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USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net
Coverage in 2018
Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk
Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program
still have time to enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment
period for farms without generic base acres will end on Sept. 28,
2018. Producers with generic base acres have until Dec. 7, 2018,
to allocate generic base acres, update yields, make a program
election for seed cotton base acres and enroll farms that formerly
contained generic base acres.
Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-toyear, producers must enroll by signing a contract each
program year.
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The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018
enrollment period will not be eligible for financial assistance from
the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or
farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks
established by the program. Producers who made their elections in
previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment period.
The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill
and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when there is a
substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower
seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed, wheat and upland
cotton. For more details regarding these programs, go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.
For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local
FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit
https://www.farmers.gov/.

Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) Educational Tool Available for Farms with Generic Base
Acres that Planted Seed Cotton
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is notifying farmers with generic base acres that planted seed cotton
that a new tool is available to assist them in understanding how the new seed cotton program may
affect their FSA payments. It helps a producer make decisions on how to allocate generic base
acres to other covered crops based on a producer’s planting history.
The educational tool can be viewed at https://www.afpc.tamu.edu/tools/cotton-base.
Developed by Texas A&M University, the tool is for educational purposes only, and by using the
tool, it is agreed that the results are not a guarantee of future FSA program parameters or
payments. Users also acknowledge that this tool is provided with absolutely no warranty, without
even the implied warranty of fitness for a particular purpose.
The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 included seed cotton as a covered commodity under the
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program effective for the 2018
crop year. The Act also authorizes owners of a farm with generic base acres and a recent history of
covered commodities a one-time opportunity to update the farm’s payment yield for seed cotton.
Complete details of this decision are available by reading the Notice
(https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Notice/arcplc50.pdf)
Or by contacting your State or County FSA Office http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Launches Trade Mitigation Programs
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due
to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign up
for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP).
USDA provided details in August of the programs to be employed. USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) will administer the Market Facilitation Program (MFP) to provide payments to corn, cotton,
dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers. An announcement about further payments will
be made in the coming months, if warranted. USDA is currently working to determine how to
address market disruptions for producers of almonds and sweet cherries.
The sign-up period for MFP is now open and runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and
instructions provided at www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to cotton, corn, dairy, hog,
sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers who have been significantly impacted by actions of foreign
governments resulting in the loss of traditional exports. Eligible producers should apply after
harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued once production is reported.
A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP
rate for a specific commodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the
USDA.
Market Facilitation Program
Commodity

Initial Payment Rate

Est. Initial Payment** (in $1,000s)

Cotton
Corn
Dairy (milk)
Pork (hogs)
Soybeans
Sorghum
Wheat
Total

$0.06/lb.
$0.01/bu.
$0.12/cwt.
$8.00/head
$1.65/bu.
$0.86/bu.
$0.14/bu.

$276,900
$96,000
$127,400
$290,300
$3,629,700
$156,800
$119,200
$4,696,300

**Initial payment rate on 50% of production
MFP payments are limited to a combined $125,000 for corn, cotton, sorghum, soybeans, and wheat
capped per person or legal entity. MFP payments are also limited to a combined $125,000 for dairy
and hog producers. Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years
2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the
Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations.
For more further information or to locate and contact local FSA offices, interested producers can
visit www.farmers.gov.

Nearly $2 Billion Now Available for Eligible Producers
Affected by 2017 Hurricanes and Wildfires
Agricultural producers affected by hurricanes and wildfires in 2017 now may apply for assistance to
help recover and rebuild their farming operations. Signup begins July 16, 2018, and continues
through Nov. 16, 2018.
Hurricanes and wildfires caused billions of dollars in losses to America’s farmers last year. Our
objective is to get relief funds into the hands of eligible producers as quickly as possible. We are
making immediate, initial payments of up to 50 percent of the calculated assistance so producers
can pay their bills.
Additional payments will be issued, if funds remain available, later in the year.
The program, known as the 2017 Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program (2017 WHIP) was
authorized by Congress earlier this year by the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018.
Eligible crops, trees, bushes, or vines, located in a county declared in a Presidential Emergency
Disaster Declaration or Secretarial Disaster Designation as a primary county are eligible for
assistance if the producer suffered a loss as a result of a 2017 hurricane. Also, losses located in a
county not designated as a primary county may be eligible if the producer provides documentation
showing that the loss was due to a hurricane or wildfire in 2017. A list of counties that received
qualifying hurricane declarations and designations is available at
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/wildfires-andhurricanes-indemnity-program/index. Eligibility is determined by Farm Service Agency (FSA)
county committees.
Agricultural production losses due to conditions caused by last year’s wildfires and hurricanes,
including excessive rain, high winds, flooding, mudslides, fire, and heavy smoke, could qualify for
assistance through the program. Typically, 2017 WHIP is only designed to provide assistance for
production losses, however, if quality was taken into consideration under the insurance or
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy, where production was further
adjusted, the adjusted production will be used in calculating assistance under this program.
Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or NAP coverage is available,
excluding crops intended for grazing. A list of crops covered by crop insurance is available through
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Actuarial Information Browser at
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser.
Eligibility will be determined for each producer based on the size of the loss and the level of
insurance coverage elected by the producer. A WHIP factor will be determined for each crop based
on the producer’s coverage level. Producers who elected higher coverage levels will receive a
higher WHIP factor.
The 2017 WHIP payment factor ranges from 65 percent to 95 percent, depending upon the level of
crop insurance coverage or NAP coverage that a producer obtained for the crop. Producers who did
not insure their crops in 2017 will receive 65 percent of the expected value of the crop. Insured
producers will receive between 70 percent and 95 percent of expected value; those who purchased
the highest levels of coverage will receive 95-percent coverage.
Each eligible producer requesting 2017 WHIP benefits will be subject to a payment limitation of
either $125,000 or $900,000, depending upon their average adjusted gross income, which will be
verified. The payment limit is $125,000 if less than 75 percent of the person or legal entity’s average

adjusted gross income is average adjusted gross farm income. The payment limit is $900,000, if 75
percent or more of the average adjusted gross income of the person or legal entity is average
adjusted gross farm income.
Both insured and uninsured producers are eligible to apply for 2017 WHIP. However, all producers
receiving 2017 WHIP payments will be required to purchase crop insurance and/or NAP, at the 60
percent coverage level or higher, for the next two available crop years to meet statutory
requirements. Producers who fail to purchase crop insurance for the next two applicable years will
be required to pay back the 2017 WHIP payment.
To help expedite payments, a producer who does not have records established at the local USDA
service center are encouraged to do so early in the process. To establish a record for a farm, a
producer needs:
•
•
•

Proof of identity: driver’s license and Social Security number/card;
Copy of recorder deed, survey plat, rental, or lease agreement of the land. A producer does
not have to own property to participate in FSA programs;
Corporation, estate, or trust documents, if applicable

Once signup begins, a producer will be asked to provide verifiable and reliable production records. If
a producer is unable to provide production records, USDA will calculate the yield based on the
county average yield. A producer with this information on file does not need to provide the
information again.
For more information on FSA disaster assistance programs, please contact your local USDA service
center or visit https://www.farmers.gov/recover/whip.

USDA Assistance is Available to Georgia Pecan Growers
Affected by 2017 Weather Events
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that assistance
is available for pecan growers in Georgia to replant and replace trees through the Tree Assistance
Program (TAP) as they recover from the impacts of 2017 weather events.
Funding will be provided through TAP, a program administered by FSA. Up to $15 million is
available to eligible pecan orchardists or pecan nursery tree growers for certain mortality losses
incurred during 2017. To be eligible, the grower must have suffered a mortality loss on a stand in
excess of 7.5 percent, but less than 15 percent, adjusted for normal mortality.
The assistance was made to eligible pecan orchardists and pecan nursery tree growers by
Congress through the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2018. To qualify for a TAP payment for
pecan tree losses, orchardists and nursery tree growers must have:
•
•
•

planted, or be considered to have planted (by purchase before the loss of existing stock
planted for commercial purposes) pecan trees for commercial purposes, or have a
production history, for commercial purposes, of planted or existing trees;
suffered a qualifying pecan tree loss in excess of 7.5 percent mortality (after adjustment for
normal mortality), from Jan. 1, 2017, through Dec. 31, 2017; and
continuously owned the stand from the time of the disaster until the time that the TAP
application is submitted.

For more information about TAP, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/tap or contact your local FSA office. To
find your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov.

2018 Acreage Reporting Dates
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
the local County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Georgia:
September 15, 2018

Sweet Corn (Planted 7/15-8/25)

October 15, 2018

Cabbage (Planted 7/16-9/30)

Nov. 15, 2018

grass certification (2019 crop year)

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:
•
•
•

If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.
If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.
If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. For questions regarding crop certification
and crop loss reports, please contact the local County FSA Office.

Organic Certification Cost Share Program
The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to
producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification
under the National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of
their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2017, through Sept. 30, 2018, not to exceed $750 per
certification scope.
Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments
and postage.
Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations.
Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA County Offices or they may apply
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-andservices/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized.

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms"
and entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page.
To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a
local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov.

FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to
provide farmers and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm information using their
home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or export their personal farm data all
without visiting an FSA County Office.
The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA
data, such as base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program
acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation status information, field
boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, contact information and membership interest
and shares in the operation. This data will be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and
allow operators and owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can
electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer.
Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This
level of security ensures that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be
obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and then visiting
your local FSA office to finalize access.
For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local FSA office.
To find your local FSA County Office, click http://offices.usda.gov.

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented preauthorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.
PAD payments are preauthorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a
financial institution.
PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can
only be established for future payments.
To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search
for “Form 3550-28.”

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD
DCFO.
PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost.
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment
rejections within a three month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA.
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.
For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.
Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans:
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.
Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment
period for the loan is up to 40 years.
To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.
For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Nondiscrimination Statement
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status,
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

