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May Margin Triggers Dairy Margin
Coverage Program Payment
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA)
today announced that the May 2020 income over feed cost margin
was $5.37 per hundredweight (cwt.), triggering the third payment of
2020 for dairy producers who purchased the appropriate level of
coverage under the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program.
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To date, FSA has issued more than $176 million in program
benefits to dairy producers who purchased DMC coverage for
2020.
Authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill, DMC is a voluntary risk
management program that offers protection to dairy producers
when the difference between the all-milk price and the average
feed price (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected
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by the producer. Over 13,000 operations enrolled in the program for
the 2020 calendar year.
Although DMC enrollment for 2020 coverage has closed, signup for
2021 coverage will begin October 13 and will run through
December 11, 2020.
All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some
that are open to visitors to conduct business in person by
appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct
business with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or
any other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule
an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments
will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel
and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors
may also be required to wear a face covering during their
appointment. Field work will continue with appropriate social
distancing. Our program delivery staff will be in the office, and they
will be working with our producers in office, by phone, and using
online tools. More information can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.
For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage or contact
your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office,
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

Additional Commodities Eligible for Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced an initial list of additional commodities that
have been added to the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), and that the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) made other adjustments to the program based on comments
received from agricultural producers and organizations and review of market data. Producers will be
able to submit applications that include these commodities on Monday, July 13, 2020. USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting through Aug. 28, 2020, applications for CFAP, which helps
offset price declines and additional marketing costs because of the Coronavirus pandemic. USDA
expects additional eligible commodities to be announced in the coming weeks.
USDA collected comments and supporting data for consideration of additional commodities through
June 22, 2020.
Changes to CFAP include:
•

Adding the following commodities: alfalfa sprouts, anise, arugula, basil, bean sprouts,
beets, blackberries, Brussels sprouts, celeriac (celery root), chives, cilantro, coconuts,
collard greens, dandelion greens, greens (others not listed separately), guava, kale greens,
lettuce – including Boston, green leaf, Lolla Rossa, oak leaf green, oak leaf red and red leaf
– marjoram, mint, mustard, okra, oregano, parsnips, passion fruit, peas (green), pineapple,
pistachios, radicchio, rosemary, sage, savory, sorrel, fresh sugarcane, Swiss chard, thyme
and turnip top greens.

•

Expanding for seven currently eligible commodities – apples, blueberries, garlic, potatoes,
raspberries, tangerines and taro – CARES Act funding for sales losses because USDA
found these commodities had a 5 percent or greater price decline between mid-January and
mid-April as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Originally, these commodities were only
eligible for marketing adjustments.

•

Determining that peaches and rhubarb no longer qualify for payment under the CARES Act
sales loss category.

•

Correcting payment rates for apples, artichokes, asparagus, blueberries, cantaloupes,
cucumbers, garlic, kiwifruit, mushrooms, papaya, peaches, potatoes, raspberries, rhubarb,
tangerines and taro.

Additional details can be found in the Federal Register in the Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA)
and Final Rule Correction and at www.farmers.gov/cfap.
Producers have several options for applying to the CFAP program:
1. Using an online portal, accessible at farmers.gov/cfap, allows producers with secure USDA
login credentials—known as eAuthentication—to certify eligible commodities online, digitally
sign applications and submit directly to the local USDA Service Center. New commodities
will be available in the system on July 13, 2020.
2. Completing the application form using our CFAP Application Generator and Payment
Calculator found at farmers.gov/cfap. This Excel workbook allows customers to input
information specific to their operation to determine estimated payments and populate the
application form, which can be printed, then signed and submitted to their local USDA
Service Center. An updated version with the new commodities will be available on the
website on July 13, 2020.
3. Downloading the AD-3114 application form from farmers.gov/cfap and manually completing
the form to submit to the local USDA Service Center by mail, electronically or by hand
delivery to an office drop box. In some limited cases, the office may be open for in-person
business by appointment. Visit farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status to check the
status of your local office.
USDA Service Centers can also work with producers to complete and securely transmit digitally
signed applications through two commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. Producers who
are interested in digitally signing their applications should notify their local service centers when
calling to discuss the CFAP application process. You can learn more about these solutions at
farmers.gov/mydocs.
Getting Help from FSA
New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call 877-5088364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a
recommended first step before a producer engages the team at the FSA County Office at their local
USDA Service Center.
All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information,
can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap. For existing FSA customers, these documents are likely
already on file.

USDA Reminds Georgia Producers to Complete Crop
Acreage Reports
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds Georgia producers to complete crop acreage reports
by the applicable deadline for their county. Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county.
Contact your FSA county office for a list of acreage reporting deadlines by crop.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Georgia:
July 15, 2020
August 15, 2020
September 15, 2020
October 15, 2020
December 15, 2020

All other Crops, Perennial Forage
Tomatoes (Planted 7/15 – 8/15)
Sweet Corn (Planted 7/15 – 8/25)
Cabbage (Planted 7/16 – 9/30)
Onions (Planted 9/20 – 10/20)

Due to the pandemic, FSA has implemented acreage reporting flexibilities. FSA can work with
producers to file timely acreage reports by phone, email, or online tools.
FSA County Offices in Georgia will provide maps to producers along with instructions for completing
and returning the maps through mail, email or through commercially available free and secure
online tools such as Box for file sharing and OneSpan for eSignature solutions. After planting is
complete, producers must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office
through mail, email or the Box and OneSpan tools by the applicable reporting deadline for the crop.
After completed maps and all acreage reporting information is received, FSA will make software
updates and send producers the completed Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) to sign. Producers
must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office through mail, email or
drop box by the applicable reporting deadline for the crop.
The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:
•

If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

•

If a producer has not timely filed an acreage report, the producer may file the acreage
report within 30 days of the acreage reporting date. Because of the pandemic, late fees will
be waived if filed within the 30 days.
FSA is also providing additional flexibilities for producers to file on acres with failed crops or
crops that were prevented from planting because of extreme weather events. For insured
crops, producers who timely filed a prevented planted claim with the reinsurance company
but filed a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) form after the deadline will be considered timely filed
for FSA purposes. For uninsured crops, producers may start a Notice of Loss by calling
their FSA County Office.
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policyholders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
When producers are working with FSA staff – either in-person or virtually – they can also
take care of applications for other FSA programs, including the Coronavirus Food

Assistance Program (CFAP). A CFAP Call Center is available for producers who would like
additional one-on-one support with the CFAP application process. Please call 877-5088364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. The CFAP Call
Center can provide service to non-English speaking customers. Customers will select 1 for
English and 2 to speak with a Spanish speaking employee. For other languages, customers
select 1 and indicate their language to the Call Center staff.
Applications can also be submitted for the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus
for 2018 and 2019 as well as other disaster assistance programs that may be able to assist
producers at this time. For questions, contact your FSA County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage
Changes to July 15
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial
forage for 2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.
Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or
failed acreage, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for
livestock owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility.
Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following:
•
•
•

the established acreage reporting date (July 15)
15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being
reported
the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period.

USDA Issues First Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
Payments
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has
already approved more than $545 million in payments to producers who have applied for the
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP). FSA began taking applications May 26, and the
agency has received over 86,000 applications for this important relief program.
In the first six days of the application period, FSA has already made payments to more than 35,000
producers. Out of the gate, the top five states for CFAP payments are Illinois, Kansas, Wisconsin,
Nebraska, and South Dakota. USDA has released data on application progress and program
payments and will release further updates each Monday at 2:00pm ET. The report can be viewed at
farmers.gov/cfap.
FSA will accept applications through August 28, 2020. Through CFAP, USDA is making available
$16 billion in financial assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who have suffered a fivepercent-or-greater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant marketing costs as

a result of lower demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and the orderly
marketing of commodities.
In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their maximum total payment upon approval
of the application. The remaining portion of the payment, not to exceed the payment limit, will be
paid at a later date nationwide, as funds remain available.
Getting Help from FSA
New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call 877-5088364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a
recommended first step before a producer engages the team at the FSA County Office at their local
USDA Service Center.
Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap.
Also, on that webpage, producers can find a payment calculator to help producers identify sales and
inventory records needed to apply and calculate potential payments. Producers self-certify their
records when applying for CFAP and that documentation is not submitted with the application.
However, producers may be asked for their documentation to support the certification of eligible
commodities, so producers should retain the information used to complete their application.
Those who use the online calculator tool will be able to print a pre-filled CFAP application, sign it,
and submit it to your local FSA office either electronically or via hand delivery through an office drop
box. Please contact your local office to determine the preferred delivery method for your local office.
Team members at FSA County Offices will be able to answer detailed questions and help producers
apply quickly and efficiently through phone and online tools. Find contact information for your local
office at farmers.gov/cfap.
Policy Clarifications
FSA has been working with stakeholder groups to provide further clarification to producers on the
CFAP program. For example, the agency has published a matrix of common marketing contracts
that impact eligibility for non-specialty crops and has provided a table that crosswalks common
livestock terms to CFAP cattle categories. Updated information can be found in the frequently asked
questions section of the CFAP website.
More Information
To find the latest information on CFAP, visit farmers.gov/CFAP or call 877-508-8364.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers
Impacted by COVID-19
Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment SetAside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA County Office.
The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current
production cycle.
FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA County Office to discuss loan making and
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.
FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.
USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible.
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Eligibility for Nominations for the 2020 County Committee
Elections
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees are a
critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local
administration of federal farm programs.
Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision
making and farm program delivery process.
A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. To be eligible for nomination and hold office as a
committee member or alternate, a person must fulfill each of the following requirements: (1) be a
producer with an interest in farming or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in any FSA
program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic
eligibility requirements, and (6) reside in the county or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be
serving.

All nomination forms for the 2020 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA
Service Center by Aug. 1, 2020 (or next business day). For more information on FSA county
committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold
Office as a COC Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Farm Reconstitutions
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on
the farming operation.
To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be
requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all:
•
•

of the required signatures are on FSA-155
other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted.

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any
time.
The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:
Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in
settling an estate;
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two
or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this
method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the
buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;
DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;
Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020 Average Adjusted Gross Income
Compliance Reviews
The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020 are conducted on
producers who the IRS indicated may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations
described in [7 CFR 1400.500]. Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of
eligibility or ineligibility.
If the producer is determined to have exceeded the average AGI limitation of $900,000, receivables
will be established for payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer subject to the

$900,000 limitation. The Georgia State FSA Office has begun notifying producers selected, please
contact Jennifer B. Carter, Agricultural Program Specialist, with the Georgia FSA Office at 706/5462262. Producers who receive initial debt notification letters may only appeal the amount of the debt
to their local FSA office. Payment eligibility adverse determinations become administratively final 30
days from the date of the payment eligibility adverse determination letter and can only be reopened
if exceptional circumstances exist that prevented the producer from timely filing the appeal.

CRP Continuous Enrollment Period
The Farm Service Agency is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.
CRP is a voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally
sensitive agricultural land is devoted to conservation benefits. CRP participants establish long-term,
resource-conserving vegetative species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”), to
control soil erosion, improve the water quality and enhance wildlife habitat. In return, FSA provides
participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. Continuous signup enrollment
contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration.
Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers are automatically accepted provided the land
and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the
statutory cap.
Unlike CRP enrollments under general CRP signups or CRP Grasslands, offers for continuous
enrollment are not subject to competitive bidding during specific periods.
For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.
While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.
A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.
For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.
FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

