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USDA Reminds Producers to Complete Crop
Acreage Reports
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers to complete crop
acreage reports by the final acreage reporting date.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Georgia:
February 15, 2022

Onions (planted 10/21-2/1)

March 15, 2022

Cabbage (planted 10/1-2/20), Pecans

May 15, 2022
(planted 8/16-4/5)

Sweet Corn (planted 8/26-5/15), Tobacco, Tomatoes

To complete your acreage report, please call your local County FSA office to schedule an
appointment. FSA can work with producers to file timely acreage reports by phone, email,
online tools and virtual meetings as well as by appointment in person.
The following exception applies to acreage reporting dates:
•

If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

•

Fruit and Vegetable Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP covered
crops is 15 days after the designated final planting date for the specific
zone.

•

Perennial Forage Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for perennial
forage is 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the
specific crop being reported.

For questions, please call your local County FSA office.

USDA Invests $50 Million in Partnerships to
Improve Equity in Conservation Programs,
Address Climate Change
USDA is investing $50 million in 118 partnerships (including Georgia) to expand access to
conservation assistance for climate-smart agriculture and forestry.
The Equity Conservation Cooperative Agreements, administered by USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will fund two-year projects to expand the
delivery of conservation assistance to farmers who are new to farming, low income,
socially disadvantaged or military veterans. Projects will support USDA’s broader effort to
address climate change and equitable access to programs. Learn more.

Deadline Extended to Apply for Pandemic
Support for Certified Organic and Transitioning
Operations
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has extended the deadline for agricultural
producers who are certified organic, or transitioning to organic, to apply for the Organic
and Transitional Education and Certification Program (OTECP). This program provides
pandemic assistance to cover certification and education expenses. The deadline to apply
for 2020 and 2021 eligible expenses is now Feb. 4, 2022, rather than the original deadline
of Jan. 7, 2022.

Signup for OTECP, administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), began Nov. 8.
Certified operations and transitional operations may apply for OTECP for eligible
expenses paid during the 2020, 2021 and 2022 fiscal years. Signup for the 2022 fiscal
year will be announced at a later date.
For each year, OTECP covers 25% of a certified operation’s eligible certification
expenses, up to $250 per certification category (crop, livestock, wild crop, handling and
State Organic Program fee). This includes application fees, inspection fees, USDA organic
certification costs, state organic program fees and more.
Crop and livestock operations transitioning to organic production may be eligible for 75%
of a transitional operation’s eligible expenses, up to $750, for each year. This includes
fees charged by a certifying agent or consultant for pre-certification inspections and
development of an organic system plan.
For both certified operations and transitional operations, OTECP covers 75% of the
registration fees, up to $200, per year, for educational events that include content related
to organic production and handling in order to assist operations in increasing their
knowledge of production and marketing practices that can improve their operations,
increase resilience and expand available marketing opportunities. Additionally, both
certified and transitional operations may be eligible for 75% of the expense of soil testing
required under the National Organic Program (NOP) to document micronutrient deficiency,
not to exceed $100 per year.
Producers apply through their local FSA office and can also obtain one-on-one support
with applications by calling 877-508-8364. The program application and additional
information can be found at farmers.gov/otecp.
Additional Organic Support
OTECP builds upon USDA’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) which
provides cost share assistance of 50%, up to a maximum of $500 per scope, to producers
and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification
under the NOP. Although the application period for OCCSP ended Nov. 1, 2021, FSA will
consider late-filed applications for those operations who still wish to apply.
Meanwhile, USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) recently made improvements to
Whole-Farm Revenue Protection to make it more flexible and accessible to organic
producers.
To learn more about USDA’s broader assistance for organic producers, visit
usda.gov/organic.

Higher Loan Limit Now Available for USDA
Guaranteed Farm Loans
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a higher loan limit will be available
for borrowers seeking a guaranteed farm loan starting Oct. 1, 2021, from $1.776 million to
$1.825 million.

FSA farm loans offer access to funding for a wide range of producer needs, from securing
land to financing the purchase of equipment. Guaranteed loans are financed and serviced
by commercial lenders. FSA provides up to a 95% guarantee against possible financial
loss of principal and interest. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and
operating purposes.
In fiscal year 2021, FSA saw continued strong demand for guaranteed loans. FSA
obligated more than $3.4 billion in guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans. This
includes nearly $1.2 billion for beginning farmers. The number of guaranteed borrowers
has grown by 10% to more than 38,750 farmers and ranchers over the last decade. FSA
expects the increasing demand for farm loans to continue into fiscal year 2022.

USDA Announces Targeted Cover Crop Initiative
for Georgia
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has several new and expanded
opportunities for conservation programs that lend to climate-smart agriculture production
in fiscal year 2022. Among these is the Cover Crop Initiative (CCI) that incentivizes the
use of cover crops on Georgia’s agricultural land. If interested, you should learn more
here and apply by Jan. 24, 2022.

Waiver of DCIA Compliance for Commodity and
Farm Storage Facility Loan Programs
On January 27, 2021, the Biden-Harris Administration suspended all debt collections,
foreclosures, and other adverse actions for borrowers of direct farm loans and Farm
Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) because of
the national public health emergency caused by the Coronavirus pandemic.
It has been determined that the January 2021 suspension included a waiver of the Debt
Collection Improvement Act (DCIA) noncompliance for issuing new Marketing Assistance
Loans (MAL), Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) or FSFL to borrowers who are in
delinquent status with FSFL or farm loans.
Under normal circumstances, DCIA specifies that a person cannot obtain Federal financial
assistance in the form of loans (other than disaster loans), loan insurance, or guarantees if
that person has delinquent Federal non-tax debt. MAL, LDP, and FSFL programs
administered by FSA are currently subject to these statutory constraints.
FSA county offices will review MALs, LDPs, and FSFLs that were previously denied on or
after January 27, 2021, because of DCIA noncompliance. Offices will notify applicants of
the waiver provisions and the opportunity to obtain a loan. All applicable eligibility
requirements remain in place with the exception of DCIA waiver.
Reach out to your local FSA office for more information. To find your local office,
visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA Offers Expanded Conservation Program
Opportunities to Support Climate-Smart
Agriculture in 2022
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) announced two additional
signups through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to support climatesmart agriculture and forestry through voluntary conservation practices, as well as
Conservation Incentives Contracts. If interested, you should learn more here and apply by
Feb. 11, 2022.

Disaster Set-Aside Extension
USDA has additional support available to producers given the recent outbreaks of the
COVID-19 Delta variant and has extended the availability of COVID-19 Disaster Set-Aside
(DSA) for installments due through Jan. 31, 2022. In addition, FSA will permit a second
DSA for COVID-19 and a second DSA for natural disasters for those who had an initial
COVID-19 DSA. Requests for a COVID-19 DSA or a second DSA must be received no
later than May 1, 2022.
Last year, FSA broadened the use of the DSA. Normally used in the wake of natural
disasters, the DSA can now allow farmers with USDA farm loans who are affected by
COVID-19 and determined to be eligible, to have their next payment set aside. The setaside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will
continue to accrue interest until it is repaid. This will improve the borrower’s cashflow in
the current production cycle.
More Information
Producers can explore available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by
contacting their local USDA Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work with
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic,
some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to
set up an in-person or phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to
USDA’s response and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA Opens 2022 Signup for Dairy Margin
Coverage, Expands Program for Supplemental
Production
As part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s ongoing efforts to support dairy farmers and
rural communities, today the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) opened signup for
the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program and expanded the program to allow dairy
producers to better protect their operations by enrolling supplemental production. This
signup period – which runs from Dec. 13, 2021 to Feb. 18, 2022 – enables producers to

get coverage through this important safety-net program for another year as well as get
additional assistance through the new Supplemental DMC.
Supplemental DMC will provide $580 million to better help small- and mid-sized dairy
operations that have increased production over the years but were not able to enroll the
additional production. Now, they will be able to retroactively receive payments for that
supplemental production. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) updated how
feed costs are calculated, which will make the program more reflective of actual dairy
producer expenses.
Supplemental DMC Enrollment
Eligible dairy operations with less than 5 million pounds of established production history
may enroll supplemental pounds based upon a formula using 2019 actual milk marketings,
which will result in additional payments. Producers will be required to provide FSA with
their 2019 Milk Marketing Statement.
Supplemental DMC coverage is applicable to calendar years 2021, 2022 and 2023.
Participating dairy operations with supplemental production may receive retroactive
supplemental payments for 2021 in addition to payments based on their established
production history.
Supplemental DMC will require a revision to a producer’s 2021 DMC contract and must
occur before enrollment in DMC for the 2022 program year. Producers will be able to
revise 2021 DMC contracts and then apply for 2022 DMC by contacting their local USDA
Service Center.
DMC 2022 Enrollment
After making any revisions to 2021 DMC contracts for Supplemental DMC, producers can
sign up for 2022 coverage. DMC provides eligible dairy producers with risk management
coverage that pays producers when the difference between the price of milk and the cost
of feed falls below a certain level. So far in 2021, DMC payments have triggered for
January through October for more than $1.0 billion.
For DMC enrollment, producers must certify with FSA that the operation is commercially
marketing milk, sign all required forms and pay the $100 administrative fee. The fee is
waived for farmers who are considered limited resource, beginning, socially
disadvantaged, or a military veteran. To determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage
for a specific dairy operation, producers can use the online dairy decision tool.
Updates to Feed Costs
USDA is also changing the DMC feed cost formula to better reflect the actual cost dairy
farmers pay for high-quality alfalfa hay. FSA will calculate payments using 100% premium
alfalfa hay rather than 50%. The amended feed cost formula will make DMC payments
more reflective of actual dairy producer expenses.
Additional Dairy Assistance
Today’s announcement is part of a broader package to help the dairy industry respond to
the pandemic and other challenges. USDA is also amending Dairy Indemnity Payment
Program (DIPP) regulations to add provisions for the indemnification of cows that are

likely to be not marketable for longer durations, as a result, for example, of perand polyfluoroalkyl substances. FSA also worked closely with USDA's Natural Resources
Conservation Service to target assistance through the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program) and other conservation programs to help producers safely dispose of and
address resource concerns created by affected cows. Other recent dairy announcements
include $350 million through the Pandemic Market Volatility Assistance Program and $400
million for the Dairy Donation Program.
Additional details on these changes to DMC and DIPP can be found in a rule that will be
published soon in the Federal Register. This rule also included information on the new
Oriental Fruit Fly Program as well as changes to FSA conservation programs. A copy of
the rule is available here.
More Information
To learn more or to participate in DMC or DIPP, producers should contact their local
USDA Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers
via phone, email and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some are open to
limited visitors. Producers should contact their Service Center to set up an in-person or
phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to USDA’s response and relief
for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training
is required for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the
agency.
Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The
purpose is to help the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to
successfully operate a farm and build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer
become financially successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency
approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved
vendors.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers
finance their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA
loans can help.
USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works
Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a
few simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need
to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans
that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be
provided.
Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing
an application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to
individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include
general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center
visit with a loan officer.
Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and
clicking the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive
loan information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on
any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.
About Farmers.gov
In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined
with an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process
transactions, and manage accounts.
The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the
My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information,
history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website.
USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm
loan features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs
that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.
For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center. Service Center staff
continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools.
Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors.
Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment. Additionally,
more information related to USDA’s response and relief for producers can be found
at farmers.gov.

2022 ARCPLC Elections and Enrollment
Deadline March 15, 2022
2022 Elections and Enrollment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-CO or PLC, which are both crop-by-crop,
or ARC-IC, which is for the entire farm. Although election changes for 2022 are optional,
producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multiyear contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2022, it will be necessary to
sign a new contract.
If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2022, the election remains the
same as the 2021 election for crops on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either
program unless they have a share interest in the farm.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe,
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans,
sunflower seed, and wheat.
Web-Based Decision Tools
In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer webbased decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using
crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:
•

Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of
Illinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO
and PLC.

•

ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M tallows
producers to estimate payments and yield updates and expected payments for
2022.

Crop Insurance Considerations
ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes
crop insurance and marketing assistance loans.
Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact
eligibility for some crop insurance products.
Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers
on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that
crop on that farm.
Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.
Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for
that farm.
More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your
local USDA Service Center.

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm
Records
Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the
latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.
You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer,
tablet or phone. Capabilities include:
•

View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields,
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more;

•

View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical
or fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents;
and

•

Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves
you time and money.
Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA
portal for producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user
experience. A new enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers
and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney
form (FSA-211) on file with FSA.
Managing USDA Business Online
Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
•

View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

•

Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

•

View and submit conservation requests.

•

View technical references and submit questions.

•

Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and
contracts.

•

Report practice completion and request practice certification.

•

View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as
precision agriculture planting boundaries.
To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to
farmers.gov. After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and

sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the
website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended
browsers to access the feature.
In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website
also has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm
loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA
updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new
webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more
about these changes.
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