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Nominations Open for the 2020 County 
Committee Elections  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, and FSA program 
participants to take part in the Georgia County Committee election 
nomination process. 

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day 
operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local 
administration of federal farm programs. 

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers 
responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm 
programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to 
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the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a 
local decision making and farm program delivery process. 

A county committee is composed of 3 to 11 elected members from 
local administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a three-year 
term. One-third of the seats on these committees are open for 
election each year. 

County committees may have an appointed advisor to further 
represent the local interests of underserved farmers and ranchers. 
Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority 
farmers and ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have 
limited resources. 

All nomination forms for the 2020 election must be postmarked or 
received in the local USDA Service Center by Aug. 1, 2020 (or next 
business day). For more information on FSA county committee 
elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to 
Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online at: 
fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

 

 

Farmers and Ranchers in Georgia Can Now Apply for 
Financial Assistance through USDA’s Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program (CFAP) 

Online Tools and Toll-Free Number Available to Assist Producers 

Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), 
which provides direct payments to offset impacts from the coronavirus pandemic. The application 
and a payment calculator are now available online, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) staff 
members are available via phone, fax and online tools to help producers complete applications. The 
agency set up a call center in order to simplify how they serve new customers across the nation. 

Applications will be accepted through August 28, 2020. Through CFAP, USDA is making available 
$16 billion for vital financial assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who have suffered a 
five-percent-or-greater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant marketing 
costs as a result of lower demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and the 
orderly marketing of commodities. 

We also want to remind producers that the program is structured to ensure the availability of funding 
for all eligible producers who apply.   

In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their maximum total payment upon approval 
of the application. The remaining portion of the payment, not to exceed the payment limit, will be 
paid at a later date nationwide, as funds remain available. 

Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap. 
Also, on that webpage, producers can find a payment calculator to help identify sales and inventory 
records needed to apply and calculate potential payments. 
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Additionally, producers in search of one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call 
877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a good first 
step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local USDA Service 
Center. 

 

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers 
Impacted by COVID-19  

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan 
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans 
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In 
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one 
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster. 

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside 
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations 
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office. 

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to 
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to 
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current 
production cycle. 

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for 
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants 
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and 
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed 
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office 
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some 
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the 
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program 
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request 
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an 
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.  

USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will 
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into 
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. 
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center 
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 
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USDA Reports Record Enrollment in Key Farm Safety-Net 
Programs  

Producers signed a record 1.77 million contracts for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2019 crop year, which is 
more than 107 percent of the total contracts signed compared with a 5-year average. USDA also 
reminds producers that June 30 is the deadline to enroll in ARC and PLC for the 2020 crop year. 

Producers interested in enrolling for 2020 should contact their FSA county office. Producers must 
enroll by June 30 and make their one-time update to PLC payment yields by September 30. 

FSA attributes the significant participation in the 2019 crop year ARC and PLC programs to 
increased producer interest in the programs under the 2018 Farm Bill and to an increase in eligible 
farms because of the selling and buying of farms and new opportunities for beginning farmers and 
military veterans with farms having 10 or fewer base acres. Enrollment for 2019 ended March 16. 

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and 
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue 
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools 
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their 
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

For more information on ARC and PLC, download the program fact sheet or the 2014-2018 farm 
bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. To locate the nearest USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-
center-locator. 

 

USDA Announces Loan Maturity for Marketing Assistance 
Loans Now Extended to 12 Months 

Agricultural producers now have more time to repay Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) as part of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s implementation of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act of 2020. The loans now mature at 12 months rather than 9, and this flexibility 
is available for most commodities. 

Effective immediately, producers of eligible commodities now have up to 12 months to repay their 
commodity loans. The maturity extension applies to nonrecourse loans for crop years 2018, 2019 
and 2020. Eligible open loans must be in good standing with a maturity date of March 31, 2020, or 
later or new crop year (2019 or 2020) loans requested by September 30, 2020. All new loans 
requested by September 30, 2020, will have a maturity date 12 months following the date of 
approval. 

The maturity extension for current, active loans will be automatically extended an additional three 
months. Loans that matured March 31 have already been automatically extended by USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). Producers who prefer a nine-month loan will need to contact their local FSA 
county office. Loans requested after September 30, 2020, will have a term of nine months. 
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Eligible commodities include barley, chickpeas (small and large), corn, cotton (upland and extra-
long staple), dry peas, grain sorghum, honey, lentils, mohair, oats, peanuts, rice (long and medium 
grain), soybeans, unshorn pelts, wheat, wool (graded and nongraded); and other oilseeds, including 
canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sunflower seed, and sesame seed. 
Seed cotton and sugar are not eligible. 

About MALs 

Placing commodities under loan provides producers interim financing to meet cash flow needs 
without having to sell their commodities when market prices are low and allows producers to store 
production for more orderly marketing of commodities throughout the year.  

These loans are considered nonrecourse because the commodity is pledged as loan collateral, and 
producers have the option of delivering the pledged collateral to the Commodity Credit Corporation 
(CCC) for repayment of the outstanding loan at maturity.   

MAL Repayment  

Under the new maturity provisions, producers can still repay the loan as they would have before the 
extension: 

• repay the MAL on or before the maturity date; 

• upon maturity by delivering or forfeiting the commodity to CCC as loan repayment; or 

• after maturity and before CCC acquires the farm-stored commodity by repaying the 
outstanding MAL principle and interest.   

Marketing Loan Gains 

A Marketing Loan Gain occurs when an MAL is repaid at less than the loan principal. If market gain 
is applicable during the now-extended loan period, producers can receive a gain on the repayment 
made before the loan matures. 

For more information on MALs, contact the nearest FSA county office. USDA Service Centers, 
including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will 
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into 
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. 
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center 
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.  

 

USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage 
Changes to July 15 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial 
forage for 2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all 
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.  
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Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or 
failed acreage, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for 
livestock owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility. 

Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following: 

• the established acreage reporting date (July 15) 

• 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being 
reported 

• the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period.   

 

USDA Reminds Producers to Complete Crop Acreage 
Reports 

The Georgia County Office for USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) are currently open to phone 
and virtual appointments only but can still work with producers on timely filing crop acreage reports. 
FSA staff can provide assistance over the phone, by email and through virtual meetings via 
Microsoft Teams. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Georgia: 

July 15, 2020                            All other Crops, Perennial Forage 
August 15, 2020                       Tomatoes (Planted 7/15 – 8/15) 
September 15, 2020                 Sweet Corn (Planted 7/15 – 8/25) 
October 15, 2020                      Cabbage (Planted 7/16 – 9/30) 
December 15, 2020                  Onions (Planted 9/20 – 10/20) 

“In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers must file an accurate 
crop acreage report by the applicable deadline,” said Westmoreland, Acting State Executive 
Director. Our FSA staff is still able to assist producers in completing acreage reports, including 
providing maps.” 

FSA county offices in Georgia are providing maps to producers through mail or email with 
instructions for completing the maps. After planting is complete, producers should return completed 
maps and the acreage reporting sheet by mail, email or fax by the applicable crop acreage reporting 
deadline. 

After completed maps and all acreage reporting information is received, FSA will make software 
updates and mail or email producers the completed Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) to sign. 
Producers must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office through mail, 
email or fax by the applicable crop acreage reporting deadline. 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. 



Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 
 
Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural 
disaster, were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-
576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as 
established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 
 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the 
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 
 
If you have applied for organic certification and do not receive it before the acreage 
reporting deadline, you may provide the necessary documentation to FSA immediately 
upon receipt from the certifying agent. 
 
For questions, please contact your local FSA County Office. 

 

Maintaining Good Credit History 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit 
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are 
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash 
flow. 

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in 
conducting FSA business. 

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will 
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is 
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies. 

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score. 

• Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can 
be an effective way to remember payment due dates. 

• Pay down existing debt. 

• Keep your credit card balances low. 

• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts.   
 
FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply 
for a loan after improving or correcting your credit report.  For more information on FSA 
farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary 
to be a success. Part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is 
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for 
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borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s 
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation; 

• Any significant changes to family income or expenses; 
The development of problem situations; 
Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 
 
In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or 
FSA on time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing 
options.  For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov.   

 

Sign In/Sign Up! 

Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have new online options to access U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) programs. Through USDA’s new streamlined process, producers doing 
business as an individual can now register, track and manage their applications for the Market 
Facilitation Program (MFP) on the secure and convenient  farmers.gov. Producers doing business 
as an individual first need to sign up for the Level 2 eAuthentication access. Currently USDA 
eAuthentication does not have the mechanism to issue accounts to businesses, corporations, other 
entities or for anyone acting on behalf of another individual or entity. 

o Step 1: Create an online account at www.eauth.usda.gov  
o Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the online self-service identity 

verification method or by completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA 
Service Center. 

o Step 3: You’re enrolled 
o Step 4:  Contact your local USDA Service Center to have your new Level 2 account 

linked with your USDA customer record 
o Step 5:  You’re ready to Log In 

Users with a secure Level 2 eAuthentication ID linked to their USDA customer record can apply for 
select USDA programs, view and print farm maps and farm records data.  Enrolling is easy!  Visit 
farmers.gov/sign-in to learn more. 
 
To locate a Service Center near you or use online services not requiring eAunthentication access, 
visit farmers.gov.  For technical assistance, call the eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-457-3642. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 

 

Questions?  
Contact Us  
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