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Gear Up for the 2022 Hurricane Season 
Hurricane season is officially underway, and it lasts until 
November 30. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) predicts that the 2022 hurricane 
season will be above normal in the Atlantic and produce 14 
to 21 named storms with six to 10 hurricanes and three to 
six major hurricanes.  Additionally, NOAA predicts that the 
eastern Pacific hurricane season will produce 10 to 17 
named storms, with four to eight hurricanes and zero to 
three major hurricanes. 

Take precautions to prepare and protect your family and agricultural operation. 
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1. Develop an Emergency Plan - Ensure your household and employees know your 
hurricane plan, including meeting points, emergency contact lists, and alternate 
evacuation routes in case infrastructure is damaged. 

2. Remove Debris and Secure Large Objects - Clean out culverts, ditches, and 
other drainage areas, especially before and during peak hurricane season to 
reduce water damage. Most injuries to animals, people, or structures during a 
hurricane are caused by flying objects. To lessen the risk, minimize the presence 
of equipment, supplies, and debris that may become airborne during high winds or 
encountered in floodwaters. 

3. Secure Important Records and Documents- Pre- and post-hurricane 
documentation is extremely important for insurance compensation and recovery 
assistance. You’ll want to have thorough records of damages and losses 
sustained on your farm as well as documentation of your cleanup and recovery 
efforts.  

o It is critical to document inventory of farm buildings, vehicles, equipment, 
and livestock before a disaster occurs. Take photos, videos, or make 
written lists with descriptions. Keep copies of this inventory in multiple 
places: computer, off-site in a safe location, and on a cloud-based server 
where information is transmitted and saved weekly. 

4. Know Your Insurance Options- Regularly review your insurance policies with 
your agent to be sure you have adequate coverage, including flood insurance, for 
your facilities, vehicles, farm buildings, crops and livestock. Note, there are 
limitations on how soon insurance coverage will take effect. Generally, insurance 
policies will not cover damage if the policy was not in place before a disaster. 

5. Gather Supplies - Have drinking water, canned food, a generator, batteries, a 
flashlight, and fuel available in case you lose power. For widespread outages, 
credit and debit cards may not work, so have cash handy. 

6. Access Real-time Emergency Information- Download the FEMA app for free on 
the App Store and Google Play for safety tips on what to do before, during, and 
after disasters. Subscribe to our text message and email service to receive real-
time, local operational and recovery information from the Farm Service Agency, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service and Risk Management Agency. 

On farmers.gov, the Hurricane Webpage, Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-
a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners 
determine program or loan options. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers 
and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, 
they should contact their local USDA Service Center.  

 
USDA Advances Food System Transformation 
with $43 Million for Urban Agriculture and 
Innovative Production, Adds New Urban County 
Committees 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announces 
significant investments to support urban agriculture, 
including $43.1 million for grants and cooperative 
agreements as well as six new urban county committees to 
help deliver key USDA programs to urban producers. 

These actions support USDA’s efforts to strengthen the food 
supply chain and transform the food system to be fairer, 

more competitive, and more resilient. Specifically, USDA is investing $10.2 million in new 
cooperative agreements to expand compost and food waste reduction efforts and $14.2 
million in new grants to support the development of urban agriculture and innovative 
production projects. Additionally, $18.7 million will fund 75 worthy grant proposals from the 
2021 application cycle, which was oversubscribed.  Learn more at usda.gov/media/press-
releases/2022/06/03/usda-advances-food-system-transformation-43-million-urban.  

  
 

Five Facts About the United States Drought 
Monitor 

This is likely no surprise to you, but drought 
persists across the western U.S. and is intensifying in some 
areas. No geographic area is immune to the potential of 
drought at any given time. The U.S. Drought 
Monitor provides a weekly drought assessment, and it plays 

an important role in USDA programs that help farmers and ranchers recover from drought. 

Fact #1 - Numerous agencies use the Drought Monitor to inform drought-related 
decisions. 

The map identifies areas of drought and labels them by intensity on a weekly basis. It 
categorizes the entire country as being in one of six levels of drought. The first two, None 
and Abnormally Dry (D0), are not considered to be drought. The next four describe 
increasing levels of drought: Moderate (D1), Severe (D2), Extreme (D3) and Exceptional 
(D4).  

While many entities consult the Drought Monitor for drought information, drought 
declarations are made by federal, state and local agencies that may or may not use the 
Drought Monitor to inform their decisions. Some of the ways USDA uses it to determine a 
producer’s eligibility for certain drought assistance programs, like the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program 
acres and to “fast-track” Secretarial drought disaster designations.  

Fact #2 - U.S. Drought Monitor is made with more than precipitation data. 

When you think about drought, you probably think about water, or the lack of it. 
Precipitation plays a major role in the creation of the Drought Monitor, but the map’s 
author considers numerous indicators, including drought impacts and local insight from 
over 450 expert observers around the country. Authors use several dozen indicators to 
assess drought, including precipitation, streamflow, reservoir levels, temperature and 
evaporative demand, soil moisture and vegetation health. Because the drought monitor 
depicts both short and long‐term drought conditions, the authors must look at data for 
multiple timeframes. The final map produced each week represents a summary of the 
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story being told by all the pieces of data. To help tell that story, authors don’t just look at 
data. They converse over the course of the map-making week with experts across the 
country and draw information about drought impacts from media reports and private 
citizens. 

Fact #3 - A real person, using real data, updates the map. 

Each week’s map author, not a computer, processes and analyzes data to update the 
drought monitor. The map authors are trained climatologists or meteorologists from the 
National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (the academic 
partner and website host of the Drought Monitor), the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and USDA. The author’s job is to do what a computer can’t – use their 
expertise to reconcile the sometimes-conflicting stories told by each stream of data into a 
single assessment. 

  

Fact #4 - The Drought Monitor provides a current snapshot, not a forecast. 

The Drought Monitor is a “snapshot” of conditions observed during the most recent week 
and builds off the previous week’s map. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts 
conditions based on data for the week that ended the preceding Tuesday. Rain that falls 
on the Wednesday just before the USDM’s release won’t be reflected until the next map is 
published. This provides a consistent, week‐to‐week product and gives the author a 
window to assess the data and come up with a final map. 

  

Fact #5 – Your input can be part of the drought-monitoring process. 

State climatologists and other trained observers in the drought monitoring network relay 
on-the-ground information from numerous sources to the US Drought monitor author each 
week. That can include information that you contribute. 

The Drought Monitor serves as a trigger for multiple forms of federal disaster relief for 
agricultural producers, and sometimes producers contact the author to suggest that 
drought conditions in their area are worse than what the latest drought monitor shows. 
When the author gets a call like that, it prompts them to look closely at all available data 
for that area, to see whether measurements of precipitation, temperature, soil moisture 
and other indicators corroborate producer-submitted reports. This is the process that 
authors follow whether they receive one report or one hundred reports, although reports 
from more points may help state officials and others know where to look for impacts. 

There are multiple ways to contribute your observations: 

1. Talk to your state climatologist - Find the current list at the American 
Association of State Climatologists website. 

2. Email - Emails sent to droughtmonitor@unl.edu inform the USDM authors. 
3. Become a CoCoRaHS observer - Submit drought reports along with daily 

precipitation observations to the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow 
Network. 

4. Submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) - go.unl.edu/CMOR. 
For more information, read our Ask the Expert blog with a NDMC climatologist or 
visit farmers.gov/protection-recovery.  
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USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food 
Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers   

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) plans to provide up to 
$200 million in assistance for specialty crop producers who 
incur eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to 
obtain or renew a food safety certification in calendar years 
2022 or 2023. USDA’s new Food Safety Certification for 
Specialty Crops (FSCSC) program will help to offset costs 
for specialty crop producers to comply with regulatory 

requirements and market-driven food safety certification requirements, which is part of 
USDA’s broader effort to transform the food system to create a more level playing field for 
small and medium producers and a more balanced, equitable economy for everyone 
working in food and agriculture.   

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 
food safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is 
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an 
emphasis on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from 
Hollis, N.H., where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA’s efforts to 
help reduce costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding 
to cut regulatory costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire 
and across the nation.  

Program Details  

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety 
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety 
certification in calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage 
of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as 
a portion of their related expenses.  

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the 
definition of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses 
related to the 2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.  

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:  

• Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification. 
• Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan. 
• Food safety certification. 
• Certification upload fees. 
• Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water. 
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• Training. 
FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher 
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and 
veteran farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be 
found at farmers.gov/food-safety.  

Applying for Assistance  

The FSCSC application period for 2022 is June 27, 2022, through January 31, 2023, and 
the application period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. FSA will issue payments 
at the time of application approval for 2022 and after the application period ends for 2023. 
If calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be 
prorated.  

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety 
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with 
other required documents, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service 
Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. 

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility 
information and forms needed to apply.  

 
Agricultural Producers Have Until August 1st for 
Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve 
on Local County Committees 
Farmers and ranchers have until Aug. 1, 2022, to nominate candidates to serve on their 
local County Farm Service Agency (FSA) Committee. Elections will occur in certain Local 
Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a 
single county or multi-county jurisdiction. This may include LAAs that are focused on an 
urban or suburban area.  

County committee members make important decisions about how Federal farm programs 
are administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2022 election must be postmarked or 
received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2022.  

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program and reside in the 
LAA that is up for election this year, may be nominated for candidacy for the county 
committee. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their 
farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program 
benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may 
also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women, and beginning 
farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.  

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on 
FSA county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve 
three-year terms. Producers serving on FSA county committees play a critical role in the 
day-to-day operations of the agency. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out 
disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price support programs, 
county office employment and other agricultural issues.  
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Urban and Suburban County Committees  

 More Information  

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get 
involved in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be 
considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. Urban 
farmers should use an FSA-669-A-3 for urban county committees. The form and other 
information about FSA county committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 7, 2022. Producers can find 
their local USDA Service Center at farmers.gov/service-locator.  

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus 
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, 
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy 
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing 
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, 
visit www.usda.gov.   

 
USDA Accepts More than 3.1 Million Acres in 
Grassland CRP Signup  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting offers for more than 3.1 million 
acres from agricultural producers and private landowners through this year’s Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) Grassland Signup, the highest in history. The signup’s results 
include 15,270 acres in Georgia. This program allows producers and landowners to 
continue grazing and haying practices while protecting grasslands and promoting plant 
and animal biodiversity and conservation, and it’s part of the Biden-Harris administration’s 
broader effort to address climate change and to conserve natural resources.  

Nationwide, this year’s Grassland CRP signup surpassed last year’s 2.5 million acres by 
22%. So far this year, producers have enrolled 2 million acres through the General Signup 
and more than 464,000 acres have been submitted through the Continuous CRP Signup. 
This means about 5.6 million acres are entering CRP in 2023, surpassing the 3.9 million 
acres expiring this year.  

Other highlights include:  

• Top states included Colorado (642,000 acres), South Dakota (nearly 425,000 
acres) and Nebraska (nearly 422,000 acres).  

• States with the highest increase in acres compared with last year include Arizona 
(141% increase), California (129% increase), and Utah (122% increase).  

Because Grassland CRP supports not only grazing operations but also biodiversity and 
conserving environmentally sensitive land such as that prone to wind erosion, USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) created two National Priority Zones in 2021: the Greater 
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Yellowstone Migration Corridor and Dust Bowl Zone. For this year’s signup, FSA 
expanded the Greater Yellowstone Wildlife Migration Corridor Priority Zone to include 
seven additional counties across Montana, Wyoming, and Utah, to help protect the big-
game animal migration corridor associated with Wyoming elk, mule deer and antelope. 
FSA accepted offers on more than 1.4 million acres in these two zones.  

Grasslands enrolled in CRP help sequester carbon in vegetation and soil, while enhancing 
resilience to drought and wildfire. Meanwhile, producers can still conduct common grazing 
practices, such as haying, mowing, or harvesting seed from the enrolled land, which 
supports ag production.   

Broadening Reach of Program      As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers 
and landowners who are historically underserved, including beginning farmers and military 
veterans, will receive 10 additional ranking points to enhance their offers. From more than 
5,000 underserved producers, USDA accepted offers of more than 1.9 million acres, about 
87% of those who submitted applications.       Additionally, USDA is working to broaden 
the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by leveraging the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically underserved communities. CREP is 
a partnership program that enables states, Tribal governments, and non-profit entities to 
partner with FSA to implement CRP practices and address high priority conservation and 
environmental objectives. Interested entities are encouraged to contact FSA.  

Producers can still make an offer to participate in CRP through the Continuous CRP 
Signup, which is ongoing, by contacting the FSA at their local USDA Service Center. 

  

 
USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage 
Reports 
Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring 
planting should make an appointment with their local County Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. 
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Georgia counties: 

July 15, 2022                                  All other crops, Perennial Forage   

July 31, 2022                                  Hemp                   

August 15, 2022                             Tomatoes (planted 7/1-8/15),                      

September 15, 2022                       Sweet Corn (planted 7/15-8/25) 
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October 15, 2022                            Cabbage (planted 7/16-9/30) 

November 15, 2022                        Onions (planted 9/20-10/20)               

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and 
other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to 
limited visitors. Contact your local county FSA office to set up an in-person or phone 
appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

To complete your acreage report, please call your local County FSA Office to schedule an 
appointment. FSA can work with producers to file timely acreage reports by phone, email, 
online tools and virtual meetings as well as by appointment in person. 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, the acreage must 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• Fruit and Vegetable Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP covered 
crops is 15 days after the designated final planting date for the specific 
zone.  

• Perennial Forage Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for perennial 
forage is 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the 
specific crop being reported.  

For questions, please call your local County FSA Office. 
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Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue 
an agriculture production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has 
provided priority funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.  

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected 
to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the 
group without regard to his or her individual qualities.  

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African 
Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are 
unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 
NRCS ARTICLES 

 
Conservation Practice Adoption and Motivations 
Survey Underway 
The Conservation Practice Adoption Motivations Survey is now underway. This survey is a 
joint project between USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) aimed at assessing the adoption rates of 
different conservation practices. Survey data will be used to guide the implementation of 
NRCS programs in the future. The data collection period runs from May 30 to August 
19. 

There are four different conservation categories which are surveyed: crop practices, 
grazing practices, confined livestock practices, and forestry practices. Each category will 
have a questionnaire that has been designed to gather information specific to the 
practices involved in each category. 

NASS is sending questionnaires for crop practices and confined livestock practices in 
2022. Questionnaires for grazing practices and forestry practices will be sent in 2024. 

If you received a survey, please respond securely online at agcounts.usda.gov, using the 
12-digit survey code mailed with the survey. Producers responding online will now use 
NASS’s new Respondent Portal. On the portal, producers can complete their surveys, 
access data visualizations and reports of interest, link to other USDA agencies, get a local 
weather update and more. Completed questionnaires may also be mailed back in the 
prepaid envelope provided. 

Results from both versions of the survey will be available Sept. 15, 2022, at 
nass.usda.gov and in NASS’s Quick Stats database at quickstats.nass.usda.gov. 



Learn more. 

 
REMINDER: Highly Erodible Land and Wetland 
Conservation Provisions 
In order to maintain eligibility for most USDA programs, producers must comply with the 
Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions, 
agreeing they will not: 

• Produce an agricultural commodity on highly erodible land without an adequate 
conservation system; 

• Plant an agricultural commodity on a converted wetland; 
• Convert a wetland to make possible the production of an agricultural commodity. 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is responsible for providing 
program participants technical assistance and determinations to assist them in complying 
with the provisions. For more information on Conservation Compliance in Georgia, you 
can visit online here or make an appointment with your local District Conservationist. 

 
RMA ARTICLES 

 
USDA Makes It Easier for American Farmers to 
Grow Food, Ease Burdens for American Families 
Today, the Biden Administration announced additional steps it’s taking to support U.S. 
farmers in their work to stabilize food prices and feed Americans and the world amidst 
continuing challenges such as the COVID-19 pandemic, supply chain disruptions, and the 
invasion of Ukraine by Russia.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture is reducing the 
economic risk of raising two crops on the same land in one year, making it easier for U.S. 
farmers to grow food in America, increase food supply, and lower food costs for American 
families. This action is part of a broader set of commitments made earlier this year by 
President Biden and Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack to increase domestic food 
production amid potential global food shortages related to the invasion of 
Ukraine. 

 
To reduce the risk of raising two crops on the same land in one year – a practice known 
as double cropping - USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) is expanding double crop 
insurance opportunities in nearly 1,500 counties where double cropping is viable. 

 
“In May, I joined President Biden at the O’Connor farm in Kankakee, Illinois, to announce 
a series of actions to help farmers do what they do — grow food for American families and 
the rest of the world. Today, USDA is making good on one of those commitments and 
making it easier to plant double crops and sharing some of the financial risk by making 
crop insurance more available in over 1,500 counties,” said Secretary Vilsack. “We live in 
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a challenging time, but I put my trust in the American farmer and U.S. agriculture to help 
keep the food we need affordable and available. The Biden administration and USDA will 
continue to find ways to ease burdens on American farmers and lower costs for American 
families such as expanded double crop options through crop insurance.” 

 
Improvements include: 

 
For soybeans, double crop coverage will be expanded to or streamlined in at least 681 
counties, including all of those that were initially targeted for review. While some additional 
counties were permanently added to be double crop counties, the majority of expansion 
removed barriers such as requiring production records and streamlined the process to get 
personalized coverage through a written agreement. 

 
For grain sorghum, double crop coverage will be expanded to or streamlined in at least 
870 counties that were initially targeted for review. Similar to soybeans, most of these 
changes included streamlining the administrative burden and requirements to obtain 
written agreements. Written agreements provide the producer with the maximum flexibility 
by allowing them to obtain crop insurance coverage, but not requiring the coverage of both 
the spring and winter crops as in permanent double crop counties. 

 
RMA will also work with the crop insurance industry and farm organizations to highlight the 
availability and improvements in written agreements as an option for any farmer that 
grows a crop outside the area where a policy is automatically offered. 

 
This expansion of coverage was guided by extensive outreach to nearly 70 grower groups 
covering 28 states. This includes a wide array of stakeholders such as producers, agents, 
university extension and other agricultural experts, commodity associations, state 
departments of agriculture and insurance companies. USDA may add additional counties 
as it explores these options with farmers this summer, with the final rules being locked in 
by the fall. Since farmers need to plan ahead for adding a winter crop to a rotation, USDA 
wanted to make sure they had time to consider this option and consult with local extension 
and agriculture experts and their crop insurance agent.  

Additional resources released today by USDA include frequently asked questions as well 
as the Helping Farmers Address Global Food Insecurity webpage on 
farmers.gov. 

 
Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list of 
crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service Centers and online at the RMA 
Agent Locator. Producers can learn more about crop insurance and the modern farm 
safety net at rma.usda.gov. 

 
USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the 
Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system and lowering 
food prices for Americans by focusing on more resilient local and regional food production, 



encouraging fairer markets for all producers, and ensuring access to safe, healthy, and 
nutritious food in all communities. USDA has also prioritized building new markets and 
streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry 
practices, has made historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in 
rural America, and is committed to equity across the Department by removing systemic 
barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit 
usda.gov. 

 

 

 
Georgia State USDA Office 

355 E Hancock Avenue 
Athens, GA 30601 

Phone: 706-546-2266 
Fax: 855-409-5735 

State Executive Director 
Farm Service Agency 

Arthur L. Tripp, Jr.: 706-546-2266 
arthur.tripp@usda.gov 

State Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Terrance O. Rudolph: 706-546-2272 
terrance.rudolph@usda.gov 

Regional Office Director 
Risk Management Agency 

Davina Lee:  229-242-7235 
davina.lee@usda.gov 

  

    
   

 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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