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March 15 Is Deadline to Make Elections
and Complete Enrollment in 2021
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
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Agricultural producers can now make elections and enroll in the
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs for the 2021 crop year.
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acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below
its reference price.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
2021 Elections and Enrollment
Producers can elect coverage and enroll in crop-by-crop ARCCounty or PLC, or ARC-Individual for the entire farm, for the 2021
crop year. Although election changes for 2021 are optional,
enrollment (signed contract) is required for each year of the
program. If a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm and
makes an election change for 2021, it will be necessary to sign a
new contract.
If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2021,
the election defaults to the current election for crops on the farm
from the prior crop year.
For crop years 2022 and 2023, producers will have an opportunity
to make new elections during those signups. Farm owners cannot
enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the
farm.
Web-Based Decision Tools
In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M
University offer web-based decision tools to assist producers in
making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to
their respective farming operations. Tools include:
•

•

Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of
Illinois tool that offers farmers the ability to run payment
estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARCCounty and PLC.
ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool allows
producers to analyze payment yield updates and expected
payments for 2021. Producers who have used the tool in
the past should see their username and much of their farm
data already available in the system.

More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC, including two online
decision tools that assist producers in making enrollment and
election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and
PLC webpage.

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA
Service Center. To locate your local FSA office,
visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Quality Loss Assistance Now Available for Eligible Producers
Affected by 2018, 2019 Natural Disasters
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that signup
for the Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program began Wednesday, January. 6, 2021. Funded by
the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020, this new program provides assistance to
producers who suffered eligible crop quality losses due to natural disasters occurring in 2018 and
2019. The deadline to apply for QLA is Friday, March 5, 2021.
Eligible Crops
Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage is available, except for grazed crops and value loss crops,
such as honey, maple sap, aquaculture, floriculture, mushrooms, ginseng root, ornamental nursery,
Christmas trees, and turfgrass sod.
Additionally, crops that were sold or fed to livestock or that are in storage may be eligible; however,
crops that were destroyed before harvest are not eligible. Crop quality losses occurring after
harvest, due to deterioration in storage, or that could have been mitigated, are also not eligible.
Assistance is based on a producer’s harvested affected production of an eligible crop, which must
have had at least a 5% quality loss reflected through a quality discount; or for forage crops, a
nutrient loss, such as total digestible nutrients.
Qualifying Disaster Events
Losses must have been a result of a qualifying disaster event (hurricane, excessive moisture, flood,
qualifying drought, tornado, typhoon, volcanic activity, snowstorm, or wildfire) or related condition
that occurred in calendar years 2018 and/or 2019.
Assistance is available for eligible producers in counties that received a qualifying Presidential
Emergency Disaster Declaration or Secretarial Disaster Designation because of one or more of the
qualifying disaster events or related conditions.
Lists of counties with Presidential Emergency Disaster Declarations and Secretarial Disaster
Designations for all qualifying disaster events for 2018 and 2019 are available here. For drought,
producers are eligible for QLA if the loss occurred in an area within a county rated by the U.S.
Drought Monitor as having a D3 (extreme drought) or higher intensity level during 2018 or 2019.
Producers in counties that did not receive a qualifying declaration or designation may still apply but
must also provide supporting documentation to establish that the crop was directly affected by a
qualifying disaster event.
To determine QLA eligibility and payments, FSA considers the total quality loss caused by all
qualifying natural disasters in cases where a crop was impacted by multiple events.

Applying for QLA
When applying, producers are asked to provide verifiable documentation to support claims of quality
loss or nutrient loss in the case of forage crops. For crops that have been sold, grading must have
been completed within 30 days of harvest, and for forage crops, a laboratory analysis must have
been completed within 30 days of harvest.
Some acceptable forms of documentation include sales receipts from buyers, settlement sheets,
truck or warehouse scale tickets, written sales contracts, similar records that represent actual and
specific quality loss information, and forage tests for nutritional values.
Payment Calculations and Limitations
QLA payments are based on formulas for the type of crop (forage or non-forage) and loss
documentation submitted. Based on this documentation FSA is calculating payments based on the
producer’s own individual loss or based on the county average loss. More information on payments
can be found on farmers.gov/quality-loss.
FSA will issue payments once the application period ends. If the total amount of calculated QLA
payments exceeds available program funding, payments will be prorated.
For each crop year, 2018, 2019 and 2020, the maximum amount that a person or legal entity may
receive, directly or indirectly, is $125,000. Payments made to a joint operation (including a general
partnership or joint venture) will not exceed $125,000, multiplied by the number of persons and legal
entities that comprise the ownership of the joint operation. A person or legal entity is ineligible for
QLA payment if the person’s or legal entity’s average Adjusted Gross Income exceeds $900,000,
unless at least 75% is derived from farming, ranching or forestry-related activities.
Future Insurance Coverage Requirements
All producers receiving QLA Program payments are required to purchase crop insurance or NAP
coverage for the next two available crop years at the 60% coverage level or higher. Wildfire and
Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+) participants who already met the WHIP+ requirement
to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage are considered to have thereby met the requirement
to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage for QLA. If eligible, QLA participants may meet the
insurance purchase requirement by purchasing Whole-Farm Revenue Protection coverage offered
through USDA’s Risk Management Agency.
More Information For more information, visit farmers.gov/quality-loss, or contact your local USDA
Service Center. Producers can also obtain one-on-one support with applications by calling 877-5088364.

USDA Extends General Signup for Conservation Reserve
Program
The USDA is extending the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup period, which
had previously been announced as ending on February 12, 2021. USDA will continue to accept
offers as it takes this opportunity for the incoming Administration to evaluate ways to increase
enrollment. Under the previous Administration, incentives and rental payment rates were reduced
resulting in an enrollment shortfall of over 4 million acres. The program, administered by USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA), provides annual rental payments for 10 to 15 years for land devoted to

conservation purposes, as well as other types of payments. Before the General CRP Signup period
ends, producers will have the opportunity to adjust or resubmit their offers to take advantage of
planned improvements to the program.
This signup for CRP gives producers an opportunity to enroll land for the first time or re-enroll land
under existing contracts that will be expiring September 30, 2021. All interested producers, including
those on Indian reservations and with trust lands, are encouraged to contact their local USDA
Service Center for more information.

USDA Reminds Producers to Complete Crop Acreage
Reports
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers to complete crop acreage
reports.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Georgia Counties:
March 15, 2021

Cabbage (planted 10/1-2/20), Pecans

May 15, 2021

Sweet Corn (planted 8/26-5/15), Tobacco,
Tomatoes (planted 8/16-4/5)

July 15, 2021

All other crops, Perennial Forage

August 15, 2021

Tomatoes (planted 7/1-8/15)

September 15, 2021

Sweet Corn (planted 7/15-8/25)

October 15, 2021

Cabbage (planted 7/16-9/30)

To complete your acreage report, please call your local County FSA Office to schedule an
appointment. FSA can work with producers to file timely acreage reports by phone, email, online
tools and virtual meetings as well as by appointment in person.
The local County FSA Office will provide maps to producers along with instructions for completing
and returning the maps through either mail, email or appointment in person. After planting is
complete, producers must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office
through mail, email, or appointment in person by the acreage reporting deadline.
The following exception applies to acreage reporting dates:
•

If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

•

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policyholders should note that
the acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed
above or 15 days after the approved final planting date for the specific crop.

•

For questions, please call your local County FSA Office.

USDA Offers New Forest Management Incentive for
Conservation Reserve Program
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is making available $12 million for use in making
payments to forest landowners with land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) in
exchange for their implementing healthy forest management practices. Existing CRP participants
can now sign up for the Forest Management Incentive (FMI), which provides financial incentives to
landowners with land in CRP to encourage proper tree thinning and other practices.
Right now, less than 10% of land currently enrolled in CRP is dedicated to forestland. But, these
nearly 2 million acres of CRP forestland, if properly managed, can have enormous benefits for
natural resources by reducing soil erosion, protecting water quality, increasing water quantity, and
diversifying local farm operations and rural economies.
Only landowners and agricultural producers with active CRP contracts involving forest cover can
enroll. However, this does not include active CRP contracts that expire within two years. Existing
CRP participants interested in tree thinning and prescribed burning must comply with the standards
and specifications established in their CRP contract.
CRP participants will receive the incentive payment once tree thinning and/or other authorized
forest management practices are completed.
The incentive payment is the lower of:
•
•

The actual cost of completing the practice; or
75% of the payment rate offered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) if the practice is offered through NRCS conservation programs.

CRP signup is currently open. FSA will announce deadline later this year. Interested producers
should contact their local FSA County Office.

New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA Can Help
USDA Service Centers across the country are hearing from people who are interested in more
space and working the land and we want to let you know we can help. Are you new to farming
because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started in farming – on everything from helping
you register your farm to getting financial assistance and advice.

Get Started with USDA
First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might already be
established with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA can
help you register your farm.
To obtain a farm number, you will bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID)
and a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to your FSA
representative to show you have control of the property. If your operation is incorporated or an

entity, you may also need to provide proof that you have signature authority and the legal ability to
enter into contracts with USDA.

Access to Capital
USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource when
producers are not able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing land
or equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, which are especially popular
among producers with smaller farms. For more information, check out our Farm Loan Discovery
Tool.

Conservation Practices
We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your bottom
line and your operation. We will help you develop a conservation plan and apply for financial
assistance that will cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more about some of the
conservation practices that we help producers with, check out our Conservation at Work Video
Series.
If you purchase land, and you do not want to farm all of it, you can look at either a conservation
easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program (ACEP) or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Easements are long-term,
while a CRP contract is 10-15 years. These are good options for land that is not optimal for
production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands.
Additional Resources
Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA’s Risk Management
Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. There are many types of
insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices, including organic and
sustainable agriculture.
Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation districts, Rural
Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with USDA,
contact your local USDA Service Center.

Heirs’ Property Landowners
USDA recently launched a new website for producers to find information on heirs’ property.
Heirs’ property is family owned land that is jointly owned by descendants of a deceased person
whose estate did not clear probate. The descendants, or heirs, have the right to use the property,
but they do not have a clear or marketable title to the property since the estate issues remain
unresolved.
The 2018 Farm Bill authorized alternative documentation for heirs’ property operators to establish a
farm number. A farm number is required to be eligible for many different USDA programs, including
lending, disaster relief programs, and participation in county committees.
For more information visit farmers.gov/manage/HeirsPropertyLandowners.

Additional USDA Programs and Services
USDA offers a variety of farm loan, risk management, disaster assistance, and conservation
programs to support farmers, including heirs’ property landowners once they have a farm number.
USDA also has several special provisions and resources for heirs’ property landowners, including:
•
•
•

Targeted funding through farm loans
Crop insurance benefits
Conservation program benefits

USDA Service Centers Provide Free, One-on-One Help for
Farmers
At USDA, we are committed to helping farmers complete loan applications, environmental reviews,
and other paperwork free of charge. One-on-one support is available at more than 2,300 USDA
Service Centers nationwide. USDA’s Farm Service Agency and Natural Resources Conservation
Service staff are usually co-located at these Service Centers and can help guide farmers to the best
USDA assistance based on their unique goals, whether it is loans, conservation programs, or
insurance.
Service Center staff can guide farmers through the process of preparing and submitting required
paperwork on their own, with no need to hire a paid preparer. Language translation service is
available in all USDA Service Centers, so one-on-one assistance with a Service Center employee
can be translated in real time for farmers requiring it. And while some program and loan applications
do have an administrative fee for filing, there is never a charge for preparation services provided by
USDA staff.
Farmers who work with the USDA Service Center can:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish their farm by registering for a farm number, which is required for USDA programs
and assistance.
Learn how to meet conservation compliance provisions.
Verify eligibility for USDA programs.
Discuss their business and conservation goals.
Create a conservation plan.
Fill out and file loan and program applications.

We are committed to delivering USDA programs and services to America’s farmers and ranchers
while taking safety measures in response to COVID-19. We encourage you to check the status of
your local USDA Service Center and make an appointment to discuss your business needs.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that
Fit Their Operation
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find information on
USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help.
USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan
staff to better understand their needs and challenges.
How the Tool Works
Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow.
After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.
Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals,
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA Service Center visit with a loan officer.
Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not
work in Internet Explorer.
About Farmers.gov
In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and
manage accounts.
The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and
alerts by logging into the website.
USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can
help their operation recover from natural disasters.
For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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