36 billion that Congress appropriated through the 
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 to help producers with recovery of 
their agricultural operations in at least nine states with hurricane 
damage and states impacted by wildfire. Following the 
announcement, Secretary Perdue issued this statement: 
 
“Last year our nation experienced some of the most significant 
disasters we have seen in decades, some back-to-back, at the 
most critical time in their production year. While USDA has a suite 
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of disaster programs as well as crop insurance available to help 
producers manage their risk, Congress felt it was important to 
provide extra assistance to our nation’s farms and ranches that 
were the hardest hit last year,” Secretary Perdue said. “At President 
Trump’s direction, our team is working as quickly as possible 
to make this new program available to farmers in need.  Our aim is 
to provide excellent customer service, building on efforts which 
began the day the storm hit.”  

Key Updates Include:  

 Hurricane Recovery: To be eligible a crop, tree, bush or 
vine must be located in a primary disaster county with 
either a Presidential declaration or a Secretarial 
designation due to a 2017 hurricane. Crops, trees, bushes 
or vines located in other counties may also be eligible if the 
producer provides documentation the loss was caused by 
a 2017 hurricane.  

 Wildfire Recovery: Any crop, tree, bush or vine, damaged 
by a 2017 wildfire is eligible.   

 Eligible Producers: Eligibility will be determined on an 
individual basis, using the level of insurance coverage 
purchased for 2017 for the total crop acres on the area for 
which the WHIP application is made.  Eligible producers 
who certify to an average adjusted gross income (AGI) of at 
least 75 percent derived from farming or ranching, including 
other agriculture and forestry-based businesses during the 
tax years 2013, 2014 and 2015, will be eligible for a 
$900,000 payment limitation with verification. All other 
eligible producers requesting 2017 WHIP benefits will be 
subject to a $125,000 payment limitation.  

 Crop Insurance Requirement: Both insured and uninsured 
producers are eligible to apply for WHIP. However, all 
producers opting to receive 2017 WHIP payments will be 
required to purchase crop insurance at the 60% coverage 
level, or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) at the 60% buy up coverage level if crop insurance 
is not available. Coverage must be in place for the next two 
applicable crop years to meet program requirements.   

 Acreage Reporting Requirements: In addition, for the 
applicable crop years, all producers are required to file an 
acreage report and report production (if applicable).   

 Payment Formula: FSA will calculate WHIP payments with 
this formula:  

Payment = Expected Value of the Crop x WHIP Factor - Value of 
Crop Harvested - Insurance Indemnity  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ga


The WHIP factor ranges from 65 percent to 95 percent.  Producers 
who did not insure their crops in 2017 will receive a 65 percent 
WHIP Factor. Insured producers, or producers who had NAP, will 
receive between 70 percent and 95 percent WHIP Factors; those 
purchasing higher levels of coverage will receive higher WHIP 
Factors. 

 

 

Georgia Farmers and Ranchers: Time is Running Out to 
Complete the 2017 Census of Agriculture  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is 
reminding Georgia farmers and ranchers that the window is closing on the opportunity to participate 
in the 2017 Census of Agriculture.  

“NASS is grateful for the response from producers to date, but it is important that others who 
received a Census questionnaire join their neighbors, colleagues, friends, and family in being part of 
the Census count,” said NASS Southern Regional Director Jim Ewing.  

“If you produced and sold $1,000 or more of agricultural product in 2017, or normally would have 
produced and sold that much, we need to hear from you,” said Ewing. “If you’re a landowner who 
leases your land to a producer, we need to hear from you. If you received a census but do not fit 
this definition of a farm, please write your status on the form and send it back.” Ewing noted that 
NASS has already begun to follow up with producers who have not yet completed the 
questionnaire. “We sent the questionnaire to many potential farmers and ranchers who may not be 
familiar with it,” said Ewing. 

The Census of Agriculture is the only comprehensive source of Georgia county level data. Georgia 
agriculture has changed since 2012 and this is the opportunity to quantify that change. 

Georgia producers can respond to the 2017 Census of Agriculture online at 
www.agcounts.usda.gov or by mail. The same law, Title 7 USC 2204(g) Public Law 105-113, that 
requires response also requires NASS to keep all information confidential, to use the data only for 
statistical purposes, and to only publish in aggregate form to prevent disclosing the identity of any 
individual producer or farm operation. NASS will release Census results in February 2019.  

For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture or for assistance with the questionnaire, 
visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call toll-free (888) 424-7828.  

 

Farm Service Agency Makes Administrative Change to the 
Livestock Indemnity Program 

Starting today, agricultural producers who have lost livestock to disease, resulting from a weather 
disaster, have an additional way to become eligible for the Livestock Indemnity Program.   

In the event of disease, this change by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) authorizes local FSA 
county committees to accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were directly related to 
adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. The 
committees may then use this certification to allow eligibility for producers on a case-by-case basis 
for LIP.  

http://www.agcounts.usda.gov/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-indemnity/index


LIP provides benefits to agricultural producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality 
caused by adverse weather, disease or by attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the 
federal government. Eligible weather events include earthquakes, hail, tornadoes, hurricanes, 
storms, blizzard and flooding.   

Producers interested in LIP or other USDA disaster assistance programs should contact their local 
USDA service center. 

 

FSA County Committee Elections for 2018 

As the planting, reporting, and harvesting season begins, Georgia State Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) is initiating the 2018 County Committee Elections.  FSA County Committees are a critical 
component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local administration 
of federal farm programs.  Farmers and ranchers who are elected to serve on FSA County 
Committees apply their judgment and knowledge to help with the decisions necessary to administer 
FSA programs in their counties, ensuring the needs of local producers are met.  FSA County 
Committees operate within official federal regulations and provide local input on: 

 Income safety-net loans and payments, including setting county average yields for 
commodities; 

 Conservation programs; 

 Incentive, indemnity and disaster payments for some commodities; 

 Emergency programs; and 

 Payment eligibility.  

Every eligible agricultural producer should participate in FSA County Committee Elections – 
whether you are a beginning or established producer, historically underserved producer, or whether 
you have a large or small operation – because FSA County Committees are your link with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.    

Here are some important Election Dates to consider:  

June 15, 2018 – The nomination period begins for specific LAA’s in your local FSA    
County Office Forms can be requested by your local FSA County Office.  

August 1, 2018 – Last day to file nomination forms at your local FSA County Office  

November 5, 2018 – Ballots mailed to eligible voters  

December 3, 2018 – Last day to return voted ballots to your local FSA County Office.  

January 1, 2019 – Newly elected county committee members take office.    

If you have any questions or would like to nominate a fellow producer or yourself, please contact 
your local FSA County office. 
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USDA Reopens Enrollment for Improved Dairy Safety Net 
Tool 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency encourages dairy producers to consider enrolling in the new and 
improved Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy), which will provide better protections for 
dairy producers from shifting milk and feed prices. With changes authorized under the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2018, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has 
set the enrollment period to run from April 9, 2018 to June 1, 2018.  

About the Program:  

The program protects dairy producers by paying them when the difference between the national all-
milk price and the national average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount 
elected by the producer.  

Changes include:  

 Calculations of the margin period are monthly rather than bi-monthly. 

 Covered production is increased to 5 million pounds on the Tier 1 premium schedule, and 
premium rates for Tier 1 are substantially lowered.   

 An exemption from paying an administrative fee for limited resource, beginning, veteran, 
and disadvantaged producers. Dairy operators enrolled in the previous 2018 enrollment 
period that qualify for this exemption under the new provisions may request a refund. 

Dairy operations must make a new coverage election for 2018, even if you enrolled during the 
previous 2018 signup period. Coverage elections made for 2018 will be retroactive to January 1, 
2018. All dairy operations desiring coverage must sign up during the enrollment period and submit 
an appropriate form (CCC-782) and dairy operations may still “opt out” by not submitting a form. All 
outstanding balances for 2017 and prior years must be paid in full before 2018 coverage is 
approved.   

Dairy producers can participate in FSA’s MPP-Dairy or the Risk Management Agency’s Livestock 
Gross Margin Insurance Plan for Dairy Cattle (LGM-Dairy), but not both. During the 2018 enrollment 
period, only producers with an active LGM-Dairy policy who have targeted marketings insured in 
2018 months will be allowed to enroll in MPP-Dairy by June 1, 2018; however, their coverage will 
start only after active target marketings conclude under LGM-Dairy.   

USDA has a web tool to help producers determine the level of coverage under the MPP-Dairy that 
will provide them with the strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. The online resource, 
which has been updated and available since April 9 at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy 
farmers to quickly and easily combine unique operation data and other key variables to calculate 
their coverage needs based on price projections. Producers can also review historical data or 
estimate future coverage based on data projections. The secure site can be accessed via computer, 
smartphone, tablet or any other platform. 

USDA is mailing postcards advising dairy producers of the changes. For more information, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or contact your local USDA service center.  
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2018 Acreage Reporting Dates 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their Local County FSA Office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Georgia:  

May 15, 2018                Sweet Corn (Planted 8/26-5/15), Tobacco, Tomatoes (Planted 8/16-4/5) 

July 15, 2018                All other crops                      

August 15, 2018           Tomatoes (Planted 7/1-8/15)               

September 15, 2018     Sweet Corn (Planted 7/15-8/25) 

October 15, 2018          Cabbage (Planted 7/16-9/30)  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.   

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Office.   

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15. Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policyholders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. For questions regarding crop certification 
and crop loss reports, please contact the Local FSA Office.  

 

Other USDA Disaster Assistance Programs 

The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 removed program year payment limitations and increased the 
acreage cap for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP), a nationwide program that provides owners of 
orchards, vineyards and nurseries with cost share assistance to replant eligible trees, bushes, and 
vines following a natural disaster. For example, the program will help owners of citrus groves in 
Florida, avocado trees in California, coffee plantations in Puerto Rico and vineyards reduce the cost 
of replanting, and speed recovery from the loss of fruit and nut trees, bushes, and vines.  

Prior to the Act, there was a combined program year payment limitation of $125,000 for ELAP, LIP 
and LFP per person or legal entity.  The Tree Assistance Program (TAP) had its own $125,000 
payment limitation.  The Act removed the program year per person and legal entity payment 
limitation for LIP and TAP.  As a result of the Act, a $125,000 per person and legal entity single 
payment limitation applies to the total amount of program year payments received under both ELAP 
and the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and program payments under LIP and TAP no 
longer have payment limits.  

Under the updated program, as amended by the Act, growers are eligible to be partly reimbursed for 
losses on up to 1,000 acres per program year, double the previous acreage limit of 500 acres.   

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/tree-assistance-program/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-forage/index


In total, it is estimated that the Act will enable USDA to provide more than $3 billion in disaster 
assistance, including the $2.36 billion announced last week to be made available through FSA’s 
new 2017 Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program. This includes $400 million made available 
for the Emergency Conservation Program, which helps farmers and ranchers repair damage to 
farmlands caused by natural disasters. As signups across the country are completed, additional 
applications will be funded.  

According to the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the United States 
was impacted by 16 separate billion-dollar disaster events in 2017 including: three tropical cyclones, 
eight severe storms, two inland floods, a crop freeze, drought and wildfire. More than 25 million 
people – almost eight percent of the population – were affected by major disasters. From severe 
flooding in Puerto Rico and Texas to mudslides and wildfires in California, major natural disasters 
caused catastrophic damages, with an economic impact totaling more than $300 billion.  

For Assistance 

Producers with operations impacted by natural disasters and diseases in 2018 are encouraged to 
contact their local USDA service center to apply for assistance through ELAP, TAP, LIP and LFP. 

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations.  

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.  

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.  

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations.   

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/emergency-conservation/index
https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?field_counties_served_target_id=All
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/farm-ownership-loans/index


Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan 
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.   

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends 
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of 
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA 
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment 
period for the loan is up to 40 years.  

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot 
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a 
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is 
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation 
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.   

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Maintaining Good Credit History 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit 
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are 
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash 
flow.   

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in 
conducting FSA business.  

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will 
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is 
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.  

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.  

 Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can 
be an effective way to remember payment due dates. 

 Pay down existing debt. 

 Keep your credit card balances low. 

 Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts. FSA’s farm loan staff will guide 
you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a loan after improving or 
correcting your credit report. For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

Nondiscrimination Statement 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/microloans/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 


